Welcome
Welcome to the Huntingdon to Woodwalton Four
Tracking Public Information Day
Today is your opportunity to:
• Learn more about the scheme
• Speak to members of the project team
• Provide your initial views
As part of our Railway Upgrade Plan we’re investing in the East Coast
Main Line (ECML) to allow more and faster services to run.
As part of this programme we are working on plans to reinstate track
on the east side of the railway between Huntingdon station and
Woodwalton. This project is a vital aspect of our plans and will remove
a critical bottleneck between London and the north by allowing fast
trains to overtake slower ones, increasing the number of services which
can run and improving reliability.

Improving rail travel on the East Coast Main Line

Working for you.

The Proposed Scheme
Network Rail is proposing to reinstate a six mile stretch of track
between Huntingdon Station and Woodwalton. A comprehensive
options study was carried out in 2015 for the scheme, taking cost,
technical, operational, safety, engineering and environmental aspects
of track and electrification options into consideration. The preferred
option is operationally compatible, poses a minimal footprint (by
reinstating track previously removed for electrification in the 1980s)
and uses, where practical, the original track alignment reducing the
need for significant structural changes and land take.

Temporary works
overdig and backfill

Temporary works
overdig and backfill

New
track

New
track

Existing slope

Existing slope

New overhead
structure

Capped sheet pile
retaining wall

New overhead
structure

Existing

Capped sheet pile
retaining wall

Proposed

Existing
Proposed

Permanent work will be carried out within the existing rail boundary,
with the exception of the closure of Abbots Ripton level crossing.
Access requirements will mean that some land outside of the railway
will be temporarily affected during construction. The strategy for
securing the consents necessary to deliver the scheme is currently
being finalised.
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The Environment
We will be assessing the environmental effects of the works and are
liaising with the appropriate authorities to determine which aspects
should be considered in detail; for example, construction noise, air
quality, biodiversity, cultural heritage, landscape and visual impact,
climate change, waste and water environment and flood risk. The
outcome of the assessment will be reported in the consent application.

Construction noise impacts
The construction of the scheme will be managed and monitored under
a Construction Environmental Management Plan. The construction
equipment used during works means that some disturbance is
unavoidable, but we will make every effort to minimise unnecessary
noise. Safety is our number one priority and for this reason some work
must be carried out while trains are not running which means some
works taking place at night and weekends. We will look at ways to
minimise disruption and will manage construction activities carefully
to ensure we do not go above a pre-agreed level. We will provide
advance warning of any night work that may cause disturbance.

Landscape and ecology
The completion of the work for the scheme will involve some removal
of vegetation, changes to existing embankments and cuttings, and
installation of Overhead Line Equipment. Surveys for protected species
are being carried out and the assessment will identify mitigation
where necessary to ensure no loss of biodiversity caused by the work.
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Local Issues
Construction and site access
To deliver the scheme there are a number of local issues to which
we will give careful consideration. We welcome your views on any
additional issues or concerns.
The core work will be undertaken on land owned by Network Rail. Due
to the length and enclosed nature of this section of the railway, we are
looking at how best to access the work site including the locations of
our access tracks and construction compound areas. In some instances
temporary land take may be required for construction compounds,
mainly along the east side of the railway, to ensure safe construction
methods. Whilst identifying the best access solution we will take into
account cost, environmental impacts, length of work and the route of
construction traffic.
A Code of Construction Practice will set out management controls on
site, access routes, working times, noise limits and dust suppression
measures. This will be continually updated and informed by ongoing
discussions with the local authorities and the local community.

Abbots Ripton level crossing closure
Abbots Ripton level crossing will be permanently closed in advance of
the work as part of our commitment to safety. Bridleway and footpath
diversions will be put in place. The diversion options are being
carefully considered, and discussions with the relevant landowner and
Cambridgeshire County Council are underway.
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Next Steps and How
To Stay Involved
Scheme Development

Your views are important to us
In order for your views to be considered please complete the response
section in the leaflet available today and drop it into the box provided
at the exhibitions. Alternatively you can post this to us at the address
specified on the leaflet. You can also respond online using the response
form on our website at:
www.networkrail.co.uk/huntingdon-woodwalton. Please note that
individual responses to feedback will generally not be provided.
Please ensure that feedback reaches us by 23 July 2016 so we have
adequate time to consider your comments.
In the meantime, if you would like to contact the Project Team you
can do so in the following ways:
Email: huntingdon-woodwalton@networkrail.co.uk.
Writing: Contact & Communities, 4B George Stephenson House,
Toft Green, York, YO1 6JT
Phone: 03457 11 41 41

Thank you for coming to today’s event. We look
forward to hearing from you.
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