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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1.1 Network Rail is contacting Derbyshire County Council, the Peak District
National Park, Derbsyshire Dales Council and Sheffield City Council in December
2014 to request feedback on our proposed approach to community consultation for
the Hope Valley Rail Improvement Scheme.
1.1.2 The following paragraphs set out an overview of the Scheme and what is
proposed in the areas of Dore, Bamford and Hathersage plus our plans and
programme for community consultation in January and February 2015.
1.1.3 We would welcome feedback from each of the authorities consulted on the
approach to consultation by the 6th January 2015. Please send your feedback to
angela.king@networkrail.co.uk.
2.

PROJECT OVERVIEW

2.1.1 Network Rail is developing plans to increase capacity on the Hope Valley line
between Sheffield and Manchester. Slow moving freight trains are currently the
biggest constraint on the route, limiting the number of services that can operate. The
construction of a new facility to allow faster passenger trains to pass slower freight
trains is being proposed. This will help increase capacity and deliver a more reliable
railway.
2.1.2 Plans to improve the line were previously published for consultation with
stakeholders and the local community in November 2013. The consultation
presented plans to extend the existing Dore South Curve, doubling the track through
Dore and Totley Station and constructing a new platform, bridge and lift in the
station. The plans also included a new passing loop to the west of Grindleford Station
in the area of the Peak District National Park.
2.1.3 Since the 2013 consultation, the rail industry has reviewed the scope of the
Northern Hub programme - of which this Scheme is a component part - and identified
that the proposed timetable requirements for four fast trains per hour should be
changed to a requirement for three fast trains per hour. In order to achieve the
previous four fast trains target, the solution was to build a new section of railway near
Grindleford. Although Grindleford remains the optimum engineering solution for
improving capacity, as only three fast trains per hour are now required, it is no longer
being pursued.
2.1.4 As a result, Network Rail has investigated alternative options for the location
of the new loop. Three options were shortlisted close to: Earle’s Sidings, Thornhill
and Bamford.
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2.1.5 The Earle’s Sidings option was dismissed on the grounds of: poor accessibility
for construction with just a single access point and no option for creating a
diversionary route for affected householders; limited suitable sites for the creation of
temporary construction sites; requirement for permanent highway alterations across
an extensive area; impact on National Trust land; potential to impact on broadleaved
woodland; and cumulative noise impacts on local residents where there are known to
be existing problems with Earles Sidings.
2.1.6 The Thornhill option was also dismissed on the basis of: safety given the
curved nature of the track; not possible to use modular switches and crossings
(S&C); potential requirement for significant temporary land take to facilitate storage
of cut material, non-standard S&C and bridge replacement; potential impact on
broadleaved woodland; requirement for a lengthy road diversion during the
construction phase affecting residents to the north of Thornhill Bridge; potential
impacts on heritage including a Grade II listed building and a heritage path; possible
impacts on the local Quaker Community retreat; loss of private garden space for at
least two households; flood risk; and safety of construction access.
2.1.7 The Bamford option was selected as the best solution in engineering terms for
construction and operation. In progressing the Project in this location, matters in
relation to the following will need to be carefully considered and addressed: impact
on Sickleholme Golf Club; construction phase impacts on local residents and the
visitor economy; impacts on local wildlife and ecology; construction phase access to
local farms and homes; and visual impacts, in particular in the short to medium term
as trees may be removed and replacement trees will take time to become reestablished. The plans for the railway around Dore and Totley remain largely
unchanged.
2.1.8 The latest plans will now be presented for consultation with stakeholders and
the local community at the beginning of 2015. The collated feedback, along with a
range of wider factors, will help Network Rail identify any issues or concerns and
inform the detail of the final Scheme.
2.1.9 This document outlines our approach to non-statutory consultation with local
communities. It aims to secure relevant insight and feedback local authorities may
have, in an effort to refine and improve our activities.
3.

HOPE VALLEY IMPROVEMENT SCHEME AND THE NORTHERN HUB

3.1.1 The Hope Valley Capacity Improvement Scheme aims to increase capacity on
the Hope Valley line between Sheffield and Manchester. The investment is an
integral component of the Northern Hub; a programme to upgrade the rail network in
the North and deliver faster, more frequent services. This is a critical investment for
the region which is scheduled for completion by 2019.
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3.1.2 The Northern Hub will enable hundreds of additional trains to run across the
network each day and improve connections between towns and cities which is critical
for economic growth.
3.1.3 On completion, the overall investment on the Hope Valley line will increase
capacity and help deliver a more reliable railway for passengers. It will improve:

4.



