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12.

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACTS
Summary
A landscape and visual impact assessment has been undertaken,
which includes desk and field study.
Baseline
Statutory and non-statutory designations of landscape value that lie
within the 2km study area include:


59 Conservation Areas;



Eight Registered Park and Gardens (Claydon House, Eythrope,
Hartwells House, Halton House, Wotton House, Waddesdon Manor,
Chequers and Woburn Abbey);



Three Area of Attractive Landscape (Quainton-Wing Hills, Bow
Brickhills and Brill-Winchendon Hills);



One Local Landscape Area (Poundon Hill);



Two Special Area Conservation Areas (SACs; Windsor Hill,
Ellesborough and Kimble Warrens), and



Two Areas of Adopted Green Belt (Princes Risborough and Aspley
Guise).

Effects
Landscape /Townscape Character
There will be no significant effects on statutory or non-statutory
designations of landscape value.
The assessment concludes that by year 15 of operation, the overall
effects on landscape and townscape character areas will be nonsignificant.
Visual
The majority of effects assessed from key viewpoints will be nonsignificant during construction and operation. Where there are
significant visual effects, these are primarily as a result of the
introduction of new bridge structures with associated embankments
and infrastructure and during construction and at Year 1 would be
moderate adverse for most residential and recreational receptors. A
limited number of these will experience large adverse effects as a
result of the following bridge structures - Bicester Road and Launton
overbridge, Queen Catherine Road overbridge, Kempston Hardwick
overbridge and Marston Road overbridge.
Volume 2 Chapter 12 Page 1
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Mitigation
Landscape mitigation would include the sowing of embankment slopes
with a mixture of grasses and wildflowers. Native hedgerows,
hedgerows with trees, and linear belts of trees and woodlands will be
planted along and within the Project Boundary.
Residual Effects
The assessment finds that with the implementation of landscape
mitigation, the majority of areas of significant effect, largely associated
with the provision of new bridges residual landscape and visual effects
as a result of the Project will be non-significant and localised.

12.1

Introduction

12.1.1

This chapter of the Draft ES identifies and assesses the effect of the Project
on landscape and visual aspects during construction and operation phases.

12.1.2

The landscape assessment considers the changes to the fabric and
character of the landscape likely to result from the Project. The visual
assessment is concerned with visual amenity and the views that are
available to people affected by the Project and their perceptions and
responses to the changes in these views.

12.1.3

This chapter was informed by a study of existing landscape elements,
landscape character, and visual baseline and selected key viewpoints.

12.1.4

The assessment of the landscape and visual effects of the Project covers
the shorter term effects during construction and the longer term effects
arising from the operation of the Project.

12.1.5

12.1.6

Principal landscape and visual issues of the Project include:


Temporary effects to landscape elements, landscape character areas
and visual receptors during construction arising from the presence of
construction plant and removal of vegetation; and



Permanent landscape and visual effects during operation arising from
the presence of new engineered landforms within the existing
landscape, and the passage of faster and more frequent trains.

The scope of assessment undertaken is summarised as follows:
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A review of all relevant documents and landscape planning policy and
guidance;



A field survey to assess existing baseline landscape elements,
landscape character and views;



Separate assessments of the predicted likely significant effects on
landscape resource/character and visual amenity; and



The development of mitigation.

12.2

Limitations and Assumptions

12.2.1

Above and beyond the general limitations and assumptions provided in
Section 4.11 of Chapter 4 (EIA Methodology), landscape professionals
were unable to access all private and commercial land and residential
premises where it had planned to carry out visual assessment surveys. In
these instances, professional judgement was used to approximate the likely
views from these locations.

12.2.2

Due to on-going design work, photomontages have not been considered as
part of this draft assessment. Photomontages representing the Project at
opening Year 1 winter and operational Year 15 summer will be considered
as part of the final assessment.

12.2.3

In addition, on-going design work means that changes will continue to take
place in relation to viewpoint locations initially identified and consulted on
with local authorities (LA) for this assessment. As a result, some of the
effects on receptors may change, requiring an update to the viewpoint
locations. This will take place, in consultation with the LAs and in advance
of the completion of the final assessment.

12.2.4

This assessment follows the methodology set out in Appendix 12.

12.2.5

All distances from viewpoints to the Project Area are approximate and were
taken from the current Project Boundary.

12.2.6

It is assumed that all existing vegetation within the Project Area will be
removed where construction works are to take place as part of the Project
unless otherwise specified. This is a worst case assumption and the Final
ES will identify and consider the areas of vegetation within the Project Area
that can be retained.
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12.2.7

Chapter 10 (Noise and Vibration) and the Mitigation Figures, appended to
this Draft ES, set out where operational noise mitigation will be required.
This information was not available in time to inform this draft assessment.
These structures will be included in the final assessment of the landscape
and visual effects for the Project.

12.2.8

Chapter 2 (Project Description) sets out where lighting will be required for
the Project. Lighting will be primarily for maintenance purposes and used
intermittently. Some new lighting will be provided as part of new platforms
at Bletchley and Aylesbury Vale Parkway and as part of the new Winslow
Station. Given the intermittent nature of maintenance lighting and the
existing urban conurbation context of platform/station lighting; effects are
not expected to change beyond existing baseline and are therefore scoped
out of the assessment.

12.3

Legislation, Policy and Guidance

12.3.1

This section describes the legislation, policy and guidance of relevance to
the assessment of landscape/townscape and visual impacts associated
with the construction and operational phases of the Project.
International Legislation

12.3.2

The European Landscape Convention (ELC)

317

became binding in 2007

and is the first international convention to focus specifically on landscape
issues in order to protect, manage and plan landscapes in Europe. The
ELC defines landscape as, “An area, as perceived by people, whose
character is the result of the action and interaction of natural and/or human
factors.”1 The ELC has not resulted in any new UK legislation but it places
on local planning authorities a duty to consider the impacts of landscape
when exercising their functions.

317Council

of Europe (2007), The European Landscape Convention, Accessed [online]
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UK Legislation
12.3.3

The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000318 provides a statutory
framework for protecting landscapes. It introduced an additional right of
access to some land across England without having to use paths; this is
known as Open Access Land319. Such land can be privately owned and also
includes common land registered with the local authority.

12.3.4

The Hedgerow Regulations 1997320 aim to protect hedgerows, which play
an important role in supporting and enhancing biodiversity, as well as
defining the character of the English countryside. According to the
Hedgerow Regulations, a hedgerow is important if it has existed for 30
years or more and it satisfies various wildlife, landscape or historical criteria
specified in the Hedgerow Regulations.
National Planning Policy

12.3.5

The national planning policy context for England is set out in the National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)321, issued by the UK Government in
2012.

12.3.6

The NPPF has replaced the previous Planning Policy Guidance and
Planning Policy Statements (PPS) (with the exception of PPS 10: Planning
for Sustainable Waste Management) with a single document. The
document sets out the Government’s economic, environmental and social
planning policies for England.

12.3.7

The NPPF contains topic-based advice of relevance to the Project in
Chapter 11: Conserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment, which
seeks to protect and enhance valued landscapes.
Local Planning Policy

12.3.8

The relevant local planning policies are described below. Further detail is
provided in Appendix 12.

318

HM Government (2000), The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, Accessed [online]

319

HM Government (2017), Rights of way and accessing land. Accessed [online]

320

HM Government (1997), The Hedgerows Regulations 1997. Accessed [online]

321

Department for Communities and Local Government (2012), National Planning Policy Framework. Accessed [online]
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12.3.9

Two areas within the 2km study area have special measures applied to the
management of development proposals in order to enhance and conserve
the landscape. One is the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, a
part of which is located within WDC, and the other is the Forest of Marston
Vale, located within CBC, which is one of twelve Community Forests in
England created in the 1990’s. The area of the Forest of Marston Vale is
dominated by minerals extraction and subsequent landfill operations, and
the main objective of the Forest of Marston Vale is the environmental
regeneration of the scarred landscape.

12.3.10

The Central Bedfordshire Core Strategy and Development Management
Policies (2009) support the continuation of the regeneration of the Forest of
Marston Vale recognising the need to regenerate the environmentally
damaged landscape through woodland creation to achieve the target of
30% woodland cover in the Forest of Marston Vale area by 2030 (CS16);

12.3.11

In the Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031322, policies relating to landscape and
townscape include:

12.3.12



ESD10 Protection and Enhancement of Biodiversity and the Natural
Environment;



ESD11 Conservation Target Areas;



ESD13 Local Landscape Protection and Enhancement;



ESD16 The Character of the Built and Historic Environment; and



ESD 18 Green Infrastructure.

Also of relevance is the Oxfordshire Wildlife and Landscape Study
(OWLS)323, which provides an appraisal of the relationship between
landscape character and biodiversity in the region. This aids judgements on
location of development where it will have least impact on landscape
character and biodiversity.

12.3.13

The Aylesbury Vale District Local Plan (AVDLP)324 was adopted in 2004,
with relevant policies from 2007 awaiting the new Vale of Aylesbury Local

322

Submission: Cherwell District Council, North Oxfordshire (2014)

323

Blackwell Craig, Nikolakaki Pantoula, Oxfordshire Wildlife and Landscape Study (OWLS) (2004) Oxfordshire County
Council, English Nature, Countryside Agency, Northmoor Trust. Accessed[online]

324

AVDLP Written Statement (2004) Aylesbury Vale District Council [saved policies available online]
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Plan (VALP), due in mid-2017. The relevant policies relating to
landscape/townscape and visual impacts include the following:

12.3.14



GP.35 Design of new development proposals;



GP.39 Existing trees and hedgerows;



GP.40 Retention of existing trees and hedgerows;



GP.84 Public rights of way; and



RA.8 Areas of Attractive Landscape; identified as having particular
landscape features and qualities that are considered appropriate for
protection.

The Milton Keynes Local Plan325 includes the following policies related to
landscape and visual impact:

12.3.15



S11 Areas of Attractive Landscape;



S12 Linear Parks;



D1 Impact of Development Proposals on Locality; and



NE4 Conserving and Enhancing Landscape Character.

Also in MKC, the Milton Keynes Core Strategy326 includes the following
policy related to landscape, townscape and visual impact:


12.3.16

CS19 The Historic and Natural Environment.

Relevant policies from the Central Bedfordshire Core Strategy and
Development Management Policies327 relating to landscape/townscape and
visual impacts include the following:

12.3.17



CS15 Heritage;



CS16 Landscape and Woodland;



CS17 Green Infrastructure;



CS18 Biodiversity and Geological Conservation;



DM14 Landscape and Woodland; and



DM15 Biodiversity.

Relevant policies saved from the Bedford Borough Local Plan328 include the
following:

325

Milton Keynes Local Plan 2001-2011 (Adopted 2005) Accessed [online]

326

Milton Keynes Core Strategy (Adopted 2013) Accessed [online]

327

Central Bedfordshire Local Development Framework: Core Strategy and Development Management Policies (Adopted
2009) Accessed [online]
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12.3.18



NE4 Trees and Woodland;



NE6 Woodland;



NE12 Retention of Landscape Features;



NE18 Safeguarding Open Space;



BE9 Conservation;



BE21 The Setting of Listed Buildings;



BE26 Historic Parks and Gardens;



BE40 Landscaping; and



LR10 Access to the Countryside.

From the Bedford Borough Council Core Strategy and Rural Issues Plan329
the relevant policies include the following:

12.3.19



CP2 Sustainable Development Principles;



CP 22 Green Infrastructure;



CP23 Heritage; and



CP24 Landscape Protection and Enhancement.

In Wycombe District Council, the Core Strategy330 and the Delivery and Site
Allocations Plan331 include the following relevant policies relating to the
landscape and visual impact assessment (LVIA)


Policy CS17 Environmental Assets;



G7 Development in relation to topography;



G11 Trees and hedgerows;



G16 Light pollution;



L1 Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB);



L4 Incidental Open Space;



L6 Woodlands;



HE3 Development Affecting the Settings of Listed Buildings;



HE11 Development Adjoining a Conservation Area;



HE18 Scheduled Ancient Monuments;



HE20 Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest; and

328

Bedford Borough Local Plan (2002) and BBLP – Policies 17 July 2013 Accessed [online]

329

Bedford Borough Council, Core Strategy and Rural Issues Plan (Adopted 2008) Accessed [online]

330

Wycombe Development Framework, Adopted Core Strategy: Development Plan Document (2008) Accessed [online]

331

Wycombe District Delivery and Site Allocations Plan (2013) Accessed [online]
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RT15 The Ridgeway Path.

Guidance
12.3.20

The methodology for the landscape and visual assessment followed
guidance described in the following documents:

12.4



The Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Assessment (GLVIA) third
edition332



An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment333: and



Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB)334. 335

Approach and Methodology
Data Collection

12.4.1

During the baseline assessment, all landscape designations, relevant
landscape features and landscape character areas, within the study area
were identified to fully understand the landscape and visual receptors that
could be affected. Baseline information is presented in Figures 12.1.012.8.6. Other information was gathered using the following sources during
Autumn 2015:


Google Maps: https:\\maps.google.co.uk; and



Magic: www.magic.gov.uk/home.htm; a website providing geographic
information about the natural environment.

Temporal Scope
12.4.2

The temporal scope assesses the landscape and visual conditions at 2015,
known as the baseline conditions, without the construction of the Project.
The effects on baseline conditions are then assessed at the construction
phase (as set out in Chapter 2 (Project Description)) and the operational
phases, specifically Year 1 and Year 15 of operation.
Spatial Scope

12.4.3

The selection of a 2km study area; measured from the Project Boundary,
was informed by the construction and operational phase zones of

332

Landscape Institute, I.E.M.A, (2013). Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, third edition. Routeledge.

333

Natural England (2014). Accessed [online]

334Highways

England(1993). Design Manual for Roads and Bridges. Accessed [online]

335
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theoretical visibility (ZTV), which are shown on Figures 12.1.0 to 12.8.0
(ZTV) and by on-site visual assessment and analysis of the 1:25,000 OS
maps. The ZTV was produced in line with the methodology described in
Appendix 12 and is an indication of the visibility of the Project. Bridges and
station structures were excluded from the ZTV for the operational phase,
but are described and taken into account in the assessment of effects on
Landscape Character Areas (LCAs) and visual receptors.
12.4.4

Natural England have identified and described National landscape
character areas across the whole of England, dividing the country into
coherent landscape character types at a broad scale. National character
areas have been scoped out of this assessment as the nature of the
proposed development is not likely to result in significant effects to
landscape character at a national scale..

12.4.5

There is some inconsistency between the definitions of landscape
character areas between the county and district assessments. It was
decided to use the District Local Character Areas336 as the basis of
assessment as the scale and detail is more specific to the locality, although
applicable characteristics and elements described at County and National
level were not disregarded.

12.4.6

The various County/District Councils affected by the Project have published
district level assessments, namely;

336



Cobham Resource Consultants (1995), “Cherwell District Landscape
Character Areas”, Cherwell District Council;



Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd “Aylesbury Vale Landscape Character
Assessment”; Aylesbury Vale District Council and Buckinghamshire
County Council;



LUC 2014, “Wycombe District Landscape Character Assessment”;



LUC 2014, “Central Bedfordshire Landscape Character Assessment”;
and



LUC 2011, “Bedford
Assessment”.

Borough

Council

Each local authority publishes descriptions of its District Local Character Areas.
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12.4.7

The assessment therefore considers the significance of effect of the Project
on these Local Character Areas as a whole whilst highlighting smaller
areas of greater impact where they apply.

12.4.8

Fieldwork was used to identify areas of different urban character through
which the Project passes. A Townscape study area of 500m from the
Project Boundary was determined by professional judgement to represent
the areas most likely to be affected by the Project. The townscape of areas
further than this distance was determined as unlikely to be affected due to
the density of intervening built forms.
Consultation

12.4.9

Consultation was undertaken with the relevant local authorities to discuss
and agree the extent of the proposed study area, landscape and visual
baseline and selection of key viewpoints.

12.4.10

The following organisations and individuals were consulted and the main
points summarised as follows:


CDC
o In response to the LA request, the locations of proposed viewpoints
were provided for comment; and
o Following receipt of LA review, viewpoints were added and/or
locations adjusted to provide greater area coverage and assessment
of effects on the PRoW network in and around Launton.



