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Improving rail in the north
Network Rail is improving the Hope Valley’s railway as part of over £1 billion of
investment to deliver faster, more frequent services across the north of England.
The plans

Background

Demand for rail travel between Manchester and Sheffield is
increasing, with forecasts showing potential growth of 56%
in Sheffield and 66% in Manchester by 2029.

In January this year we held a public and statutory consultation
to share our proposals and gathered valuable feedback from
stakeholders and the local community. A summary of the
consultation, and answers to frequently asked questions,
is available to view on our website.

To help meet the forecasted passenger demand, we’re planning
to improve sections of railway close to Dore & Totley station,
and between Bamford and Hathersage stations.
Our work will enable faster passenger services to overtake
slow moving freight trains. This will deliver better journeys
on the Hope Valley line between Manchester and Sheffield
by creating the capacity for:
•	Three fast trains per hour, instead of two, between
Manchester and Sheffield.
•	An hourly local stopping service, instead of one every
two hours, on the Hope Valley line.
An increase in the number of freight services is not included
in the scope of this scheme.

Since the consultation, further work has been done to develop
the design of the scheme. We would now like to gather any
additional feedback on the updated plans.
Consent for the work
Where we are proposing to use land or build outside of the
established boundary of the railway and require consents,
we will apply to the Secretary of State for Transport for
a Transport and Works Act Order (TWAO). We will submit
the TWAO application this autumn.
Some of the improvements that would be delivered as part
of this scheme fall within the boundaries of railway land and
do not require any new consent. These will not be included in
the TWAO application.

‘Our work will enable
faster passenger services
to overtake slow moving
freight trains.’
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We want to build a new section of track to
the east of Bamford station, to create a passing
loop, which will allow faster passenger services
to overtake slow moving freight trains.
The new track would run alongside the existing
railway, and be used by freight trains heading
in the direction of Sheffield.
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Key project updates

Construction

Impact on pedestrian level crossings

Following feedback received from the consultation in January, we
have minimised the footprint of our design to reduce the potential
environmental and construction impacts in a number of areas.

Work to build the new track will take place in stages including:

Following the completion of a risk assessment, we can now
confirm that the closure of Hathersage West footpath level
crossing will be necessary as part of this scheme. This is due to
its close proximity to the new section of track. In order to keep
the public right of way open, we plan to construct a new bridge.
As a result, we will also remove the Hathersage West whistle
boards, which will mean approaching trains will no longer need
to sound their horns.

The proposed new section of track will now finish to the west of
the Thorpe Farm access road, instead of running to Jaggers Lane
Bridge near Hathersage.
The development of the design means that we have been able
to reduce the amount of temporary and permanent land take
needed to build the scheme.
At Sickleholme Golf Club, we can now confirm that only a minimal
strip of land adjacent to the railway will be permanently needed,
and that this should not affect the day-to-day operation of the
golf club. We have also reduced the size of our construction
compound to minimise the need for any temporary use of land.

Map for illustrative purposes only. Please refer to the scheme plans,
available online and at the consultation events, for further detail.
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Any access required to the site compound through Sickleholme
Golf Club would be carefully coordinated with the golf club
management to minimise any impacts to members, or the
operation of the club.

• setting up site compounds and temporary track access points
• creating a temporary haul road along the length of the loop
• excavating the existing embankment to widen the cutting
and create space for the new track
• piling and abutment work to widen the bridge leading
to Cunliffe Farm
• improvements to three culverts to facilitate track widening
• undertaking groundworks to improve drainage
• laying stone ballast and new tracks

The remaining footpath crossings on the Hope Valley line will
not be directly impacted by the construction of the new track,
and so will not be subject to this TWAO application. However,
we will conduct a full risk assessment of all footpath crossings
on this route which will take into account any increased
frequency of services.
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Key project updates

Construction

We have developed the design in Dore to reduce our impact
on Poynton Wood. By minimising the temporary and
permanent land take required there, we will help maintain
the protective ‘buffer zone’ of vegetation between the
railway and any ancient woodland within Poynton Wood.
The retained vegetation will have a minimum depth of
at least 15 metres to the nearest temporary works.

We will need to make changes to the slope down to the
railway between West View Lane and Twentywell Lane,
including some vegetation clearance and excavation
in the area to lay the new track.

A second track serving Dore & Totley station will be
created and a new platform constructed. This will
be accessed by a new footbridge and lifts.

Dore & Totley station car park

Map for illustrative purposes only. Please refer to the scheme plans,
available online and at the consultation events, for further detail.
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We want to extend the existing Dore South Curve
section of track, between West View Lane and
Dore South Junction to allow enough standing
room for freight trains. This will allow passenger
services to pass without a waiting freight train
blocking either the Hope Valley or Midland
Main lines.

We recognise the impact this may have on the local
community, and we are consulting with South Yorkshire
Passenger Transport Executive to ensure the potential impact
of any closure can be minimised. Any disruption would be
advertised and communicated well in advance of the works.
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As the construction plan for the scheme has been developed,
it has emerged that some intermittent use of the station
car park for a temporary site compound – mainly at
weekends – will be required during construction.
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We propose to set up the main site compound within
an area of land accessed from Twentywell Lane.
Construction will take place in various phases, including:
•	setting up site compounds and temporary site access points
•	excavating the existing embankment from trackside
to make space for the new track
• laying new track
•	constructing a new permanent track access
at West View Lane
•	constructing a new platform and footbridge, with lifts,
at Dore & Totley station

Public Right of Way

•	replacing the track bridge over the river Sheaf just
west of Dore & Totley station to allow another section
of track to be built
Temporary access alterations may be required to
Twentywell Lane and West View Lane but our intention
is to minimise where possible any disruption this may cause.
Temporary alterations may also be required to the public
right of way near Twentywell Lane, but we are committed
to maintaining this route for public use except at
pre-specified times when temporary closure may be
required for safety reasons.