Capacity: the existing one-track corridor will be expanded to two tracks
around Dore and Totley station and passing space will be created in two
locations to provide standing room for slower trains, allowing faster
services to pass in each direction.



Frequency: the new passing loops will enable more frequent services to
travel between Sheffield and Manchester, without impacting on existing
freight paths and delaying local stopping services.

HOPE VALLEY IMPROVEMENT SCHEME

4.1.1 At Dore:


Extension of Dore South Curve into an existing embankment between
Twentywell Lane and West View Lane, along the edge of Poynton Wood.



Doubling track on the route through Dore and Totley Station. The new track
will extend from where Dore South Curve meets the line through the station
and north to where the route meets the Midland Mainline.



Extension of the existing Dore and Totley Station platform by approximately
37m.



A new station platform will be constructed to serve the second track.



Construction of a new access for all bridge and lifts from the existing platform
to the new platform.



Replacement of track bridge DWS1 over the River Sheaf culvert.

4.1.2 Between Bamford Station and Jaggers Lane:


Re-grading of the embankment slopes and improving drainage on the north
(up) side of the track on land east of Sicklehome Golf Club and west of
Jaggers Lane.



Extending the cutting and improving drainage along the length of the new loop
route.



Piling and abutment to the bridges leading to Cunliffe House and Thorpe
Farm.



Expansion of to two culverts to facilitate track widening.



Laying of approximately 1km of passing loop.

4.1.3 The Scheme will also deliver:
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The closure of four footpath level crossings which have been identified as
potentially increasing risk to users as a result of the capacity improvements.
These are located at Strines Road, Forty Steps, Hathersage East and
Hathersage West. A review of the crossings and potential public rights of way
diversions is currently being undertaken.



New signalling along the route.

5.

HOPE VALLEY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

5.1

‘The Project’

5.1.1 Some of the above activities will require Network Rail to secure additional land
to facilitate expansion of the railway. As a result an application for a Transport and
Works Act Order (TWAO) to secure land acquisition powers and related planning
consents will be made in 2015. The TWAO application will relate to the following
works:


Extension of Dore South Curve into an existing embankment between
Twentywell Lane and West View Lane, along the edge of Poynton Wood.



Re-grading of the embankment slopes outside of Network Rail’s existing land
holding on the north (up) side of the track on land east of Bamford Station and
west of Jaggers Lane.



Extending the cutting and improving drainage along the length of the new loop
route where activities fall outside of the existing Network Rail boundary.



Laying of approximately 1km of passing loop.

5.1.2 This shorter schedule of activities is referred to as ‘the Project’ and relates
specifically to what will be included in the TWAO application.
5.1.3 Other activities, which fall within Network Rail’s existing operational land, will
be delivered using our normal permitted development powers under the General
Permitted Development Order 1995.
5.1.4 An Environmental Impact Assessment is being carried out of the Hope Valley
Rail Capacity Improvement Scheme, this will include all activities in the Dore and
Totley Station area and the area between Bamford Station and Jaggers Lane. A
separate scoping exercise is currently underway.
6.

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

6.1.1 The remainder of this document outlines Network Rail’s approach to
consulting the local community on the proposed Scheme before we submit the
TWAO application.
6.1.2 Network Rail assesses each TWAO Project on a case-by-case basis to
determine the level of consultation needed to support the process. We wish to share
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our approach to consultation with local authorities in an effort to secure feedback
regarding the proposed strategy. We would be especially keen to receive any
insights around the areas we plan to target and the relevant interest groups in the
region, as part of the development of a comprehensive non-statutory stakeholder list.
6.1.3 The purpose of community consultation is to inform local people as well as
interested stakeholders about the overall Scheme so they have an opportunity to
help shape the final plans. In line with the previous consultation, there will be five
stages within the public consultation process. These include:
1. Launching the plans to consultees and engaging in an open, transparent and
meaningful way.
2. Collating comments from the public, community groups and key stakeholders.
3. Reviewing feedback from all consultees and grouping responses into
themes/actions.
4. Amending the scheme, if feasible, in response to consultation responses.
5. Reporting back on the changes made to the scheme.
6.1.4 We will consult people living in the vicinity of the proposed Scheme that are
likely to have an interest in the project. The community consultation is open to
anyone with an interest and we will advertise the consultations in the local press so
as many people as possible are made aware of the plans
6.1.5 In addition to community consultation, we will consult with statutory TWAO
consultees. Statutory consultees include those whose land is impacted by the
investment as well as local and national statutory authorities. They are included in a
separate, statutory engagement process however, they will also be invited to engage
in all wider consultation activities.
6.2