AVDC
o In response to the LA request, the locations of proposed viewpoints
were provided for comment; and
o



The LA request to reduce the number of proposed distant key
viewpoints and provide more viewpoints closer to Project Area and
nearer to farms and locations where bridges are to be removed or
closed was accommodated.

WDC
o The LA request to meet at WDC to discuss the draft selection of
viewpoints was accommodated. The key public viewpoints from the
Chilterns Hills escarpment were identified; and
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o The LA suggestions to refine the number of draft viewpoint locations
located from PRoWs within the Chilterns AONB to provide best
representation of visual effects on receptors was accommodated.


MKC
o In response to the LA request, the locations of proposed viewpoints
were provided for comment; and
o The LA suggestions to provide additional viewpoints in the area of
Bow Brickhill to cover the potential effects on the Area of Attractive
Landscape was accommodated.



CBC
o In response to the LA request, the locations of proposed viewpoints
were provided for comment; and
o Following design changes a number of suggested revisions to the
schedule of viewpoints were made and subsequently agreed prior to
assessment. Key viewpoints from elevated land to the south of
Lidlington and from within the Marston Vale Millennium Country Park
were emphasised.



BBC
o Requests for proposed adjustments to locations and numbers of
viewpoints were accommodated; and
o Following design changes a number of viewpoint locations were
adjusted and subsequently agreed with the LA prior to assessment.

Method
12.4.11

The full methodology detail is contained in Appendix 12. In summary, the
methodology for assessing the likely significant effects of the Project on
landscape/townscape and visual receptors is as follows.

12.4.12

The two principal criteria determining significance are the sensitivity of the
receptor to change as a result of the Project, and the magnitude of the
impact on the receptor. In order to come to an overall conclusion on the
significance of landscape/townscape and visual effects, the separate
judgements about the sensitivity of the landscape/townscape receptors and
the magnitude of the landscape/townscape effects need to be combined.
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Sensitivity
12.4.13

Sensitivity is a term applied to specific receptors, combining judgements of
the susceptibility of the receptor to the specific type of change proposed
and the value related to that receptor. The overall sensitivity of the
landscape/townscape can be defined as embracing a combination of the
sensitivity of the landscape/townscape resource (in terms of both its
character as a whole and the individual elements contributing to character)
and the visual sensitivity of the landscape/townscape.

12.4.14

Visual sensitivity is assessed in terms of a combination of factors such as
views, visibility, the number and nature of people perceiving the
development and the scope to mitigate visual impact. Sensitivity is not
absolute; it will vary according to the character of the existing
landscape/townscape and the extent and nature of the project.
Magnitude

12.4.15

Each impact on a receptor needs to be assessed in terms of its size or
scale, the geographical extent of the area influenced, and its duration and
reversibility. The assessment considers the magnitude of change the
Project would exert on the receptor because of:

12.4.16



The physical change to the landscape (loss or addition of features) as a
direct result of the Project;



The proximity of the Project Area to the receptor - generally the
magnitude of impact reduces with increasing distance, as it
progressively exerts less influence;



The extent to which the Project can be seen, and the extent to which
landform, vegetation or buildings intervene; and



The visibility of the Project and its resulting effects on character.

The assessment of the magnitude of potential visual impacts is an
assessment of the extent of change upon visual amenity as a direct result
of the Project.
Significance of Effects

12.4.17

The assessment combines the sensitivity of the receptors with the
predicted magnitude of impact in order to establish the significance of the
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landscape/townscape and visual effects. Judgements on the overall
significance of effect were determined using informed and well-reasoned
professional judgement.
Viewpoints and Photomontages
12.4.18

Viewpoints were selected to represent the range of views for key visual
receptors in the study area to form the basis for assessment of visual
impacts. 39 of the viewpoints were selected to be presented as
photomontages to illustrate how the proposed Project will look in Winter
Year 1 and Summer Year 15. Further details on the viewpoint and
photomontage methodology can be found in Appendix 12. As set out in
Section 12.2 (Limitations and Assumptions), photomontages will be
considered as part of the final assessment.

12.5

Baseline
Cherwell District Council sub-section

12.5.1

Within the Cherwell District Council sub-section, the following statutory and
non-statutory designations indicate recognition of landscape value and thus
potential increased sensitivity to the Project:


Two Conservation Areas (CAs); RAF Bicester Airfield and Bicester.

Landscape Character
District
12.5.2

CDC have identified and described the different local landscape character
areas within the district; published in Cobham Resource Consultants
(1995), “Cherwell District Landscape Character Areas”.

12.5.3

The Project passes through the Otmoor Lowlands and the Oxfordshire
Estate Farmlands LCAs.

12.5.4

Cherwell District Council Local Character Areas337 occur at LA level and are
discrete geographical areas with their own individual character.

337

Cobham Resource Consultants, Cherwell District Landscape Assessment (1995) CDC
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Local Landscape Character Description
12.5.5

The Cherwell District Council sub-section contains pockets of ‘transitional
character’, featuring areas of industrial, urban and rural character, including
the urban fringes of Bicester.

12.5.6

The isolated Graven Hill (113m AOD), threekm southwest of the existing
railway line also has a discrete character, contrasting with the
predominantly flat surroundings, with wooded brow and surrounded by
military development.

12.5.7

The Project Area falls within a ‘restoration landscape’, as defined in the
Cherwell District Council Landscape Assessment Enhancement Strategy;
part of the Cherwell District Landscape Character document:
“The character and structure are often quite seriously degraded; although
they do retain some discernible remnants of their former character…the
landscape has lost its rural character and become visually degraded, in
some instances as a result of intrusive built development, around the
urban fringes or along transport corridors.”

12.5.8

The existing railway is single track, within a wider corridor, for the entirety of
this section. The railway is an industrial land use within a predominantly
rural area. However, the railway’s existence in this area since the mid-19th
century and subsequent growth of trackside vegetation has led to its
absorption as a vegetated linear feature within a landscape of linear
hedgerows and tree lined watercourses.
Landform

12.5.9

The landform is low lying and relatively flat, with a gentle gradient rising
towards a range of low hills to the north and east, forming the watershed
between the Rivers Ray and Ouse.
Land use and Settlement

12.5.10

The area of Bicester through which the Project passes is an edge of town
commercial/industrial area, which includes occasional areas of open space
providing areas of naturalistic character to the urban fringe character.
Bicester’s eastern urban fringe demonstrates continued and planned
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expansion which will include mixed use new developments that will lessen
the rural quality of the areas adjoining the town.
12.5.11

Beyond Bicester, the Project passes through a rural landscape of pasture
and arable use, characterised by small to medium fields of historic
character and bounded by hedgerows of variable quality. Hedgerow trees
are common and frequent narrow watercourses, drainage ditches and
ponds drain to the floodplain of the River Ray. The landscape has a low
sensitivity.

12.5.12

To the north of the Cherwell District Council sub-section, the slightly
elevated landscape includes the designated sites of the Bicester airfield
and Stratton Audley Quarry, within an area of larger scale fields including
more frequent woodland and hedgerow trees and traversed by PRoW. It
has a medium sensitivity given the designated features and the intact
isolated rural character.

12.5.13

There are a number of local PRoW in the area including National Cycle
Route 51, giving indication of recreational value. Refer to Figure 12.1.1
CDC Built Designations.

12.5.14

Land use detractors in the area include the existing railways, the A4221
ring road and commercial and industrial development including Launton
Road Retail Park, although all are substantially buffered by belts of trees.
Land cover and Vegetation

12.5.15

The rural landscape to the south of the Project Area in the Cherwell District
Council sub-section, overlying Oxford Clay, is dominated by small scale
pasture of semi-improved grassland, divided by hedgerows including trees
of mature ash, oak and sycamore and occasional small woodland copses.
Tree lined watercourses with pollarded willow, poplar and ash are a
distinctive feature of this area, and together with the hedgerow pattern
contribute to the sense of rural tranquillity and small scale of this landscape.

12.5.16

To the north of the Cherwell District Council sub-section on higher ground,
with a gently undulating limestone underlying geology, there is a change of
character and land use. The fields are three to four times larger in scale
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and in arable cultivation. Hedgerows are hawthorn with frequent hedgerow
trees. The landscape is more wooded than elsewhere in Cherwell.
12.5.17

The industrial areas are characterised by belts of mature trees and hedges
along the major roads. Additionally, two large areas of grass and scrub abut
the railway (SP596226 and SP600230), which likely support some informal
recreational use. These also accommodate a watercourse, which continues
alongside the settlement of Langford.

12.5.18

The existing railway corridor is flanked by mature deciduous belts of trees
for the majority of its length, which means that despite being raised on
embankments for several stretches, it is relatively unobtrusive, sitting within
a landscape of established hedgerow trees.
Historical/Cultural Associations

12.5.19

This area has many historical associations and features in the landscape
showing notable time depth and historic character, dating back as far as
Roman times and evidenced in the form of vernacular buildings of stone,
thatch and brick, village churches, numerous listed buildings particularly
within Bicester (CA) and Launton, medieval ridge and furrow, a deserted
medieval village at Wretchwick and a Roman Road forming the original
route of the A4421 and A41. More recent history includes the Bicester
airfield (CA) north of Bicester. The frequency and quality of historical
features and elements within the study area, as outlined below, contribute
to a landscape that exhibits areas of medium quality and value.

12.5.20

Further details and assessment of Cultural Heritage assets can be found in
Chapter 7 (Cultural Heritage).
Watercourses/Waterbodies

12.5.21

The southern half of Cherwell District Council sub-section is within lowlying, clay based floodplains. Extensive ditches and streams are frequently
lined by willows. Wet ground conditions and heavy clay soil have led to
pastoral grazing as the dominant land use. The landscape falls away to the
south west where the Rivers Ray and Cherwell drain into the Thames.
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Visual Baseline
12.5.22

The existing railway integrates effectively both into the urban edge and rural
landscape by means of the mature vegetation within its corridor,
additionally being partially screened in cutting.

12.5.23

The built context of Bicester also obscures all but close immediate views of
the existing railway.

12.5.24

Views from the northern edges of Launton, local PRoW and generally
within the lower flatter rural areas through which the existing railway
passes, are in general enclosed by existing hedgerows and trees within the
small scale field pattern and limited to within close proximity of the railway.
Key Viewpoints

12.5.25

A combination of desktop study and field survey has confirmed a range of
visual receptors that would be affected by the Project. A series of
viewpoints representing the views from these receptors were selected to
form the basis for assessment of visual impacts. The location of the
viewpoints is shown in Figure 12.1.5 CDC Viewpoint Location Plan. The
viewpoints are also described in Table 12.1.

12.5.26

Receptors are classified using the following abbreviations:


P: Residential;



R: Recreational;



C: Community;



W: Work;



M: Road User; and



H: Cultural Heritage.
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Table 12.1 Cherwell District Council sub-section Viewpoints

Viewpoint No.

Receptor
Type and
Sensitivity

Grid Reference,
Location and direction
of view
SP605228

CH1
(Photomontage)

P, R
High

Launton school and playing
fields.
north

Description of existing view

View from access road to Sports and Social Club, adjacent to Launton Church of
England Primary School play area. The road is enclosed to the north by mature
boundary vegetation. The grassed playing fields include several mature individual
trees and a hedgerow which partially screens the club building and railway beyond.

SP596212

CH2

R, H
High

PRoW, Bicester south, east
of A41 and south of A4421.

View from the site of a deserted Medieval village. A PRoW crosses extensive flat
pastoral farmland with overgrown hedgerows and hedgerow trees obscuring long
distance views.

north east
SP605220

CH3

R
Medium

PRoW in pastoral field south
west of Launton.
north west

View towards the railway from a PRoW in a linear field enclosed by the Ashendon
and Aynho railway embankment to the west and hedgerow, woodland and garden
vegetation to the east. The large commercial sheds of Bicester Park are visible above
boundary vegetation at the furthest extent of the view north.

SP594226

CH4
(Photomontage)

W,R,
Medium

PRoW alongside railway
within industrial estate on
eastern edges of Bicester,
west of the A4421.

View partially enclosed by woodland and scrub vegetation which largely screens the
existing railway line. The PRoW proceeds through a grassed area of natural
regeneration. The upper parts of industrial buildings to the north of the track are
visible against a background of mature trees.

north east
SP604228

CH5
(Photomontage)

P,H,M
High

St Mary’s Church, Bicester
Road, Bicester.
north west

View from the outskirts of the village of Launton, adjacent to the Grade I listed church.
Looking along the two lane Bicester Road towards the existing railway bridge which is
obscured by the curve of the road and mature churchyard trees and roadside
hedgerow with trees. A decorative brick retaining wall separates the churchyard from
the narrow footpath and grassed verge.
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Viewpoint No.

Receptor
Type and
Sensitivity

Grid Reference,
Location and direction
of view

Description of existing view

SP609229

CH6
(Photomontage)

P,R
High

PRoW adjacent to
residential properties on the
northern fringes of Launton.

Expansive view across flat pastoral farmland with occasional remnant hedgerow
trees towards the railway corridor. The railway is demarcated and screened by a
substantial linear belt of mature trees. Telecommunications mast and poles are the
other urban elements in the scene.

north
SP605236

CH7
(Photomontage)

R
Medium

PRoW north of Launton and
the railway.

Expansive view from a PRoW across and agricultural field towards the embanked,
tree lined railway corridor. To the west the scrub and trees follow the alignment of a
dismantled railway, now the preferred footpath route.

south east
SP612234

CH8

R
Medium

PRoW north of Launton and
the railway.

View from PRoW in a field close to the railway. The railway runs on a slight
embankment at this stage, which is covered with scrub and trees.

south

CH9
(Photomontage)

R, M
High

SP617233
Field gate off Station Road
near Folly Cottage

Open view over a medium sized pastoral field with a gentle rise to the south. Mature
boundary vegetation consists of occasional trees in hedgerows.

south east
SP618242

CH10

R
Medium

PRoW crossing agricultural
land south west of Field
Farm and north of Station
Rd

Open view across pastoral field with visible ridge and furrow, bounded by wellmaintained hedgerow with mature, regularly spaced trees. Woodland and railway
vegetation are visible in the middle distance forming the background to the view.

south
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Viewpoint No.

Receptor
Type and
Sensitivity

Grid Reference,
Location and direction
of view

Description of existing view

SP623227

CH11

R
Medium

PRoW south of Folly Farm,
east of Launton.

View towards railway from PRoW on agricultural land with ruined farm buildings
nearby. Existing intervening mature trees and hedgerows obscure long distance
views.

north west
SP603227

CH12
(Photomontage)

P,R
High

PRoW adjacent to
residential properties on the
north west edges of Launton
north west

View from well used PRoW on open pastoral land on the outskirts of the village. The
field is enclosed to the east by woodland and in the near distance views are partially
intercepted by an immature hedgerow with trees. Medium distance views are largely
confined by a substantial conifer hedge on embankment forming the boundary
between Manor Farm / The Tythe Barn and Charbridge Lane. Although glimpsed
views of warehouses are available but they are absorbed within the tree line of
surrounding vegetation.

SP610258

CH13

P,R
High

Stratton Audley, north east
of Bicester.

Expansive view from a PRoW close to the southern residential fringes. Pastoral land
in the foreground is bounded by mature trees and hedges, and residential properties,
which obscure long distance views from this location.

south
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Aylesbury Vale: Claydon/Quainton sub-section
12.5.27

Within the Aylesbury Vale: Claydon/Quainton sub-section, the following
statutory and non-statutory designations indicate recognition of landscape
value and thus potential increased sensitivity to the Project:


One Area of Attractive Landscape (the Quainton-Wing Hills);



One Local Landscape Area (Poundon Hill); and



Six Conservation Areas Botolph Claydon, Quainton, Marsh Gibbon (3),
Middle Claydon (Claydon House and gardens) and Quainton.

Landscape/Townscape Character
12.5.28

AVDC and Buckinghamshire County Council have identified and described
the different local landscape character areas within the district; published in
Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd, “Aylesbury Vale Landscape Character
Assessment”.

12.5.29

Within the Aylesbury Vale: Claydon/Quainton sub-section at the district
scale, there are 11 Landscape Character Areas LCAs,338,and one Local
Landscape Area (LLA)24. These are shown in Figure 12.2.4 CQU LCA.