The environment
The railway is a sustainable form of transport. We work hard to reduce our impact
on the environment and put rail at the heart of a low carbon economy.
An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for our work at
both sites is currently underway. This includes a detailed study
of the potential effects the proposed railway may have on the
local area, during both construction and operation, such as:
• visual and landscape
• noise and air quality
• ecology and wildlife
• socio-economic impacts
• heritage
The findings of the assessment will be presented in an
Environmental Statement, which will form part of the
TWAO application. This will identify any significant
environmental impacts and recommend any mitigation
measures to reduce them. The Environmental Statement
will be available to view when the application is submitted
in the autumn.

Dore
The EIA for our work in this area has also been expanded
to include:
•	Additional assessment of freight trains to our background
noise and vibration assessment.
•	Further tree and ecology surveys in Poynton Wood to assess
any potential impact on the vegetation that provides a buffer
between the protected ancient woodland and the railway.
A landscape management plan will detail the replanting of any
land used for temporary work compounds after construction.
We have also prepared a number of viewpoints around Dore
& Totley station to help us assess what the visual impact of
the completed scheme will be. Where possible we will select
sensitive materials for retaining walls, and the proposed
platform and footbridge will be designed in keeping with
the surrounding rail environment.

East of Bamford station
Following consultation feedback in January, from both technical
stakeholders and the public, we have expanded the EIA for our
work in this area to include:
•	Additional noise and vibration background monitoring
of freight trains.
•	A new air quality report to assess the impact of freight
trains waiting in the passing loop.
•	An expanded landscape and visual assessment to include
additional suggested local viewpoints, such as ‘Surprise View’.
Detailed ecology surveys are currently underway. We have
identified a bat roost in one of the bridges that will require
consideration, and we are looking at appropriate re-planting
of any vegetation removed in a landscape management plan.

All aspects of the findings from the EIA will
be presented in an Environmental Statement,
which will form part of the TWAO application.
This will be available to view when the
application is submitted in the autumn.

Next steps

Have your say

Where we are proposing to build outside of our land boundary, we will prepare an
application for these particular elements of the scheme and apply to the Secretary
of State for Transport for a Transport and Works Act Order (TWAO).
To inform the design, we are consulting with the public,
stakeholders and our colleagues in the rail industry.
The feedback submitted to us will be made available in
a Consultation Report which will form part of the TWAO
application, and will be available to view when the
application is submitted in the autumn.

We would like to know if you have any further
comments on the updated plans. Please complete
this comment card and return it to us by 19th June 2015.
You can also submit your feedback to us online at
networkrail.co.uk/hopevalley

Full name
Postcode

Following our submission of the TWAO application, a copy
of the application and supporting documents will be available
to view on our website. Objections, representations and letters
of support can be made by anyone to the Secretary of State
within a 42 day period after the application is submitted.
More details on how to do this will be available on our website
at the time of application.

Email

1. Do you support investment in the railway
between Sheffield and Manchester?

Strongly
agree

Agree

Undecided Disagree

4. Do you have any further comments
on the scheme?

Strongly
disagree

2. Do you support the plans for the railway
around Dore & Totley station?

A copy of the TWAO application, and supporting documents, will be available to view
on our website when the application is submitted networkrail.co.uk/hopevalley

Strongly
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Timeline

Agree

Undecided Disagree

Strongly
disagree

3. Do you support the plans for the railway
east of Bamford station?

Jan/Feb 2015

June 2015

Summer 2017

Public
consultation
– Phase 1

Public consultation
– Phase 2

Start on site
(subject to consent)

Strongly
agree

2015

Agree

Undecided Disagree

Strongly
disagree

	Please tick this box if you do not wish
us to contact you again.

Thank you.
Your enquiries and comments will be analysed by Network Rail. Your personal
details will be held securely by Network Rail in accordance with the Data
Protection Act 1998, will be used solely in connection with the Hope Valley
Improvement Scheme consultation and will not be passed to any third
parties. We may contact you if we have any follow up questions concerning
the answers you have provided above. By agreeing to participate in this
questionnaire, you agree to being contacted in this way.

2019
Summer 2015

Autumn 2015

Winter 2018

Analysis of
consultation
feedback

Submission
of application

New services start

For more information please contact hubconsultation-hopevalley@networkrail.co.uk
visit networkrail.co.uk/hopevalley or call 03457 11 41 41
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A copy of the TWAO application, and supporting documents, will be available to view
on our website when the application is submitted networkrail.co.uk/hopevalley
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Following our submission of the TWAO application, a copy
of the application and supporting documents will be available
to view on our website. Objections, representations and letters
of support can be made by anyone to the Secretary of State
within a 42 day period after the application is submitted.
More details on how to do this will be available on our website
at the time of application.
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To inform the design, we are consulting with the public,
stakeholders and our colleagues in the rail industry.
The feedback submitted to us will be made available in
a Consultation Report which will form part of the TWAO
application, and will be available to view when the
application is submitted in the autumn.
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Where we are proposing to build outside of our land boundary, we will prepare an
application for these particular elements of the scheme and apply to the Secretary
of State for Transport for a Transport and Works Act Order (TWAO).
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For more information please contact hubconsultation-hopevalley@networkrail.co.uk
visit networkrail.co.uk/hopevalley or call 03457 11 41 41