Consultation activity

6.2.1 The consultation will focus on the following aspects of the proposal:


Overview of the Scheme design.



Overview of the Scheme benefits including information on how the plans have
changed since November 2013 and why.



Construction plan, including indicative haul route and compound areas.



Emerging environmental findings.



Timeline for the application process and for commencement of construction.

6.2.2 A range of consultation tools and techniques will be used to help engage
stakeholders and the local community. These include:


Flyer distribution to promote the scheme and consultation.
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Public exhibitions with information boards and visuals.



Media coverage such as adverts and editorial.



Website: www.networkrail.co.uk/HopeValley.

6.3

Programme

6.3.1 The following timeline sets out the indicative consultation programme for the
Scheme. This takes into account bank holidays and major school holidays, at which
time public consultation will not take place. The programme may change over the
lifetime of the project as the detail of the scheme evolves.
Proposed date

Activity

January/February

Public consultation

2015



Meetings with councillors and key stakeholders



Press announcements



Information letters and flyers



Project information on website



Public exhibitions at Dore and Totley (including activity at
station), Bamford and Hathersage.

Spring 2015

Analysis of consultation feedback


Assess feedback about the plans at Dore and at Bamford.



Assess responses to inform the Scheme design.



Development of final design incorporating appropriate

mitigation measures

Summer 2015

Summer /Autumn
2015

Review need for further consultation ahead of submission.

Pre-submission consultation:


Meetings with councillors and key stakeholders



Press announcements



Information letters and flyers



Project information on website



Public exhibitions.

Submission of application


Update website
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Proposed date

Activity


Notifications to be issued to statutory consultees.

Summer 2017

Construction starts (subject to consent).

Winter 2018

Scheme completed.

6.4

Feedback and reporting

6.4.1 Consultees will be able to submit consultation feedback in various ways:


Online via the Network Rail website as well as email – hubconsultationhopevalley@networkrail.co.uk



By post to Hope Valley Line Consultation, Northern Hub Alliance, Network
Rail, Square One, 4 Travis Street, Manchester, M1 2NY



Freepost comments card made available at the public exhibitions



A record of comments raised via the helpline number will also be reviewed as
part of the consultation process.

6.4.2 During early 2015, information about the project will be made available for
consultation. A deadline date will be shared on consultation literature so that
consultees are aware of the timeframe for responding – a period of at least one
month will be given from the start of the consultation process.
6.4.3 We will collate the consultation feedback and review comments, and have
allocated an analysis period following of the consultation which will provide sufficient
time to fully assess the comments and, where appropriate, explore ways of modifying
the Scheme.
6.5

Consultation reporting

6.5.1 The pre-application consultation will be documented in a consultation report
which will form part of our formal application documents to the Transport and Works
Act Unit. The report will set out:

6.6



All consultation activity undertaken.



Overview of the feedback submitted.



Information on how we have responded to comments made.
Target consultation area: map

6.6.1 The geographical extent of the communities we propose consult are shown in
the consultation maps below. Following your feedback and possible amendments,
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we will develop address lists for these areas and distribute relevant collateral via
Royal Mail.
6.6.2 We also recognise that people living outside this area will have an interest in
the project and we will make efforts to inform the wider communities of the
consultations through media releases and advertising so they can also feedback
comments via on-line channels or at events.
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Figure 2 Proposed consultation invite area map – Dore and Totley

Figure 3 Proposed consultation invite area map – Bamford Station to Jaggers Lane
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Figure 3 Proposed consultation invite area map – Hathersage
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