12.5.30

The Project passes through eight LCAs. The LCAs relevant to the
Aylesbury Vale: Claydon/Quainton sub-section are:


4.12 Winslow Ridge (west)



5.4 Twyford Vale



5.6 Claydon Vale



5.9 Westcott Claylands



7.1 Poundon Charndon Settled Hills



7.2 Calvert Clay Pits



7.3 Claydon Bowl



7.4 Kingswood Wooded Farmland



8.1 Marsh Gibbon Vale



8.5 Northern Vale

338

As defined by “Aylesbury Vale Landscape Character Assessment” prepared by Jacobs Engineering UK on behalf of
Aylesbury Vale District Council and Buckinghamshire County Council.

24 As identified in “Defining the special qualities of local landscape designations in Aylesbury Vale District” prepared by LUC
2015.
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12.5.31



9.1 Finemere Hill, and



9.2 Quainton Hill.

For key characteristics and sensitivity of LCAs refer to Appendix 12
Local Landscape Character

12.5.32

This description provides an unpublished overview of the local landscape
character within the Aylesbury Vale: Claydon/Quainton sub-section as
follows. The undulating landform, rich landscape of woodland, low intensity
farming with evidence of ‘ridge and furrow’ good hedgerow and hedgerow
trees, creates a landscape of high quality throughout the majority of the
Aylesbury Vale: Claydon/Quainton sub-section. Villages and parkland with
strong historic associations, strengthened by quiet meandering lanes,
create a remote character with high levels of tranquillity and villages contain
many vernacular buildings of stone and thatch, making attractive historic
settlements.

12.5.33

Elements that disturb this rural character are the Calvert landfill site and
industrial buildings to its south. Located on the site of former brickworks
and adjacent to the railway, these sites are of localised impact. Pylon lines,
particularly in the Claydon Valley, have a wider impact on the surrounding
landscape, and traffic and development along the A41 south of Grendon
Underwood creates an intrusive element within the local landscape.

12.5.34

The existing railway, flanked for most of its length by linear belts of trees
and scrub and occasionally in cutting, sits unobtrusively in the landscape.
Landform

12.5.35

The Aylesbury Vale: Claydon/Quainton sub-section supports a wide range
of contrasting landforms from plateau to low lying valley, giving this area an
interesting and often attractive landscape structure. In the northwest,
undulating plateaux, up to 109m AOD to the south of Buckingham and the
River Great Ouse, are dissected by small shallow ridges and valleys.
Central, north eastern and eastern areas south of Padbury and through the
Twyford Vale towards Addington and further south, are characterised by
shallow valleys and gently undulating landforms. Landforms in central
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areas extending south from Poundon and Steeple Claydon continue to be
undulating with complex contours forming small hills and ridges.
12.5.36

In the areas around Calvert, the land has been disturbed by former
brickworks, now restored to recreational lakes and nature reserves to the
south and new landform has been created by landfill, still currently in
progress. Towards the south eastern extents, north of Quainton and
Shipton Lee, the land rises to form clearly defined low hills and ridges of up
to 187m AOD at Quainton Hill. In the east and south eastern areas, the
landform is a distinctly low lying vale enclosed to the north by the plateau
and settlement of Marsh Gibbon and to the south by the Chiltern Scarp.

12.5.37

The Project passes primarily through areas characterised by shallow
valleys and gently undulating landforms typical of the central and middle
southern areas. The railway passes frequently into cuttings through shallow
rises in the landform.
Landuse/Settlement

12.5.38

Between Poundon and Addington, the areas through which the Project
passes are predominantly agricultural with pastoral farming west of
Charndon and more mixed farming with slightly more arable towards the
west of Charndon. South of Charndon, landuses are typically agricultural
mixed farming with large blocks of deciduous woodland forming a
distinctive feature along with areas of parkland landscape associated with
Claydon House.

12.5.39

Areas around Calvert are dominated by the operational Calvert landfill site,
new industrial land uses to its south and the Greatmoor EfW site. Former
brickworks to the north of Calvert are now restored to form large lakes
reclaimed as wildlife sites.

12.5.40

Settlements are characterised by small evenly distributed villages located
on slightly higher ground or low ridges, interspersed by scattered
farmsteads.
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12.5.41

The existing railway in itself is a major land use in the area which has
influenced both the location and type of other landuses and such as Calvert
landfill, Greatmoor EfW, road and railway bridge crossing and settlements.

12.5.42

The area has few main roads; the majority are minor B roads, often straight,
narrow and hedge lined and serving the farm and village communities.
Main roads occur in the north with the A413 serving Buckingham and
Winslow and in the south the A41 Roman Road to Bicester.

12.5.43

The area supports numerous PRoW, including a number of long distance
footpaths in the area namely Bernwood Jubilee Way, Swan’s Way, Cross
Bucks Way and North Buckinghamshire Way / Midshires Way, giving
indication of the recreational value of the area. Several PRoW traverse the
existing railway. And National Cycle Routes 50 and 51 pass through the
area close to Steeple Claydon and Claydon House. Refer to Figure 12.2.1
CQU Built Designations.

12.5.44

Pylon lines are a dominant and detracting feature in the south, crossing
roughly north east to west and crossing over the existing railway near
Shipton Lee and at Verney Junction.
Landcover/Vegetation

12.5.45

There is a predominantly strong irregular field pattern of small to medium
sized fields with a good hedgerow network and hedgerow trees. Oak is the
prevalent species along with ash, poplar and willow. Large blocks of
deciduous woodland, many of which are Ancient Woodlands, are typical
within the Claydon Valley, some associated with the historic parkland
landscapes of Claydon House. Plantations of poplars, planted in grids or
along field boundaries, are also typical of this area. To the north and south
west of the Project Area, many of the characteristic streams and brooks are
marked by willows and poplars.

12.5.46

Passing through the largely agricultural landscape, the existing railway
supports a dense corridor of mature native trees and shrubs, particularly
along the section of railway not currently open to traffic between Claydon
Junction and Bletchley, beyond Winslow which; disguises its presence in
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the landscape and integrates it with the surrounding field boundary
hedgerows.
Historical/Cultural Associations
12.5.47

This area has many historical associations and features in the landscape
dating back as far as Roman times and evidenced in the form of vernacular
buildings of stone, thatch and brick, village churches, historic parklands and
houses, ancient barns, Medieval ridge and furrow, and a Roman Road now
followed by the A41. The frequency and quality of historical features and
elements within the study area, as outlined below, contribute to a
landscape that exhibits areas of high to medium quality and value.

12.5.48

Within the Aylesbury Vale: Claydon/Quainton sub-section there are
numerous listed buildings including Claydon House, Middle Claydon and
Doddershall House near Shipton on Lee.

12.5.49

Claydon House (Grade I) lies approximately 1.25km from the Project
Boundary and is a 17th century property now owned by the National Trust.
Claydon is a Grade II Registered Park and Garden: a mid to late 18th
century landscape park surrounding the house, with further garden
development in the 19th century. There is associated woodland to the
south. The main entrance is to the north of the site. The estate lands and
character extend beyond the boundaries of the park and garden and seen
reflected in the mature trees located along roads and field boundaries.

12.5.50

Doddershall House a Grade 11* early 16th century property near Quainton
whose tree enclosed grounds and tree lined access road add localised
historic value to the landscape.
Watercourses/Waterbodies

12.5.51

To the north of the existing railway in the areas of Twyford, and Steeple
Claydon the shallow valleys and meadows support many meandering
watercourses, the principal ones being Claydon Brook.

12.5.52

In the south west, the low lying vale also supports many winding brooks
and ditches with the River Ray running through the area, east of Marsh
Gibbon. The large lakes at Charndon, formerly brick work pits, are
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distinctive features of the local area. To the east, minor stream courses run
off the sloping ground. Notable features include village ponds and the lake
within the grounds of Claydon House.
Visual Baseline
12.5.53

Views are typically contained by combinations of landform and enclosure
from dense hedgerows, hedgerow trees and woodlands. However, views
are possible to and from low lying valleys to surrounding higher ground
such as at Finemere Hill and Quainton Hill.

12.5.54

Visually, the railway remains inconspicuous in the landscape being either
screened by vegetation along its corridor, being in cutting and/or being
located by natural or man-made landforms such as the Calvert landfill site.
HS2 and the Future Baseline

12.5.55

The proposed methodology for the assessment of the construction phase
cumulative landscape and visual effects of HS2 Works and the Project is
provided in Chapter 15 (Cumulative Effects).

12.5.56

As the HS2 Scheme will be constructed at the same time as EWR, and
therefore for operational impacts of Landscape and visual effects, HS2 is
considered part of the future baseline. Between the western edge of Grebe
Lake (Calvert), Queen Catherine Road (Steeple Claydon) and Station Road
(Quainton) the Project will cross an area covered by the HS2 Scheme.
Landscape

12.5.57

The specific changes to landscape baseline in the future resulting from the
HS2 Project, as reported in the HS2 ES, are expected to include:


Temporary and permanent effects to the value, quality and sensitivity of
existing landscape elements resulting from changes to landform,
vegetation, landuses, historic character, local designated landscape and
published LCAs; and



Introduction of new planting into the landscape as part of the HS2
Project landscape and visual mitigation.
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Visual
12.5.58

The specific changes to visual baseline in the future from the HS2 Scheme
are expected to include:


Key visual receptors identified as part of the Project will have their view
changed or no longer have a view of the Project due to the visual
intervention of the HS2 Scheme. This also applies to views of the
potential bat mitigation structure that may be required as part of the
Project i.e. there will be no views of it from visual receptors; and



The locations of receptors, which may include PRoW and/or residential
properties may no longer exist as a result of the location of the HS2
Scheme.

Key Viewpoints
12.5.59

A combination of desktop study and field survey has confirmed a range of
visual receptors that would be affected by the Project within the Aylesbury
Vale: Claydon/Quainton sub-section. A series of viewpoints representing
the views from these receptors have been selected and agreed at the
consultation stage to form the basis for assessment of visual impacts. The
location of the viewpoints is shown in Figure 12.2.5. CQU Viewpoint
Location Plan. The viewpoints are also described in Table 12.2.

12.5.60

Receptors are classified using the following abbreviations:


P: Residential;



R: Recreational;



C: Community;



W: Work;



M: Road User; and



H: Cultural Heritage.
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Table 12.2 Aylesbury Vale: Claydon/Quainton sub-section Viewpoints

Viewpoint No.

Receptor Type and
Sensitivity
P-High

CQ1

R-Medium
M-Low

Grid Reference,
Location and
direction of view
SP641250
South

CQ2
(photomontage)

R-High

SP636234

P-High

North

CQ3
(photomontage)

R-High

SP646238

P-High

North

P-High

SP648234

R-High

North

P-High

SP649245

M-Low

West

CQ4

CQ5
CQ6
(photomontage)
CQ7

R-High

SP660247
North east

P-High

SP658254

R-Medium

South

Description of existing view
Main Street Poundon. Elevated view west of Poundon from near to Poundon Hill,
looking south across the Vale from the road and PRoW near to a residential property
across the distant Vale to the south. Upper ridgeline dominating near views and
screening the majority of the railway in the lower valley.
PRoW near Westbury Court, north west of Marsh Gibbon. Looking northwards across
grazing land towards the mast at Poundon.
Looking north towards Barnwood Farm from the Barnwood Jubilee and Cross Bucks
Way north of Marsh Gibbon across arable fields. The railway is screened in cutting.
Marsh Gibbon. Open panoramic view across grazing land looking north from the
northern residential fringe from the Cross Bucks Way towards slightly higher ground
at Poundon, seen on the horizon and identified by the mast.
Station House, Station Road, north of Marsh Gibbon. View dominated by the railway
bridge and embankment.
Elevated panoramic view across well hedged farmland from Windmill Hill at the
junction of several PRoW looking north east towards Green Lane bridleway bridge.
View south from a PRoW near Twyford Lodge, south of Twyford, looking in the
direction of Green Lane bridge. The railway and bridge are predominantly screened
by intervening vegetation.
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Receptor Type and
Sensitivity

Grid Reference,
Location and
direction of view

P-High

SP674258

M-Low

South

P-High

SP6944257

M-Low

West

P-High

SP696256

R-Medium

North east

CQ11
(photomontage)

P-High

SP701268

R-Medium

South

CQ12
(photomontage)

P-High

SP708264

M-Low

South

Viewpoint No.

CQ8

CQ9

CQ10

CQ13
(photomontage)

CQ14
(photomontage)

R-High

R-High
M-Low
P-High

SP710262
North west

SP710263
North east

Description of existing view
View near to Portway Farm from Main Street between Twyford and Charndon looking
south across hedgerows and fields in the direction of the railway, screened by cutting
and intervening vegetation.
Shepherds Furze Farm, Calvert. Looking west from the entrance to the farm across
open arable farmland.
View north east from PRoW near to Rose Hill Farm, east of the Calvert to Steeple
Claydon Road, looking across arable farmland towards Steeple Claydon seen on the
skyline.
Elevated panoramic view looking south across the Vale from a PRoW on the
southern fringes of Steeple Claydon across an agricultural landscape.
Looking south from Claydon/Queen Catherine Road near to Pear Tree House seen
on the left of picture, across an adjacent paddock that lies at a higher level to the
railway, which is screened in cutting. Distant views are filtered by intervening trees on
the filed boundary and upper railway cutting slope.
Looking north west from a PRoW south of Claydon/Queen Catherine Road level
crossing in the direction of the level crossing. Adjacent fields used for grazing horses
exhibit poor draining conditions. Mature coniferous trees within the gardens to Pear
Tree House and dense vegetation alongside the railway, dominate the background
view.
Looking north east from Queen Catherine Road and NCR 51 towards Railway
Cottages and section of railway not currently open to traffic. Adjacent field used for
grazing horses exhibits poor draining conditions.
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Viewpoint No.

CQ15

CQ16

CQ17

CQ18

Receptor Type and
Sensitivity

Grid Reference,
Location and
direction of view

P-High

SP715263

R-High

North west

P-High

SP720276

R-Medium

South east

R-Medium

SP722268

P-High

North

R-High

SP718255

P-High

North west

P-High

CQ19

R-Medium
M-Low
M-Low

CQ20

R-Medium
P-High

CQ21

SP733272
East

SP736273
North west

R-Medium

SP739276

P-High

Southwest

Description of existing view

View north west from the Bernwood Jubilee Way near to Rectory Farm, looking
across flat arable farmland punctuated by small copses and low hedgerows.
Slightly elevated open character view above the valley, looking south east from a
PRoW near to Windmill Hill Farm, east of Steeple Claydon across pastoral farmland,
low hedgerows and trees.
Mount Pleasant Farm, north of Middle Claydon, looking northwards from a PRoW
close to the farm, across horse grazing paddocks and towards arable farmland, with
small copses and low hedgerows in the distance.
Looking north west across Claydon Park from the public access road leading to
Claydon House. The parkland boundaries seen in the distance are enclosed by
mature tree belts, screening views from beyond the park and also of the railway
corridor.

Looking east from a farm gate entrance on the edges of Littleworth in the direction of
Verney Junction. The foreground view is dominated by traversing OHL and pylons.

Looking north west from the southern fringes of Verney Junction towards Littleworth.
The foreground view is dominated by traversing OHL and pylons.

View south west from a PRoW near to Furzen Farm looking towards the railway
corridor and Verney Junction. OHL and pylons are dominant on the skyline, adjacent
to properties in Verney Junction.
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Viewpoint No.

Receptor Type and
Sensitivity
P-High

CQ22

M-Low
R-Medium

CQ23

CQ24

CQ25

CQ26

CQ27

CQ28

Grid Reference,
Location and
direction of view
SP750278
South east

R-Medium

SP706250

M-Low

North

P-High

SP697250

R-Medium

North

P-High

SP687246

M-Low

North

P-High

SP688245

M-Low

East

R-Medium

SP708220
North west

R-Medium

SP709216

P-High

North east

Description of existing view

Looking south east from Verney Road adjacent to Bridge Farm Cottages and PRoW.
The near view is dominated by the railway on embankment, which is sparsely
vegetated.
Looking north from the Calvert to Botolph Claydon Road, at a PRoW in the direction
of Steeple Claydon, across gently undulating farmland interspersed with small
copses. The existing railway corridor is screened in cutting and by intervening
landform and vegetation.
View north from a PRoW adjacent to Calvert Cottages, Calvert, looking across gently
undulating farmland interspersed with small copses, in the direction of Steeple
Claydon, visible on the distant horizon. The railway is almost entirely screened by
intervening landform and or vegetation.
View from Calvert, close to residential properties adjacent to the Calvert Station
overbridge, near to the junction with Brackley Lane.
View east from residential areas off Brackley Lane, Calvert, towards an existing
works entrance and access road.
View looking across poor draining pasture from a PRoW close to the railway. The
view is dominated by Calvert Energy from Waste Plant.
View looking across poor draining pasture from a PRoW and farm track north of Oak
Tree Farm, looking in the direction of Adam’s underbridge. The railway is not visible
due to screening from vegetation along the intervening disused railway section;
currently being used as access to the EfW plant.
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Viewpoint No.

CQ29

CQ30
(photomontage)
CQ31

CQ32

CQ33

CQ34

CQ35

Receptor Type and
Sensitivity

Grid Reference,
Location and
direction of view

P-High

SP716209

M-Low

East

P-High

SP721202
East

P-High

SP729194

R-High

East

M-Low

SP735188
North east

P-High

SP741193

M-Low

West

R-High

SP739191

M-Low

West

P-High

SP742284

R-High

South

Description of existing view
View from adjacent to Woodhouse Farm Cottages, Quainton, looking towards
Whitehills overbridge. The railway is screened by tall dense hedgerows alongside the
road. The immediate view is dominated by OHL and pylons.
View from close to Doddershall House and barn conversion properties, looking
across pastoral farmland visually enclosed by mature boundary trees and
hedgerows. Distant views to hills at Quainton.
View from Doddershall House access road at a PRoW near to Upper South Farm,
looking towards the railway, which is screened in cutting beyond hedgerow.
View from an entrance gate across the Railway Centre overspill carpark. Quainton
Road overbridge is just visible and Quainton Hill dominates the skyline in the
distance.
View from Station Road, Quainton, from an entrance to a small holding. Views to the
existing railway corridor from properties along Station Road are screened by
intervening hedgerows.
View from the entrance to the Railway Centre off Station Road, in the direction of
Quainton Road overbridge.
Slightly elevated, panoramic view across gently undulating arable farmland, from a
PRoW on the edges of Addington near to St Mary the Virgin Church, in the direction
of Furzen Farm and Verney Junction in the distance. Hedgerows, trees and small
copses filter views across the wider landscape. Pylons, seen on the skyline are a
visual detractor in the rural view.
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Viewpoint No.

CQ36

Receptor Type and
Sensitivity

Grid Reference,
Location and
direction of view

P-High

SP694256

M-Low

North

CQ37

R-Medium

CQ38

R-High

CQ39

SP686259
South
SP745204
South

R-High

SP714223

P-High

West

Description of existing view

View from Addison Road near to driveway entrances to Shepherds Furze and Rose
Hill Farms looking in the direction of Addison Road rail bridge crossing.

View from a PRoW north of the Calvert Junction and Shepherds Furze Farm.

Elevated view from Simber Hill from the North Bucks Way overlooking Quainton with
the Buckinghamshire Railway Centre in the distance.

Elevated view from near Finemoor Wood towards Greatmoor EfW Plant.

R-Medium

CQ40

P-High

SP672248

C-Medium

North west

View from the junction with Schools Hill and Main Street, Charndon from near
residential properties and the village hall.

M-Low
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Winslow/Swanbourne Sub-Section
12.5.61

Within the Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne sub-section, the following
statutory designations which indicates recognition of landscape value and
thus potential increased sensitivity to the Project:


One Area of Attractive Landscape ( Bow Brickhills); and



Nine Conservation Areas (CA); of which three are within 1km of the
existing railway (Winslow, Shipton, Swanbourne, Mursley, Little
Horwood and Newton Longville).

District
12.5.62

Aylesbury Vale District Council and Buckinghamshire County Council have
identified and described the different local landscape character areas within
the district; published in Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd, “Aylesbury Vale
Landscape Character Assessment”.

12.5.63

Within the Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne sub-section there are 11
Landscape Character Areas LCAs339. These are shown in Figure 12.3.4
WIS LCA. The Project passes through and/or adjoins seven LCAs. The
characteristics and sensitivity of each of these LCAs are described in
Appendix 12.

12.5.64

The LCAs relevant to the Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne subsection are:

12.5.65



4.8 Horwood Claylands



4.9 Newton Longville-Stoke Hammond Claylands



4.10 Greenway Open Farmland



4.11 Mursley-Soulbury Claylands



4.12 Winslow Ridge (east and west)



5.5 Claydon Tributary



5.6 Claydon Valley

For key characteristics and sensitivity of LCAs refer to Appendix 12

339

As defined by “Aylesbury Vale Landscape Character Assessment” prepared by Jacobs Engineering UK on behalf of
Aylesbury Vale District Council and Buckinghamshire County Council.
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Local Landscape Character
12.5.66

This description provides a unpublished overview of the local landscape
character within the study area as follows. The landform and strong
hedgerow pattern create an attractive landscape structure, which is
enhanced by villages with vernacular buildings of stone, brick and
occasional thatched roofs, and by a lack of visual intrusion. The area is
tranquil and has remoteness away from the main transport corridors and
urban fringes. The area is considered to have a high landscape/townscape
quality.
Landform

12.5.67

Two areas through which the Project passes are predominantly undulating
plateau (Undulating Clay Plateau) of up to 140m above ordnance datum
(AOD), bisected by small shallow ridges and valleys, which create the
undulating landform. In the west, to the north of Winslow, the railway briefly
passes through landform with less pronounced undulations, characterised
by a series of shallow valleys of up to 110m AOD. These shallow valleys
are mostly typical of the western parts of the study area and feature to the
north and south of Winslow, with a minor inclusion immediately south of
Milton Keynes.

12.5.68

Lying just within the Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne sub-section in
the east and south of the River Ouzel valley is a distinctive ridge formation
featuring steep valley sides incised by streams to create an undulating
landform rising to approximately 165m AOD.
Land use and Settlement

12.5.69

The Project passes for the majority of its length through mixed farmland
with medium to large sized fields with good hedgerow patterns,
interspersed by numerous woodlands and small spinneys often abutting the
existing railway. The area is well served by local winding lanes linking
numerous evenly spread small to medium sized, typically linear villages
interspersed by scattered farmsteads. Larger settlements in the area
include the town of Winslow, whose northern edge abuts the railway and
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Milton Keynes, whose south and south western edges are abutted by the
Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne sub-section.
12.5.70

Villages support a wide mix of styles with a range of vernacular buildings
within their older centres, featuring local stone churches, half-timbered and
thatched properties and local brick cottages. Modern housing and schools
are typically located on the edges of settlements and portray a suburban
fringe character.

12.5.71

The area supports numerous PRoWs and a number of long distance
footpaths including the Midshires Way /Swan’s Way which run parallel to
the existing railway in the south, just north of Mursley and the Cross Bucks
Way between Winslow and Swanbourne; giving indication of the
recreational value of the area. Refer to Figure 12.3.1 WIS Built
Designations.

12.5.72

National Cycle Route 51 passes within 1km of the existing railway and runs
parallel to it for a short section north of Mursley.

12.5.73

Land use detractors include the traffic on the A413, A422 and A4146, the
West Coast Main Line (WCML), the adjoining industrial fringes of Milton
Keynes and pylons crossing the study area to the east, west and south.
Land cover and Vegetation

12.5.74

Land cover is primarily agricultural with the main plateau areas
characterised by medium to large field patterns with often clipped hedgerow
boundaries containing hedgerow trees, including ash and oak. Hedgerows
have been lost in localised areas to enlarge fields, particularly near to
Newton Longville south of Milton Keynes and to form an airfield at Great
Horwood, to the north of Winslow.

12.5.75

Small, scattered pockets of deciduous woodlands are typical features, with
more frequent larger woods particularly to the north east near the urban
fringes of Milton Keynes, associated with parkland at Whaddon Park, and in
the east on the lower ridge slopes near Great Brickhill. Pollarded willows
and poplars along stream banks and low cut hedgerows are typical in the
shallow valley areas to the east and west. There are also numerous areas
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of Ancient Woodland indicating local historic landscape value. Oak is the
prevalent species along with ash, poplar and willow.
12.5.76

Passing through the agricultural landscape, the existing railway supports
often dense areas of scrub with trees becoming wider and denser in
cuttings and embankments at bridge crossings.
Historical/Cultural Associations

12.5.77

The settlements in area have many historical associations and features
evidenced by their CA status and numerous listed buildings. The wider
landscape surrounding these settlements retains less historic association
evidenced by the presence of large post enclosure fields and pylons within
the valley. Pockets of historic character however, remain at Horwood
House whose parkland character extends beyond the house to the existing
railway in the south contributing to a landscape that exhibits areas of
medium quality and value.

12.5.78

Further details and assessment of Cultural Heritage assets can be found in
Chapter 7 (Cultural Heritage).
Watercourses/Waterbodies

12.5.79

The typical undulating landforms are incised by numerous stream courses.
The valley of the River Ouzel and the parallel Grand Union Canal lie in the
eastern part of the Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne (WIS) sub-section
and the valley of the River Great Ouse and parallel Grand Union Canal
pass through the northerly parts of the area.
Visual Baseline

12.5.80

The viewing experiences vary from being often contained by the undulating
landform, roadside hedges, hedgerow trees and numerous prominent small
woodlands, to being more open on higher ridge positions where fields are
large with fewer hedgerows. These more exposed positions can be typically
found to the north of the Project Area near to Little Horwood and the
airfield, and also in the east coming south from the A421, where long
distance glimpse views of the Greensand Ridge are possible on the horizon
to the south. The often densely vegetated section of railway is in a cutting
Volume 2 Chapter 12 Page 39

The Network Rail East West Rail (Western Section) Phase 2 Order
Draft Environmental Statement

for a substantial part of its route and is visually inconspicuous in the
landscape by blending into the surrounding field and woodland structure
along its route.
12.5.81

Pylons are a common feature, visually present throughout much of the
Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne sub-section and are a visual
detractor within the wider landscape. The urban fringes of Milton Keynes
and main transport routes disturb the rural landscape, but these are of
localised impact.
Key Viewpoints

12.5.82

A combination of desktop study and field survey has confirmed a range of
visual receptors that could be affected by the Project. A series of viewpoints
representing the views from these receptors were selected to form the
basis for assessment of visual impacts. The location of the viewpoints is
shown in Figure 12.3.5 WIS Viewpoint Location Plan. The viewpoints are
also described in Table 12.3.

12.5.83

Receptors are classified using the following abbreviations:


P: Residential;



R: Recreational;



C: Community;



W: Work;



M: Road User; and



H: Cultural Heritage.

Volume 2 Chapter 12 Page 40

The Network Rail East West Rail (Western Section) Phase 2 Order
Draft Environmental Statement
Table 12.3 Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne sub-section Viewpoints

Viewpoint
No.

WS1

WS2

WS3

WS4

WS5

WS6

Receptor Type and
Sensitivity

Grid Reference,
Location and direction
of view

P,R

SP763283

High

East

P

SP785294

High

South

P,R

SP776286

High

North

P,M

SP778288

High, Low

West

P

SP783293

High

South east

R,P

SP789288

High

North

Description of existing view
View from Furze Lane and a PRoW, looking across a small field near to Lakers
residential property in the direction of a small sub-station within the field, and dense
trees that screen the railway and Winslow beyond.
View from Brickyard Farm access road off the A4033 north of Winslow, looking
across a small paddock visually enclosed by a group of mature trees. The railway is
screened in cutting and the northern edges of Winslow are partly filtered by
vegetation within the railway corridor.
View from the north east residential edges of Winslow, from a PRoW off Magpie Way
in the direction of mature vegetation within the Horwood Brook corridor and railway
bridge beyond. The small field in the foreground is used for informal recreation such
as dog walking.
View from the Horwood Road, Winslow adjacent to The White House at the bend
leading to the railway underbridge. The location is enclosed by vegetation associated
with the road, house and railway on embankment
Slightly elevated open view to represent similar view from The Hollows, looking
across arable farmland interspersed with hedgerows and trees, in the direction of
Moco Farm, looking from a small industrial park next to The Hollows, Winslow Road,
south of Little Horwood.
Open character view across pastoral farmland from a PRoW close to Moco Farm,
east of Winslow looking towards the railway corridor, currently not open to traffic and
Moco Farm overbridge.
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Viewpoint
No.

WS7

WS8

WS9

WS10

WS11

WS12

Receptor Type and
Sensitivity

R,M
High, Low

P,R
High

R, M
High, Low

R
High

P
High

P,R
High

Grid Reference,
Location and direction
of view

Description of existing view

SP796289 North

View from the Swanbourne to Little Horwood Road at the crossing of the Midshires
Way/Swan’s Way, looking across arable land in the direction of a pedestrian level
crossing, screened by a mature woodland area located alongside the railway
currently not open to traffic.

SP797295 South east

View from an estate road on the edges of Horwood House grounds looking across
pastoral and wooded estate land in the direction of the railway corridor. The railway is
not currently open to traffic in this location. The viewpoint is located near to Station
House seen on the left of the picture. Woodlands enclose and contain views from the
parkland

SP803295 North west

View along the Midshire’s & Swan’s Way running parallel with the railway corridor,
looking in the direction of Horwood Road overbridge. The railway, currently not open
to traffic, lies close to the road and Station Fields property with a narrow embankment
containing a number of trees that filter views from the road/PRoW towards the railway
corridor.

SP809302 North east

View from Midshires/Swan’s Way, where it crosses the level crossing near to the
aqueduct overbridge north of Mursley. Dense vegetation and the railway cutting
combine to visually enclose the views.

SP813309 South

View south from Salden Crabtree Farm access looking across pastoral farmland
towards the Whaddon Road overbridge. The railway corridor is screened in cutting.
OHL and pylons crossing between the railway and property are detractors within the
view.

SP818306 North west

Elevated view from the lane near to Springfield Farm, east of Whaddon Road, looking
towards the tops of trees in Salden Wood (AW) and pylons and OHL traversing the
valley. The railway corridor is screened by existing trees, landform and the railway
partly in cutting.
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Viewpoint
No.

WS13

WS14

WS15

WS16

WS17

Receptor Type and
Sensitivity
P,R
High

P,M
High, Low

P
High
R
High

P,R
High

Grid Reference,
Location and direction
of view

Description of existing view

SP823314 South

View towards Salden Wood and the overbridge, from a bridle path near Weasels
residential property. The railway corridor is not visible in cutting and the wood
dominates and encloses the view.

SP838316 North west

Open view from the entrance to Manor Farm, off the Stoke Road, looking across
hedged garden boundaries and medium sized fields. The railway currently not open
to traffic lies hidden in cutting and identified by hedgerow vegetation in the middle of
the picture.

SP806292 North

View to represent that from Grove Lodge, looking across open fields, with low clipped
hedgerows in the direction of the railway. At this location the railway is not currently
open to traffic, and screened in cutting. Views are rural and panoramic.

SP805298 South

Rural view from Swan’s Way PRoW, running immediately parallel to the railway
corridor, looking across open arable fields towards Grove Lodge, which is partly
screened by surrounding garden vegetation.

SP761280 North east

View to represent that from Furze Cottage, located behind tall garden vegetation
seen on the right of picture and from the Cross Bucks Way, which crosses the railway
via level crossing. The railway is screened in cutting and by dense vegetation seen in
the background beyond the danger sign.
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Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury sub-section
12.5.84

Within the Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury sub-section, the following statutory
and non-statutory designations indicate recognition of landscape value and
thus potential increased sensitivity to the Project:


15 Conservation Areas (CA) include Aylesbury Town, Walton Town and
Wendover Rd located within the central areas of Aylesbury;



Five Registered Parks and Gardens: Wotton House, Waddesdon
Manor, Eythrope, Hartwell House and Halton House;



One Area of Attractive Landscape: Brill-Winchendon Hills to the west of
Aylesbury.

District Landscape Character Areas
12.5.85

AVDC and Buckinghamshire County Council have identified and described
the different local landscape character areas within the district; published in
Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd, "Aylesbury Vale Landscape Character
Assessment".

12.5.86

Within the Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury sub-section there are six LCAs340.

12.5.87

The Project passes through and/or adjoins two LCAs.

12.5.88

Refer to Figure 12.4.4 Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury Local Character Areas.

12.5.89

The LCAs relevant to the Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury sub-section are:

12.5.90



5.9 Westcott Claylands



8.5 Northern Vale



8.9 Haddenham Vale



9.4 Waddesdon – Eythrope Parkland



9.9 A418 Ridge



9.10 Hartwell House & Golf Course

For key characteristics and sensitivity of LCAs refer to Appendix 12

340

As defined by “Aylesbury Vale Landscape Character Assessment” prepared by Jacobs Engineering UK on behalf of
Aylesbury Vale District Council and Buckinghamshire County Council.
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Local Landscape Character
12.5.91

This description provides an unpublished overview of the local landscape
character within Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury sub-section as follows:

12.5.92

In the north, the existing railway passes for a short length through a narrow
section of the Westcott Claylands. The landscape character is a transition
between the higher ground to the north around Quainton, the lowland vale
to the immediate east and the rising ridges towards Waddesdon. The
landscape is gently sloping and attractive, taking in the varied landscapes
of surrounding character areas. Small areas of ridge and furrow and
numerous listed buildings within Waddesdon (CA) exist within this area
indicating historic landscape character and high value and sensitivity. The
area is tranquil away from the A41.

12.5.93

In the north, the existing railway passes primarily through the Northern Vale
before reaching the urban edges of Aylesbury. The character is similar to
the Westcott Claylands and is sparsely populated, virtually flat with low
hedgerows and few trees giving it an open, sometimes remote rural
character with occasional areas of ridge and furrow. The area is tranquil in
most parts away from the A41, A413 and urban fringes of Aylesbury. The
area is rated as having medium sensitivity.

12.5.94

Waddesdon-Eythrope Parkland lies less than 1km from the Project
Boundary. The area is characterised by undulating landforms rising south
west from the lower valley through which the existing railway passes. The
landscape is intensively farmed and defined by a distinctly parkland
character featuring woodlands and the grounds around Waddesdon Manor
(Registered Park and Garden).

12.5.95

Waddesdon-Eythrope Parkland LCA has been scoped out due to distance
from and/or restricted intervisibility with the Project.

12.5.96

The areas of Haddenham Vale, Hartwell House and Golf Course, A418
Ridge lie to the lies south west of the urban area of Aylesbury. These areas
have been scoped out due to the distance from, lack of intervisibility with
the Project and/or close proximity to the built fringes of Aylesbury.
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Townscape Character
12.5.97

While parts of the Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury sub-section lie within the rural
landscape character areas surrounding Aylesbury, the Project passes
almost entirely through what is classed in the Aylesbury Vale Landscape
Character Assessment26 as Settlements LCA; indicating urban areas. As
there are no detailed descriptions of the urban areas through which the
Project

passes

within

the

Aylesbury

Vale

Landscape

Character

Assessment, field work was undertaken within the sub-section Townscape
study area of 500m from the Project Boundary to identify specific
characteristics of townscape areas and to use professional judgement to
determine the assessment of effects on these areas with potential visibility
of the Project. The townscape character areas identified within sub-section
Townscape 500m study area are described below:
12.5.98

Western Industrial/Residential Area: The north western side of Aylesbury
through which the Project passes is characterised by a sewage works,
industrial estates and retail parks. The existing railway at this location is
flanked by housing estates at Haydon Hill on the western fringes and off
Griffin Lane south of the existing railway near the centre of the town. The
Western Industrial Area is the principal employment area in the town,
incorporating a mix of old and new industrial and commercial buildings. The
area is considered to be of low sensitivity and tolerant to change;

12.5.99

Central and Aylesbury Station: South of the Civic Centre the areas through
which the existing railway passes are characterised by Aylesbury Station
and associated adjoining car parks, roads and footbridges over the railway.
The area contains a mix of new multi storey apartment blocks, college and
commercial office buildings close to the station. Further, the area contains
some older red brick buildings that date back to the opening of the railway.
The area is considered to have both low and medium sensitivity. This
sensitivity is based partly on the presence of higher quality new buildings
and some visual proximity to the smaller grain, historic buildings dating from
the Victorian era, on the northern fringes of the station. However the A41
creates a strong physical boundary between the area and the town centre
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as well as disconnecting the railway station, which lowers the value of the
townscape in this area; and
12.5.100 Southcourt Residential: In the south west the areas are predominantly
residential in character; built right both between other suburban areas of
Walton Court and California before abutting the existing railway in the north
and south. The area is characterised by semi-detached and detached
styles dating from the 1930s to present day. The areas are considered to
be of ordinary character of medium sensitivity.
12.5.101 This townscape area has been scoped out due to there being no
intervisibility with the Project.
Landscape Elements
Landform
12.5.102 To the north west, north and south of Aylesbury, the areas through which
the existing railway passes are predominantly through low lying vale (The
Vale of Aylesbury). This low lying vale is between 75-95m AOD and cut
through by very shallow valleys. A low limestone ridge up to approximately
113m AOD, which is an extension of the A418 Ridge, divides the vale. The
town of Aylesbury is situated on a part of this low ridge. North West of the
vale, land starts to rise slightly to form more gently undulating landforms
linked to a series of shallow valleys. This starts in the vicinity of Waddesdon
and is bordered to the immediate north by the higher ground of Quainton
Hill and Finemere Hill.
12.5.103 To the west south west, the landform is characterised by a series of south
west/north east running small hills and ridges divided by shallow valleys
including that of the River Thame. Waddesdon Hill is one of the highest
points at 147m AOD and lies less than 2km from the Project Boundary.
Land use and Settlement
12.5.104 The existing railway in the Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury sub-section passes
for approximately half its length through farmland to the north of Aylesbury
and the remainder through the central urban areas of Aylesbury. North of
Aylesbury and east of the existing railway, there is a sparse settlement
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pattern of dispersed farmsteads. The area contains large open arable fields
bounded by well-maintained hedgerows. Deserted medieval settlements
are present, particularly on the northern edges of Aylesbury which indicates
historic landscape character of value. Land use detractors include the A4,
pylons and overhead lines within the valley and the existing railway.
12.5.105 The area has very few roads and access to farms is made via
interconnecting tracks. South west of the existing railway between
Waddesdon and Stone, the area supports mixed agricultural land use with
larger arable fields on upper slopes and smaller pastoral fields on lower
slopes. Villages and farms are dispersed along the ridge lines and a cluster
of historic parklands supporting extensive broadleaved woodlands such as
Waddesdon Manor, Eythrope Park considered to be of very high sensitivity
and Hartwell House and Park; of moderate sensitivity, are distinctive
features in the landscape. In addition, Aylesbury Park Golf Course also lies
between the south west fringes of Aylesbury and Hartwell Park. Villages
support a wide mix of styles, with a range of vernacular buildings within
their older centres, primarily featuring local brick. Modern housing and
schools are typical on the edges of settlements and portray a suburban
fringe character. Main roads tend to follow the ridge lines with settlements
linked by sunken lanes on ridge sides.
12.5.106 Aylesbury is a historic town whose main transport routes (road, rail and
canal) radiate out from its historic civic centre. Commercial uses are
centred within and around the main inner ring road. Industrial estates and
superstores are focussed along the line of the existing railway in the north
west and alongside the Grand Union Canal to the east. Residential areas
make up the main land use and infill between and close to the main
transport routes. The settlement is expanding to the north around Aylesbury
Vale Parkway Station. Areas to the south of Aylesbury, either side of the
Railway, are primarily arable land uses closely contained by the urban
fringes of Aylesbury.
12.5.107 The area supports numerous Public Rights of Way (PRoW) and a number
of long distance footpaths which include the Aylesbury Ring, Midshires Way
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and Swan’s Way, which converge together and cross the existing railway at
Waddesdon. Further PRoW include the Round Aylesbury Walk that
crosses the existing railway in the north and south of the town, and the
Bernwood Jubilee Way, Thame Valley Walk and North Buckinghamshire
Way that follow the Thame Valley towards Aylesbury. National Cycle Route
50 approaches Aylesbury from the west. Refer to Figure 12.4.1 Aylesbury
Vale: Aylesbury Built Designations.
12.5.108 Land use detractors in the area include the industrial northern fringes of
Aylesbury and traffic on the A44, A413 and A418.
Landcover and Vegetation
12.5.109 The north and southern vale landscapes are characterised by medium to
large field patterns with low cut hedgerows and occasional hedgerow trees.
Historic meadows and willows lie adjacent to streams and low lying land.
The ridge landscapes to the west and slight north of Aylesbury have
predominantly large arable fields on the upper slopes and small pastoral
fields on the lower slopes, with low cut hedgerows and intermittent
hedgerow trees.
12.5.110 The distinctive feature of the ridge landscapes to the west is the influence
of the historic parkland landscapes supporting extensive woodland blocks,
parkland settings, formal gardens and tree lined avenues. Oak is the
prevalent species along with ash, poplar and willow. Large blocks of
deciduous woodland are typical within the vale; several ancient woodlands
are associated with the historic parkland landscapes of Wotton Underwood
and Halton House.
12.5.111 Passing through the agricultural landscape, the existing railway is narrow
and supports narrow patchy areas of scrub, with trees becoming wider and
denser in cuttings and embankments at bridge crossings.
12.5.112 Within Aylesbury, industrial, residential, school and hospital land uses lie
close to the existing railway, which supports a dense vegetated corridor in
the north, to just south of Emerald Way, before becoming more intermittent
adjacent to open green spaces off Griffin Lane and along the Bear Brook
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corridor. South of Oxford Road, towards Aylesbury Station, the existing
railway corridor widens and there is limited tree and scrub cover within the
corridor itself. Local tree cover is associated with adjacent car parks and
commercial and residential properties.
Historical/Cultural Associations
12.5.113 This area has many historical associations and features in the landscape
dating back as far as Roman times. This is evidenced in the form of
vernacular buildings of local clay brick, thatch and stone, village churches,
historic parklands and houses, ancient barns and deserted medieval
villages; features which provide a notable historic character and value to
the area.
12.5.114 There are few listed buildings within the Vale; most are clustered within the
old central core of settlements such as Aylesbury and combined within
CAs.
12.5.115 There are three Historic Parks and Gardens within the sub-section to the
southwest; including Waddesdon Manor, a National Trust property,
Eythrope Park and Hartwell House and Park near Stone. The historic
parkland landscapes characterised by woodlands and tree avenues are
distinctive features that create a good quality landscape of high sensitivity.
Watercourses/Waterbodies
12.5.116 The principal water course within the Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury subsection is the River Thame, which runs approximately east west across the
northern edge of Aylesbury. Small streams and brooks fed by higher
ground cross the low lying landscape to meet the Thame. Ornamental
lakes, weirs and falls at Eythrope Park are also a distinctive local feature.
These are fed from the River Thame.
12.5.117 A branch of the Grand Union Canal starts in the centre of Aylesbury and
travels east out of the town to cross farmland en-route to Berkhamstead,
skirting the base of the Chiltern Hills. Bear Brook runs through Aylesbury,
adjacent to the existing railway on the north side between Griffin Lane and
Oxford Road.
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Visual Baseline
12.5.118 The existing railway sits unobtrusively in the landscape/ townscape. It is
flanked for most of its length by linear, low and intermittent belts of scrub
and trees and occasionally runs within cuttings.
12.5.119 Long distance views in the northern vale towards rising ground in the west
and towards Waddesdon and Quainton in the north are typical from bridge
crossings over the existing railway and slight rises above the low lying
landscape. From higher ground in the west, long distance views are
possible over the surrounding countryside from PRoW and outer edges of
agricultural parklands.
12.5.120 Within Aylesbury the existing railway is flanked closely by dense mixed
urban development and is located largely in a vegetated cutting making the
railway relatively unnoticeable to all but those receptors adjacent to the line.
Key Viewpoints
12.5.121 A combination of desktop study and field survey has confirmed a range of
visual receptors that would be affected by the Project. A series of
viewpoints representing the views from these receptors have been selected
to form the basis for assessment of visual impacts. The location of the
viewpoints is shown in Figure 12.4.6 AYL Viewpoint Location Plan. The
viewpoints are also described in Table 12.4:
12.5.122 Receptors are classified using the following abbreviations:


P: Residential;



R: Recreational;



C: Community;



W: Work;



M: Road User; and



H: Cultural Heritage
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Table 12.4 Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury sub-section Viewpoints

Viewpoint
No.

A1

A2

A3

A4

A5

A6

Receptor Type and
Sensitivity

Grid Reference,
Location and
direction of view

P,M

SP787155

High, Low

South west

P

SP781154

High

North east

P,R

SP774165

High

North east

P,R

SP770186

High

South west

P,R

SP765171

High

North

R

SP759156

High

North

Description of existing view
An urban view from Paradise Orchard, from edges of new housing
development, dominated by views of the A41 and Aylesbury Vale Parkway
Station.
View from Putlowes Drive, off the A41, looking across pastoral land towards the
railway, which is screened on embankment by vegetation, and then beyond
towards Aylesbury Vale Parkway Station in the distance. Existing OHL and
pylons dominate the skyline.
View across garden and arable fields from a PRoW next to Fleet Marston Farm,
looking in the direction of the railway corridor and level crossing. OHL and
pylons dominate the near skyline views.
View from Mid-Shire’s Way, near to Middle Blackgrove Farm, North
Quarrendon, looking across the flat valley landscape towards Waddesdon Hill
in the distance. The view is dominated by OHL and pylons crossing the valley.
The railway corridor is not visible due to intervening vegetation within the valley.
View from a PRoW near to Lower Blackgrove Farm, looking towards the level
crossing. Views towards the railway corridor are partly screened by intervening
farm buildings and trees.
Elevated panoramic view from Waddesdon Hill looking across the valley from
the Midshire’s Way/Swans Way. Lower Blackgrove Farm is visible in the valley,
yet the A41 and railway corridors are barely visible; with their boundary
vegetation merging with the hedgerow patterns in the valley.
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Viewpoint
No.

A7

A8

A9

A10

A11

Receptor Type and
Sensitivity

Grid Reference,
Location and
direction of view

P

SP790151

High

North west

P,M

SP798145

High, Low

South

P,R

SP806139

High

West

P,R,W

SP817134

High, Low

North

R,P

SP746170

High

North east

Description of existing view
Close view from Valour Drive on north west edge of Aylesbury, looking in the
direction of the Aylesbury Vale Parkway Station with tops of car park lighting
columns just visible. Rising ground prevents views of the Aylesbury Vale
Parkway Station and car park.
Close urban view from Emerald Way, near to residential properties next to the
railway corridor, off Raban’s Lane. The viewpoint looks towards Raban’s Lane
overbridge and the industrial estate beyond.
View across a small area of public open space from near residential properties
on St Anne’s Road, south of Bear Brook, looking towards the railway corridor,
with Griffin Lane overbridge beyond dominating the view.
Near urban elevated view overlooking Aylesbury Station from Aylesbury Station
footbridge, close to adjacent overlooking apartment blocks.
Slightly elevated panoramic view from a PRoW on the north east built edge of
Waddesdon.
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Wycombe District Council sub-section
12.5.123 Within the Wycombe District Council sub-section, the following statutory
and non-statutory designations indicate recognition of landscape value and
thus potential increased sensitivity to the Project:


The Chilterns AONB;



Two Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) Windsor Hill, Ellesborough
and Kimble Warrens;



18 Conservation Areas (CA) including Ellesborough, Meadle, Askett,
Alscot, Monks Risborough, Whiteleaf, Princes Risborough, Horsenden,
Loosely Row and Lacey Green;



Princes Risborough Adopted Green Belt; and



One Registered Park and Garden – Chequers.

Landscape Character
Local Landscape Character Areas
12.5.124 There are 4 Landscape Character Areas within the Wycombe District
Council sub-section.
12.5.125 The Wycombe District Local LCAs341 relevant to the Wycombe District
Council sub-section are:


8.13 Longwick Vale;



10.6 Risborough Chalk Foothills;



11.2 Wain Hill Chalk Escarpment; and



11.3 Coombe Hill and Whiteleaf Chalk Escarpment.

12.5.126 Key characteristics of these LCAs have been taken into account in this
assessment and are shown in Figure 12.5.4 WDC Local Character Areas
and described in Appendix 12. Summaries of the LCAs are given below.
8.13 Longwick Vale
12.5.127 Within the flat farmed landscape of the vale there is an absence of
woodland. In the wider landscape however, woodland, particularly on the
escarpment, form the background to views and emphasises the sense of

341

As defined in Land Use Consultants, Bucks LCA and HS2 Sensitivity Study: Wycombe Classification (2011)
Buckinghamshire County Council
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place and connection with the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB). The scarcity of built development contributes to a high level of
tranquillity in landscapes of local value. The character of the vale is judged
to be of medium sensitivity.
10.6 Risborough Chalk Foothills
12.5.128 Long open views across the lower-lying landscape of the vale below the
foothills are a key characteristic of this LCA. The overall condition of the
landscape is fair and the level of tranquillity is low due to the presence of
roads and railway. The area lies within the Chilterns AONB and is of
national value and is considered to be of medium sensitivity.
11.2 Wain Hill Chalk Escarpment
12.5.129 Extensive long views north over to the Vale of Aylesbury are a feature of
this steep chalk escarpment. It is an intimate landscape with little
movement and high levels of tranquillity. Overall the landscape character of
Wain Hill Chalk Escarpment is considered to be of moderate sensitivity.
11.3 Coombe Hill and Whiteleaf Chalk Escarpment
12.5.130 The open far reaching views from the summit of Coombe Hill and Whiteleaf
are recognised as a special quality of the Chilterns AONB contributing to its
national value. The condition of the landscape is good, with extensive well
maintained woodland a distinctive feature. Tranquillity is high due to the
sense of enclosure provided in the woodland and the sense of separation
from visual detractors in the lower-lying vale from the more open summit.
Overall the landscape character of Combe Hill and Whiteleaf Chalk
Escarpment is considered to be of high sensitivity.
Landform
12.5.131 The Project passes south of Aylesbury, through a gently undulating low
lying vale. The vale is approximately 87m AOD before rising slightly south
of Stoke Mandeville to follow the edge of the low lying vale landform to the
west and the low lying foothills at the base of the chalk escarpment to the
east.
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12.5.132 The steep slopes of the escarpment, rising to 260m AOD at Coombe Hill,
contrast with the large flat, gently undulating foothills and low lying vale
landforms to the west.
12.5.133 South of Princes Risborough the railway enters a steep sided dry valley
cutting through the Chalk Escarpment south towards the River Wye. The
Project terminates at Princes Risborough Station.
Land use and Settlement
12.5.134 In the north and west, the railway passes through farmland supporting a
mixture of arable and pasture uses. The area contains a low density and
dispersed settlement pattern comprising scattered farmsteads and small
hamlets such as Marsh, North Lee and Meadle. These settlements are
linked by a network of rural roads that feed the busier A4010 Aylesbury
Road and B4009 Lower Icknield Way. To the east, the foothills of the Chalk
Escarpment are fringed primarily by arable farmland. Close to the base of
the Escarpment, Monks Risborough, Princes Risborough and smaller linear
settlements lie adjacent to several busy roads and the railway.
12.5.135 There are numerous PRoWs, particularly through woodlands on the chalk
escarpment. These include many long distance footpaths that follow the
chalk foothills and upper escarpment slopes, namely the Aylesbury Ring,
South Bucks Way, North Buckinghamshire Way, Icknield Way Trail,
Chiltern Way, Ridgeway, Bledlow Circular Ride, Midshires Way and Swan’s
Way. National Cycle Route 57 crosses the existing railway via the Picts
Lane Bridge south of Princes Risborough station, continuing in an east to
west direction. Refer to Figure 12.5.1 WDC Built Designations,
12.5.136 The Escarpment consists of open farmland on its lower slopes contrasting
with extensive woodland cover on the upper slopes, which continues to be
commonly found on the upland plateau further east. The lower Escarpment
slopes feature low density settlements, largely comprising isolated
properties and individual farmsteads with plateau areas and include small
villages.
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12.5.137 Both the scattered hamlets and villages and the larger settlements support
a wide mix of styles with a range of high quality vernacular buildings within
their older centres. These varying styles include local stone churches, halftimbered and thatched properties and local brick cottages. Modern housing
and schools are typical on the edges of the larger settlements of Monks
Risborough and Princes Risborough and portray a suburban fringe
character.
Land cover and Vegetation
12.5.138 Land cover in the low lying vale is primarily agricultural. It is characterised
by a mixture of open large scale arable fields with few hedgerows and trees
interspersed by smaller scale pasture fields. These smaller fields are
bordered by numerous tall hedgerows and hedgerow trees, particularly
close to small settlements and farmsteads. In general, the railway supports
fewer trees and scrub cover where it passes through the larger scale more
open field patterns. The railway retains more frequent tree cover through
smaller scale field patterns where hedgerows and trees are tall and dense.
Linear belts of poplar trees acting as shelter belts are frequently found
close to farmsteads and willows are commonly found alongside brooks and
stream courses.
12.5.139 The foothills and lower slopes of the escarpment are fringed by arable
farmland supporting large rectangular fields bounded by patchy hedgerow
patterns and occasional scattered trees. The upper scarp supports large
areas of broadleaved woodland with open patches of calcareous grassland.
A high proportion of these woods are Ancient Woodland.
12.5.140 Oak is the prevalent species along with ash, poplar and willow. Passing
through the agricultural landscape, the railway supports varying densities of
scrub with trees.
Historical/Cultural Associations
12.5.141 This area has many historical associations and features in the landscape
dating back as far as Roman times and beyond. This is evidenced in the
many vernacular buildings and features such as barrows and moated sites.
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12.5.142 There are 13 SM within 1km of the Project Boundary. Ten lie within 0.5km
or less and include three in and around Saunderton (Roundabout Wood
moated site, Roman Villa 140m east of St Mary and St Nicholas Church
and an Anglo-Saxon cemetery on Hemley Hill), one in Princes Risborough
(The Mount), four in and around Little Kimble (Moated site and Medieval
settlement remains 200m south of Manor Farm, Dial Hill Roman barrow,
50m north west of St Nicholas’s Church) and one south east of Marsh
(Apsley Manor Farm).
12.5.143 Three Grade I Listed Buildings lie less than 1km of the Project Boundary;
two in Little Kimble (Church of St Nicholas and Church of All Saints) and
one in Princes Risborough (Church of St Dunstan).
12.5.144 There are numerous other Grade II Listed Buildings within 1km of the
Project Boundary, with significant clusters occurring in the centre of Princes
Risborough, Monks Risborough, Asket and Meadle, attesting to the high
quality historical character of each town.
12.5.145 Further details and assessment of Cultural Heritage can be found in
Chapter 7 (Cultural Heritage).
Watercourses/Waterbodies
12.5.146 The low lying undulating vale is incised by the occasional small brook and
stream courses. Ditches occasionally run alongside roads. The Chalk
Escarpment and plateau are free draining and support few streams except
in the winter periods. In the Chalk river valleys, rivers and streams flow
gently and often inconspicuously, many having ‘winterbourne’ sections.
Visual Baseline
12.5.147 The main ridge of the Chilterns provides long views across the lower vale to
the north west, and the panoramic views from vantage points are one of the
special qualities that the AONB possesses.
12.5.148 Long distance views within the vale itself towards the wooded scarp slope
of the Chilterns are a characteristic feature of the area.
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Key Viewpoints
12.5.149 A combination of desktop study and field survey has confirmed a range of
visual receptors that would be affected by the Project within the Wycombe
District Council sub-section. A series of viewpoints representing the views
from these receptors have been selected to form the basis for assessment
of visual impacts. The location of the viewpoints is shown in Figure 12.5.5
WDC Viewpoint Location Plan. The viewpoints are also described in Table
12.5.
12.5.150 * Receptors are classified using the following abbreviations:


P: Residential;



R: Recreational;



C: Community;



W: Work;



M: Road User; and



H: Cultural Heritage
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Table 12.5 Wycombe District Council sub-section Viewpoints

Viewpoint
No.

Receptor Type and
Sensitivity

Grid Reference, Location and direction
of view
SP817094

W1

R, High

PRoW, north east fringe of Marsh.
East

Description of existing view

View through gap in hedge towards paddocks, stables and
caravans on Bishopstone Lane. Pylons and overhead lines on the
skyline dominate the view.

SP823088
P, High

W2

R, High
H, High

PRoW near Apsley Manor Farm, Marsh,
moated property situated in close proximity to
the railway.

View across a paddock towards a well vegetated railway corridor in
the middle distance and Marsh Crossing in a gap in hedgerow.
Dodd’s Farm buildings are seen in the left of view. Pylons and
overhead lines on the skyline.

North east
SP828090

W3

R, High

PRoW to rear of Apsley Cottages, on North
Lee Lane
North west

W4

R, High

SP848067
War Memorial, Coombe Hill, National Trust

View across open fields between road and railway. Telegraph poles
and cables seen against the skyline and dominate the view. Dodd’s
Farm house and farm buildings seen in middle-left of view. Scrub
and trees in the middle and long distance coalesce in the view to
form a distinctive linear feature.
Panoramic view over Aylesbury Vale. Housing at Ellesborough and
Butler’s Cross seen at the foot of the hill with the vale farmland
filling the view to the far distance. Aylesbury can be seen in the right
of view.
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Viewpoint
No.

Receptor Type and
Sensitivity

Grid Reference, Location and direction
of view

Description of existing view

SP799023

W5

M, Low

Road bridge on south of Princes Risborough
Station

View of rail lines and station platform, car park and footbridge in
middle distance. Rail corridor flanked by dense scrub vegetation.

North
SP822040

W6

R, High

Whiteleaf Hill

H, High

PRoW (Ridgeway)
West

Panoramic view from local viewpoint on Ridgeway summit of hill,
above Whiteleaf Cross. Princes Risborough and Monks Risborough
in middle distance at foot of hill and vale farmland beyond and to
the far distance. Wooded Wain Hill seen in left of view.
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Milton Keynes Council sub-section
12.5.151 In the Milton Keynes sub-section, the following statutory and non-statutory
designations indicate recognition of landscape value and thus potential
increased sensitivity to the Project:


Four Conservation Areas (CA);



An Area of Attractive Landscape: (The Brickhills).

Landscape Character
12.5.152 It should be noted that the Project Area is located primarily within the urban
area of Milton Keynes.
District Landscape Character Areas
12.5.153 At the County/District scale, landscape character for the surrounding rural
areas of Milton Keynes are described and assessed in the ‘Milton Keynes
Draft Landscape Character Report’342. This document provides a broad
overview of all the character of rural areas around Milton Keynes. Although
the Project Area lies predominantly within or on the outer fringes of the
urban area of Milton Keynes, to the south the existing railway adjoins LCA
6a Clayland Fringe and lies approximately within 500m of LCA 7a Brickhills
Greensand Ridge. LCA 6c. Ouzel Valley South and LCA 7b Brickhills
Greensand Ridge have been scoped out due to distance away from the
Project and/or lack of intervisibility. The current Draft LCA report is used for
the purposes of this report. Local Landscape Character is shown in Figure
12.6.4 MKC LCA.
Local Townscape Character
12.5.154 As the Project passes predominantly through urban areas which are not
described in the Milton Keynes Draft Landscape Character Report

27,

the

following description provides a general overview of the urban character of
Milton Keynes and then identifies the differing townscape character areas
through which the Project passes.

342

Landscape Partnership, Milton Keynes Draft Landscape Character Report (2007) MKC has commissioned the review and
finalisation of the draft LCA and at the time of writing, this document was at consultation stages and awaiting approval.
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Townscape Overview
12.5.155 The older settlements such as Stony Stratford, Wavendon, Loughton and
Wolverton and many historical/cultural sites have been retained within the
city and sit alongside the modern residential, commercial and industrial
sites. Both new and old transport systems of road, rail and canal have had
a large influence on the layout and urban development of Milton Keynes.
12.5.156 The West Coast Main Line (WCML) line runs through Bletchley and Milton
Keynes on the way to Edinburgh via the west coast. The Midland Main Line
(MML) also runs east to Bedford. Each line has had a major influence on
the physical development of the city.
12.5.157 Following field work areas of different urban character through which the
Project passes were identified. An Area within the sub-section Townscape
study area of 500m from the Project Boundary was determined by
professional judgement to represent the area’s most likely to be effected by
the Project within the urban area. Areas further than 500m from the Project
Boundary were determined as unlikely to be effected due to the density of
intervening built forms. The townscape character areas identified within the
sub-section Townscape 500m study area are described below:
12.5.158 Bletchley: grew from a small hamlet with the arrival of the London and
North Western Railway in 1845. Today Bletchley station is one of four
stations, which serve Milton Keynes. The town grew during the Victorian
period and again in the early 1960s when there was substantial expansion,
with people relocating from London. Bletchley is a constituent town of
Milton Keynes, situated to the south west of the city. The central residential
and civic parts of Bletchley date from the late 1930s into the 1940s and
have an attractive leafy character with areas of open space. Residential
areas on the south side of Bletchley, alongside the railway are typical local
authority housing estates dating from the 1960s and early 1970s, which
display lesser architectural qualities than the older parts of Bletchley.
12.5.159 Bletchley Park Estate and Mansion was built in the late 19th century in a
mix of Victorian Gothic, Tudor and Baroque styles. It was purchased in
1938 by the Secret Intelligence Service and became a code decryption
Volume 2 Chapter 12 Page 63

The Network Rail East West Rail (Western Section) Phase 2 Order
Draft Environmental Statement

establishment during the Second World War. The site is now an
educational and historical attraction of importance to our national heritage.
12.5.160 The south eastern parts of Bletchley are characterised by high rise office,
college and hospital buildings closely abutting the A4034. The railway
flyover and railway station give the area a dense urban and contained
character that shields the residential areas to the west. The overall
townscape character area’s sensitivity in the area of Bletchley Park is rated
as medium, based on the historic significance of Bletchley Park. However,
southern areas abutting the railway are of ordinary quality, with low
sensitivity due to their proximity to the existing railway and landfill site to the
immediate south.
12.5.161 Denbigh West is an area characterised by large scale industrial and
shopping parks. The area is a primary industrial, commercial and
infrastructure hub contained to the north and east by the A5 and to the west
and south by the existing railway. Denbigh West is divided internally by
major transport routes including Watling Street. This contrasts with the
smaller scale residential areas of Bletchley to the west, Fenny Stratford to
the south and Caldecotte linear park to the east. The overall townscape
character area’s sensitivity is rated as low due to the high concentration of
industrial development, commercial development and major transport
routes and consequent low tranquillity levels.
12.5.162 Fenny Stratford is one of the older suburbs of Milton Keynes, contained to
the west and north by the railway and to the south by the River Ouzel and
newer suburb of Water Eaton. The area is characterised by a small scale
grid of streets lined with 19th century red brick terraced houses of varying
styles, which are centred on a small shopping high street. Allotments and
playing fields are an attractive feature of the central parts of the town and
allow a green connectivity to the River Ouzel valley to the east. The
western edges are dominated by a mixture of non-distinctive commercial
developments of low townscape quality and the Bletchley railway flyover, a
visually dominant feature up to which the built edges of Fenny Stratford are
closely built. The townscape character area’s sensitivity has areas of lower
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sensitivity at the Saxon Street/B4034 junction with the flyover, however
overall the sensitivity is considered to be medium due to the instances of
older attractive character properties and gardens abutting the railway.
12.5.163 Water Eaton is located south of the River Ouzel and separated from Fenny
Stratford by the Water Eaton Road on its northern boundary, bounded to
the west by a linear industrial area and the existing railway and Blue
Lagoon Nature Reserve and Landfill site beyond. To the east the area
adjoins Waterhall Park and River Ouzel valley beyond and to the south it
adjoins the A4146. Residential areas are of ordinary character and mixed
styles dating from the early 1970s. The townscape character area has low
sensitivity nearest the existing railway due to the influences of the railway,
industrial uses and proximity to the landfill site to the west.
12.5.164 Caldecotte is located on the south eastern edge of Milton Keynes between
the A5 to the west, Bletcham Way to the north, Browns Wood and Old
Farm Park to the east and the existing railway to the south. Divided to the
north/south by Brickhill Street, the areas to the west are characterised by
mixed residential development designed off a radial grid and centred on a
circular water area annexed to the large Caldecotte Lake. The linear park
abuts the railway to the north. To the east the area is dominated exclusively
by a large industrial/distribution park featuring substantially sized industrial
style buildings, which contrast against the smaller scale adjoining
residential areas of Brown’s Wood and open character of the Ouzel Valley
to the south of the railway. The overall townscape character area’s
sensitivity is rated as low due to the high concentration of industrial,
commercial development that makes up the main townscape element of
this area.
12.5.165 Brown’s Wood / Old Farm Park consist of residential areas situated on the
south eastern corner of Milton Keynes, bounded to the east by agricultural
land and to the south by the railway. These areas feature varying styles of
semi and detached properties, centred off linked green corridors and a
central open park space. These features adjoin the existing railway in the
south, as does an area of allotments. Back gardens typically back onto the
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edge of the existing railway and while buffered by vegetation along the
railway corridor, the existing railway is a detractor to the rural character of
the Ouzel valley to the immediate south. Overall, away from the railway, the
areas have a tranquil character and have good links to the rural edge. The
overall townscape character area’s sensitivity is rated as medium due to the
dominant residential land use and rural influences.
Landform
12.5.166

Milton Keynes lies within areas of undulating upland plateau sub-divided
by the shallow river valleys of the River Ouse and Ouzel.

12.5.167 The low lying narrow and gently undulating River Ouzel valley on the
southern fringe of Milton Keynes is abutted on the south by the sharp and
distinctive rise of the heavily wooded ridge at Bow Brickhills.
Land use and Settlement
12.5.168 The city of Milton Keynes has grown from a collection of small towns and
villages into a significant regional centre in less than 40 years. The city was
designed in 1970 as a multi-centred settlement with a distinctive and
efficient grid road system and a railway that supports many local stations.
The older original towns such as Bletchley and Fenny Stratford contain
many listed buildings of character whilst the many new town varied style
residential areas are of mixed quality.
12.5.169 The area to the south of Bletchley is dominated by a large landfill site partly
restored in the west to form the Blue Lagoon Nature Reserve. The River
Ouzel valley to the south east of Milton Keynes contains a range of land
uses in addition to agriculture reflecting its urban fringe location. The
southern area is predominantly an open agricultural landscape but also
includes the A5 road corridor, the MML, equestrian facilities, garden centres
and allotments. These land uses are concentrated within a narrow valley
corridor between the Milton Keynes urban edge and settlements of Bow
Brickhill and Woburn Sands to the south, and Wavendon to the north.
These villages have a mix of different vernacular built styles, with
Wavendon of particular historic interest.
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12.5.170 There are several PRoW in the study area including the named recreational
routes which include the Midshires and Swan’s Way and the Milton Keynes
Boundary Walk. National Cycle Route 6 follows the Ouse Valley Way into
the city, and National Cycle Route 51 enters the Milton Keynes sub-section
at Salford, and crosses Milton Keynes in an east west direction. These are
shown in Figure 12.6.1 MKC Built Designations.
Land cover and Vegetation
12.5.171 Linear parks are a dominant feature within the Milton Keynes sub-section,
providing high quality, continuous open space in the city. Approximately
forty percent of the city consists of open space and many streets are tree
lined which give the city an overall green and wooded character.
12.5.172 Caldecotte Lake lies within Walton Park, which meets the railway between
the A5 and the built edges of Caldecotte. Walton Park forms a connection
to other linear parks that follow the valley of the River Ouzel. The park is
characterised by open grass spaces with intermittent trees.
12.5.173 Within the study area there are two fragments of ancient woodland in the
city. These include Howe Park Wood and Shenley Wood. Other significant
areas of vegetation in the Milton Keynes sub-section include dense mixed
woodlands that clothe the slopes of the Greensand Ridge to the south of
the existing railway.
12.5.174 Blue Lagoon Park, a nature reserve, lies to the immediate south of the
existing railway at Bletchley. The park was created on the site of former
brickworks and reclaimed landfill.
12.5.175 The landfill site is still operational to the south of Bletchley and west of the
Blue Lagoon Park and presents a poor quality landscape character.
12.5.176 The narrow valley of the River Ouzel is agricultural with low trimmed
hedgerows. Poplar belts alongside the river corridor and conifers alongside
the A4146, together with dense vegetation along the A5, form distinctive
features within the valley.
12.5.177

The existing railway supports a variety of trees and scrub vegetation that
forms a dense green edge to the southern edges of Milton Keynes.
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12.5.178 The value of the vegetation within the railway corridor is considered to be of
local value with medium sensitivity.
Historical/Cultural Associations
12.5.179 The areas within Milton Keynes have many historical associations and
contain features dating back as far as Roman times. These features add
historic character and value to the townscape and are evidenced in the
following features:
12.5.180 Six CA lie within the Milton Keynes sub-section, Loughton, Wroughton on
the Green, Shenley Church End, Bletchley, Little Brickhill and Woburn
Sands.
12.5.181 Historic features which are Scheduled Monuments lie within the sub-section
and include:


The Motte and Bailey Castle;



Bradwell Abbey;



Bradwell Bury and Bradwell castle mound



A moated site;



A fishpond and associated earthworks west of Loughton Manor;



The shrunken medieval village at Caldecotte;



The Motte castle near Wavendon Manor;



The Roman town of Magiovinium; and



The Roman fort to the south of the city.

12.5.182 There are two Grade I listed buildings within 1km of the Project Boundary;
the Church of St Mary in Bletchley and the Chapel to the north of Bradwell
Abbey House. Other listed buildings in the study area are predominantly
found within Conservation Areas; notably in Bletchley Park, Fenny Stratton
and associated with the previously mentioned Scheduled Monuments.
Watercourses/Waterbodies
12.5.183 The River Ouzel flows south to north through the city, supplying several
large lakes, before joining the River Ouse at Newport Pagnell. The Grand
Union Canal passes through the city in a north south direction, alongside
the River Ouzel, before heading west at the northern boundary, where it
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meets the River Ouse, and passes under the existing railway. After this, the
Grand Union Canal proceeds in a north westerly direction adjacent to the
River Tove.
12.5.184 The Blue Lagoon Park is designated a Local Nature Reserve. It occupies
the site of former brickworks. The northern pit was flooded in the 1940s by
the Water Eaton Brook. Since the brickworks were demolished in 1970, the
area has been landscaped with a string of ponds and hills, managed for
wildlife. It adjoins the railway south of Bletchley.
Visual Baseline
12.5.185 From the east, the existing railway skirts the residential fringes of Bletchley
on vegetated embankments. These embankments limit the views to the
landfill site to the south from the east.
12.5.186 Within Bletchley, the corridors of the WCML and MML, intersect and have a
dominant visual presence, particularly close to the flyover and to Bletchley
station from the outer fringes of Bletchley and Fenny Stratford. Further, it
dominates views to a lesser extent from Water Eaton. Commercial, office
and industrial built forms in Bletchley and Fenny Stratford help contain
views of the existing railway and flyover which to the north of Fenny
Stratford is relatively inconspicuous by being partly in a cutting and visually
enclosed by the close proximity of industrial developments, residential
properties and gardens backing onto the well vegetated corridor.
12.5.187 East of Fenny Stratford railway station, the existing railway crosses the
River Ouzel valley and becomes visible from the A5 where it crosses on a
rail bridge. Vegetation alongside the existing railway helps integrate it with
existing vegetation in the valley associated with field hedgerows, the A5
road verges, Caldecotte Park and poplar screen belts in the valley to the
south. Commercial and industrial developments screen views of the
existing railway from residential areas in Caldecotte. Where the existing
railway passes south of Brown’s Wood/Old Farm Park, visibility of the line is
contained by residential development and vegetation alongside the railway.
Boundaries of allotments and open space adjoin the railway.
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12.5.188 Between Milton Keynes and Woburn Sands the existing railway crosses the
only open stretch of rural landscape along its route. Close to Milton Keynes
the railway is partly visible from a number of PRoW and farm properties
before becoming heavily screened by surrounding woodlands. The railway
then enters the tight built up areas of Woburn Sands where it becomes
visible to, but highly contained by, properties close to the station. In Woburn
Sands the existing railway is open to views from Swallowfield Lower School
playing fields and the A5130 from the south.
Key Viewpoints
12.5.189 A combination of desktop study and field survey has confirmed a range of
visual receptors that would be affected by the Project. A series of
viewpoints representing the views from these receptors have been selected
to form the basis for assessment of visual impacts. The location of the
viewpoints is shown in Figure 12.6.6 MKC Viewpoint Location Plan. The
viewpoints are also described in Table 12.6.
12.5.190 * Receptors are classified using the following abbreviations:


P: Residential;



R: Recreational;



C: Community;



W: Work;



M: Road User; and



H: Cultural Heritage
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Table 12.6 Milton Keynes sub-section Viewpoints

Viewpoint No.

MK1

MK2

MK3

MK4
(photomontage)

MK5
(photomontage)
MK6
(photomontage)

Receptor Type
and Sensitivity*

Grid Reference,
Location and
direction of view

P,M

SP 852326

High, Low

South

R

SP 865329

High

North west

P

SP 871331

High

West

P, M, W

SP 869335

High, Low

South west

R,C,W,M

SP 870337

High, Low

North west

R High

SP 866340
South east

Description of existing view

Urban view from Newton Road, Bletchley, near to residential properties, looking
towards the railway on vegetated embankment, which dominates the immediate view.
View from the edges of Blue Lagoon Park, Bletchley looking across arable land
situated between the railway corridor, landfill site and Blue Lagoon Park, towards the
railway corridor on rising vegetated embankment.
Urban character view from Bettina Grove, Water Eaton looking towards the visually
dominant WCML embankment, which rises directly behind the backs of residential
properties. The embankment is taller than the properties themselves and visually
influencing, enclosing this residential area.
Urban character view from Duncombe Street, Bletchley looking towards a small
commercial operation and end residential terraces backing onto the flyover beyond.
The old concrete flyover structure visually dominates the view. Areas beneath the
flyover display poor visual qualities influencing the overall visual quality of the area.
Urban view from the bus station/Retail Park off South Terrace, Bletchley looking
across the B4034 Saxon Street towards dense vegetation screening the railway
flyover and Bletchley station and industrial areas beyond.
View from Bletchley Park car park. Bletchley Station is barely visible, screened
predominantly by mature intervening trees.
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Viewpoint No.

MK7

MK8

Receptor Type
and Sensitivity*

R, P High

P High

Grid Reference,
Location and
direction of view

Description of existing view

SP911359 South

Near view from Beethoven Close, on the southern edges of Brown’s Wood abutting
the railway, Milton Keynes, looking south from a bridleway in the direction of the
pedestrian level crossing. The railway corridor is well screened from users of the
bridlepath and the majority of properties by adjacent hedgerows and trees within
public open space

SP 918358 North

View from the access road leading to Woodleys Farm off Bow Brickhill Road, Woburn
Sands, looking across agricultural land and hedgerows in the direction of the level
crossing situated at the end of the access road/farm track. Properties have oblique
and upper rear views of the railway corridor partially screened by adjoining vegetation.

MK9

C,R High

SP925363 North east

Near view from close to the Station Tavern and Summerlin Community Centre,
Station Road, Woburn looking towards the level crossing that dominates the view.
Various signage’s, advertising hoardings and station/commercial associated fencing
are detractors in the view.

MK10
(photomontage)

C,P High

SP 926364 South west

Near view from Cranfield Road, Woburn Sands, adjacent to the school level crossing.
The railway corridor dominates the view and a vehicle depot in the foreground is a
visual detractor to the immediate area and neighbouring park.

SP 926363 North west

View looking across Swallowfield School Playing Fields and public open space,
Woburn Sands from a PRoW. The view is looking towards a vehicle depot, partly
screened by trees. Residential properties on Cranfield Drive are just visible through
the trees, which together with the depot; largely screen the railway corridor from this
view.

SP914370 South

Open panoramic view from a PRoW south of Wavendon, looking across the valley
towards the wooded ridge and Bow Brickhill. The railway corridor is visually filtered by
intervening hedgerows and vegetation within the valley. The railway is partly visible in
the valley identified by a hedgeline.

MK11
(photomontage)

MK12

R High

R High
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Viewpoint No.

Receptor Type
and Sensitivity*

Grid Reference,
Location and
direction of view

Description of existing view

MK13

R High

SP890345 South

View from a footpath within Caldecotte Lake Park, Milton Keynes, looking towards the
railway on bridge and embankment, visually dominating and enclosing this side of the
park.

MK14

R High

View north from the rear garden of a partially completed residential property off
Drayhorse Crescent (still under construction), Woburn Sands
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Central Bedfordshire Council sub-section
12.5.191 Within the Central Bedfordshire Council sub-section, the following statutory
and non-statutory designations indicate recognition of landscape value and
thus potential increased sensitivity to the Project:


Three Conservation Areas (CA); Woburn Sands, Apsley Guise and
Husbourne Crawley;



The Aspley Guise Adopted Green Belt; The Project Area runs adjacent
to the northern boundary of the Green Belt for approximately 3 km;



One Registered Park and Gardens; Woburn Abbey located to the south
of the Project Area.

Local Landscape Character
12.5.192 There are 5 LCAs within the Central Bedfordshire Council sub-section:


1A Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland;



5C Salford-Aspley Clay Vale;



5D: North Marston Clay Vale;



6A Woburn Greensand Ridge; and



6B Mid Greensand Ridge.

12.5.193 LCAs occur at a Local Authority level and are discrete geographical areas
each with its own individual character and identity.
12.5.194

Key characteristics of these LCAs have been taken into account in this
assessment and are shown in Figure 12.7.4 CBC Local Character Areas
and described in Appendix 12.

12.5.195 In summary this is a large scale open vale landscape defined by Oxford
Clay geology.
12.5.196 The landscape setting is of large scale arable fields with scattered towns
and villages. There are several detractors to the landscape in the form of
landfill, industrial estates, pylon towers and busy transportation routes.
However, the Greensand Ridge is largely a high quality landscape of
woods, heathlands, and picturesque villages. There are fragmented but
significant sensitive features throughout the landscape leading to an overall
evaluation of moderate landscape/townscape quality.
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Landform
12.5.197 The land north west of the A421 is a medium to large scale plateau
landscape. Subtle valleys carved by tributary streams create a gently rolling
landscape with significant elevation range from 40 – 117m AOD. Between
the A421 and the existing railway is a large-scale, low lying clay vale
landscape contained by the plateau landscape to the north west and the
steeply rising Greensand Ridge to the south east. The Greensand Ridge is
a particularly distinct feature of the area with heights up to 150m AOD.
12.5.198 The clay vale landscape around Marston Moretaine has been disturbed by
former brickworks. Many of the former clay pits have now been flooded to
create a series of lakes and associated wildlife habitats
12.5.199 South of Millbrook Station, the Vehicle Proving Ground is a round bowl
shape with steep, sloped sides in notable contrast to the flat landscape
near the railway at its northern base.
12.5.200 West of the Vehicle Proving Ground the railway hugs the base of the
steeply rising Greensand Ridge. West of Lidlington the existing railway
passes along a plateau in the hillside known as Brogborough Bank, with
clear views both to and from the railway at this point. The existing railway
continues onto the gently rolling landscape north of Aspley Guise, before
exiting the Central Bedfordshire Council sub-section.
Land use and Settlement
12.5.201 Throughout the Central Bedfordshire Council sub-section, large scale
arable crop production in regular, geometric fields is the predominant land
use.
12.5.202 In the elevated plateau area around Cranfield and towards the A421, the
arable fields are interspersed with a number of woodlands, pockets of
horse pasture, a number of business parks and estates, and new housing
development. Cranfield, the primary settlement in the area, is a long, linear
elevated village with red and buff brick housing in a mix of styles and ages.
Large farmsteads are dispersed across the landscape.
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12.5.203 Within the clay vale landscape, the arable fields are interspersed with large
scale mineral extraction sites, lakes formed from reclaimed mineral sites,
horse paddocks and industrial estates. Settlements include Marston
Moretaine, with its extensive late 20th century development, and the
clustered settlements of Salford and Hulcot within the subtle tributary valley
of the Great River Ouse.
12.5.204 In the elevated Greensand Ridge, the arable fields are frequently broken up
by pasture, extensive woodland and active and restored mineral works.
Settlements in the area are small and quite picturesque, including Aspley
Guise with its consistent building materials of red brick, clay tiles and white
windows.
12.5.205 Primary transportation routes cut through most of the Central Bedfordshire
Council sub-section creating a dominant visual and audible presence. The
A421 runs past Marston Moretaine to meet with the M1 near Brogborough
at a major interchange, which includes the A507, Bedford Road and Salford
Road. To the east of the interchange, the existing railway runs under the
A507 and M. Ridgmont Station is tucked down below the embanked A507
and M1, north of the A507.
12.5.206 There are a significant number of PRoWs in the Central Bedfordshire
Council sub-section including the Milton Keynes Boundary Walk which
passes into CBC near Salford, and again where it crosses the railway east
of Woburn Sands, before turning west through Woburn Sands. The
Greensand Ridge Walk follows the entire length of the Greensand Ridge.
The John Bunyan Trail passes through Cranfield in the north, crosses the
railway at Brogborough and traverses across the Greensand Ridge. It
overlaps the Greensand Ridge Walk for some of the route. Marston Vale
Trail crosses the railway at both Lidlington and Stewartby, and passes
through Marston Moretaine next to Stewartby Lake, before circling up and
joining the Greensand Ridge Trail on the Greensand Ridge. Cycle route 51
meanders through CBC, passing west of Stewartby Lake and north of
Marston Vale Community Park before turning north to Cranfield and then
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west to Salford and Milton Keynes. Refer to Figure 12.7.1 CBC Built
Designations.
12.5.207 Two lines of pylons run north to south through the Central Bedfordshire
Council sub-section, one line crossing the railway at Millbrook Station and
the other 0.5km west of Lidlington.
Land cover and Vegetation
12.5.208 Through the elevated plateau landscape around and south of Cranfield, are
several dispersed but large woodlands including AW and SSSI. Field
boundaries are varied, often with short flailed, discontinuous hedges,
overgrown hedgerows or hedgerows removed completely. Mature oaks
often line old hedgerow.
12.5.209 In the clay vale landscape, mature woodland is scarce and the hedgerows
are often short flailed and discontinuous or overgrown, though the
hedgerow boundaries around Salford are still strong.
12.5.210 Large evergreen, deciduous and mixed woodland blocks and plantations
make the elevated Greensand Ridge a heavily wooded landscape. Other
SSSI designations in the ridge area include heathland and improved neutral
and acidic grassland.
12.5.211 The Forest of Marston Vale covers almost the entirety of the Central
Bedfordshire Council sub-section. It encompasses an area including the
north west facing slope of Greensand Ridge, the eastern border of the M1,
north past Cranfield and east past Stewartby Lake. As part of its work to
create the Forest of Marston Vale, the Forest of Marston Vale Trust has
acquired land across the Forest area to create community woodlands. The
Trust has created a total of 660 ha of new woodland and open space
across more than 12 sites in the Forest.
12.5.212 The existing railway corridor is densely vegetated with trees and scrub for
most of its length with occasional sections of more exposed embankment.
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Historical/Cultural Associations
12.5.213 The Central Bedfordshire Council sub-section has many historical
associations and contain features dating back as far as Roman times.
These features add historic character and value to the landscape and
townscape and are evidenced in the following features:


Two CA within 1km of the Project Boundary include Aspley Guise and
Husbourne Crawley (Church End).

12.5.214 Historic features that are Scheduled Monuments include a medieval village
and moated sites at Thrupp End and give add local historic value and
character to the area. There are six Grade II* listed buildings within 1km of
the Project Boundary, all of which are concentrated in Aspley Guise. They
include the Aspley House, the Guise House, The Old House, the Parish
Church of St. James, the Church of St. Botolph and the Crawley House.
12.5.215 There are numerous other listed buildings, largely concentrated in Aspley
Guise and Husbourne Crawley, but also include the Ridgmont Station,
Millbrook Station and the Crossing House at Apsley Guise Station. There is
one Registered Park and Garden within the Central Bedfordshire Council
sub-section. Woburn Abbey (Grade I) is an extensive and complex park
and pleasure grounds around a country mansion, with its main phases
created during the 18th and 19th centuries, using a 17th century base.
12.5.216 Further details can be found in Chapter 7 (Cultural Heritage).
Watercourses/Waterbodies
12.5.217 A number of tributary streams cut through the Central Bedfordshire Council
sub-section and are often tree lined and a focus for settlement. Lakes from
restored clay pits form a notable part of the landscape, particularly north of
Millbrook. While the lakes are not always visible from within the flat clay
vale, the waterside vegetation is quite notable in the landscape, often
screening views across the vale. These lakes provide ecological and
recreational benefits to the area, including walking, cycling, bird watching
and water sports.
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Visual Baseline
12.5.218 The change in topography from medium high plateau to lowland clay vale
to steep ridge is an important feature and contributes to strong views both
from the lowland clay vale towards the higher areas, and from the plateaux
and ridge down across the lowland area. Two lines of pylons, a single large
windmill and large industrial buildings are notable detractors to the visual
landscape.
12.5.219 Within the Central Bedfordshire Council sub-section, the Project runs along
the base of the Greensand Ridge, with fairly limited long-range views both
to and from the Project due to vegetation along the railway and the low,
generally flat path of the tracks. An exception is west of Lidlington where
the railway runs along an elevated exposed embankment.
Key Viewpoints
12.5.220 A combination of desktop study and field survey has confirmed a range of
visual receptors that would be affected by the Project within the Central
Bedfordshire Council sub-section. A series of viewpoints representing the
views from these receptors have been selected to form the basis for
assessment of visual impacts. The location of the viewpoints is shown in
Figure 12.7.5 CBC Viewpoint Locations. The viewpoints are also described
in Table 12.7.
12.5.221 Receptors are classified using the following abbreviations:


P: Residential;



R: Recreational;



C: Community;



W: Work;



M: Road User; and



H: Cultural Heritage
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Table 12.7 Central Bedfordshire Council sub-section Viewpoints

Viewpoint No.

CB1

Receptor Type
and Sensitivity

Grid Reference, Location and
direction of view

P, High

SP943366

R, Medium

Berry Lane PRoW

M, Medium

North east

CB2
R, High
(Photomontage)

Description of existing view

View along lane, framed by flailed hedges, towards Berry Lane crossing
and Berry Lane Farm.

SP964374PRoW near Ridgmont
Station
South west

View to Ridgmont Station; station buildings, fencing, substation, and A507
overbridge.

SP972362

CB3

R, High
M, Low

Junction of John Bunyan Trail and
Station Road, Ridgemont

View over fields towards M1 and large commercial and industrial buildings
within recent development between Ridgmont Station and Brogborough.
Industrial buildings adjacent to south railway in left of view.

North west
SP988387

CB4

P, High
R, High

Bench on PRoW on west fringe of
Lidlington, within new community
woodland, Folly Wood, on steep scarp
slope of the Greensand Ridge south of
the village.

View across Lidlington village towards Lidlington lake (flooded pit) and
Marston Thrift woodland. The village of Cranfield is seen on the ridgeline
on the horizon. Thomas Johnson Lower School buildings visible in left of
the view.

North

CB5
(photomontage)

R, High
H, High

SP989396
Thrupp End, SM, PRoW
South east

View looking south east from the location of a medieval village and
moated site, across ploughed field towards houses and woodland on
Marston Road. Bedfordshire Greensand Ridge on the horizon in the right
of the view.
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Viewpoint No.

Receptor Type
and Sensitivity

CB6
(Photomontage)

Grid Reference, Location and
direction of view

SP992392
P, High

Riglen Close, Lidlington
North east

Description of existing view
View from playground on edge of residential area across rough grassland
towards woodland in the middle distance. Immature planting of the new
community woodland, Granary Wood, can be seen in front of the
backdrop of mature trees on the skyline. Roof and chimneys of Chuffa
Cottage at Marston Crossing can just be seen as well as houses on
Marston Road. The Stewartby chimneys and the wind turbine at Marston
Vale Millennium Country Park can just be seen in left of view.
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Bedford Borough Council sub-section
12.5.222 Within the Bedfordshire Borough Council sub-section, the following
statutory and non-statutory designations indicate recognition of landscape
value and thus potential increased sensitivity to the Project:


6 Conservation Areas (CA) include historic Bedford (roughly centred on
the A6 and A4280 crossing) as well as parts of Stewartby, Wootton,
Kempston, Biddingham, and Elstow.

Landscape Character
Local Landscape Character
12.5.223 There are 3 LCAs within the Bedfordshire Borough Council sub-section.
These are shown in Figure 12.8.4 BBC Local Character Areas.
12.5.224 The Bedford Borough Council LCA343 relevant to the Bedfordshire Borough
Council sub-section are:


5D: North Marston Clay Vale.

12.5.225 Key characteristics of these LCAs have been taken into account in this
assessment and are described in Appendix 12.
12.5.226 In summary, the vale landscape is highly disturbed as a consequence of
mass clay extraction. Nevertheless, the area does contain a number of
sensitive features. The overall process of landscape restoration, in
particular establishment of the Forest of Marston Vale is also critically
important. The landscape character of the vale is therefore considered to
be of medium sensitivity.
Townscape Character
12.5.227 While parts of the Bedfordshire Borough Council sub-section lie within rural
landscape character areas surrounding Bedford, the Project also passes
through urban areas. The following townscape character areas within
0.5km of the Project Boundary have been identified.

343

As described in: Land Use Consultants, Bedford Borough Landscape Character Assessment (2007) Bedford County
Council and Bedford Borough Council
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12.5.228 Historic Centre: The historic market town of Bedford developed around the
River Great Ouse and the riverside setting is a particular feature of the
county town. The river is the east to west axis and anchor of built form, with
a present function as a key amenity space. Bedford has many areas and
buildings distinguished by their architecture, landscape and history, which
creates an attractive and mixed environment. Bedford Conservation Area
has a legacy of historic structures and Georgian and Victorian architecture
with mature public space and tree planting. This area is considered of high
sensitivity;
12.5.229 Central and Southern Mixed Development: Housing extends from the
centre to the outer fringes of the town. Recent residential development
includes three storey blocks north and south of the Great River Ouse and in
the vicinity of Bedford Station. The area is considered of medium sensitivity
with the capacity to accept a degree of change;
12.5.230 Southern and Central Retail/Industrial Area: The approach to Bedford from
the south west is through urban edge industrial and commercial estates,
which characterise the edge of town. It includes Bedford Station, which is a
large complex, set within a mixed, urban area of railway-associated car
parks and industrial units. The area is considered of low sensitivity tolerant
to change; and
12.5.231 Kempston Residential: Housing development based on the settlement of
Kempston expanded from the end of the 19th century as what was known
as ‘Kempston New Town’ becoming part of the urban character of Bedford.
Housing is mainly low rise on a regular street pattern. The area is
considered of medium sensitivity with the capacity to accept a degree of
change.
Landform
12.5.232 Bedford is a largely flat, urban area centred on the River Great Ouse. To
the north of Bedford is a gently undulating valley and contrasting areas of
flat plateaux. To the west and east of Bedford is the shallow wide valley
created by the River Great Ouse.

Volume 2 Chapter 12 Page 84

The Network Rail East West Rail (Western Section) Phase 2 Order
Draft Environmental Statement

12.5.233 South of Bedford, the Project within the Bedfordshire Borough Council subsection, passes is a low-lying flat vale bordered to the north by a gently
undulating landform with higher, flat plateaux ranging from 40-117m AOD
and bordered to the south by a large scale ridge up to 150m AOD with
steep sides and a gently undulating ridge top.
Land use and Settlement
12.5.234 The town of Bedford is a mixed urban area, largely comprised of 2-3 story
buildings of greatly differing ages and styles. The history of Bedford
stretches back to the Saxon period and parts of two churches (Church of
St. Peter and the Church of St. Mary) contain towers built in the late Saxon
period.
12.5.235 The area around Bedford Station is a mix of late-20th century multi-unit
buildings, historic buildings and industrial buildings. North of the station,
along the east side of the A5141, is a Conservation Area whose outer edge
stretches north to the roundabout with Clapton Road. The Conservation
Area is roughly comprised of three wedges within the inner ring roads and
meeting at the intersection of the A6 and A4280.
12.5.236 Smaller settlements surrounding Bedford are generally dispersed and
grouped around roads or river valleys, with scattered farmsteads in
between. Many of the settlements retain individual character from use of
local materials and traditional styles but there is also significant modern
building development along the edges of some of these historic
settlements. The area surrounding Bedford is largely agricultural land, with
large scale arable fields to the north and south with variable field
boundaries of short flailed, sparse hedgerows and drainage ditches. To the
west and east of Bedford, the fields are influenced by the river topography
and are medium scale with a mixture of arable and pasture.
12.5.237 There are several PRoW in the area including the several named
recreational routes.
12.5.238 The John Bunyan Trail crosses into the Bedfordshire Borough Council subsection at Littleworth and runs north through Bedford, crossing the existing
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railway at the edge of the study area in Oakley. The trail then circles around
the River Great Ouse before entering the study area again at Bromham,
running south and exiting near Wootton Wood. The Ouse Valley Way
roughly follows the River Great Ouse through the study area, crossing the
Project Area in Bedford between the Bedford Station and St. John’s
Station. The Marston Vale Trail passes through the Bedfordshire Borough
Council sub-section briefly at Stewartby. National Cycle Route 51 passes
through Wootton, follows the River Great Ouse through Bedford crossing
the Project Area midway between the Bedford Station and the Bedford St.
John’s Station. Refer to Figure 12.8.1 BBC Built Designations.
12.5.239 Along the edge of Bedford, particularly to the south, there are a number of
large industrial estates/retail parks, landfill sites, sewage treatment plants,
horse pasture and busy transport routes including the A421, the A6, and
the Midland Main Line (MML). These bring strong urban fringe
characteristics and create an unsympathetic transition from urban to
agricultural land.
12.5.240 In addition to agricultural land, current and historic mineral extraction
industries in the area are a highly visible part of the landscape. The
restoration of former clay pits into lakes through flooding has created
significant recreational opportunities and ecological interest, and creates a
strong sense of evolving landscape character.
Land cover and Vegetation
12.5.241 Arable fields, and to a lesser degree pasture, cover a substantial portion of
the rural land outside of Bedford. Field boundary hedges are often
discontinuous, or removed completely, though in some places hedge trees
such as mature oaks remain. To the west and east of Bedford, wetland
vegetation such as willow and poplar trees, meadows and marshes follow
and make visible the path of the River Great Ouse, as well as tributary
streams. Wetland vegetation also surrounds many of the restored clay pit
lakes. Woodland is sparse and dispersed in this area, though many of the
remaining woods are ancient woodland or SSSI, including Wootton Wood
and Kempston Wood.
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12.5.242 South of Bedford, the Forest of Marston Vale stretches south to Amphill,
west to Milton Keynes, and east to Willington. The Forest of Marston Vale is
one of 12 Community Forests in England.
12.5.243 The existing railway is partially bordered by untrimmed hedgerows between
Stewartby Station and the cross over with the MML within Bedford.
Historical/Cultural Associations
12.5.244 The first historic recordings of Bedford go back to 8th century with some
buildings traced to the late Saxon period. There are numerous listed
buildings within the study area, mostly concentrated around the historic
centre of Bedford and in Elstow. These together with other historic features
add character and value to the townscape and are evidenced in the
following:
12.5.245 Conservation Areas include the historic centre of Bedford (roughly centred
on the A6 and A4280 crossing) as well as areas outside Bedford including
parts of Stewartby, Wootton, Kempston, Biddingham, Elstow and historic
features that are also Scheduled Monuments. Within 1km of the Project
Boundary these include Bedford Castle Motte and Bailey, Bedford Bridge,
remains of the George Inn and a Medieval lime kiln off Castle Lane. Within
Elstow, SMs include the remains of the Elstow Manor House and The Moot
Hall. In Kempston Hardwick there is the Kempston Hardwick moated site.
Listed buildings at Stewartby Brickworks including two kilns and four
chimneys located directly adjacent to the existing railway preside over a
much altered and degraded landscape that has historic relevance to the
Bedford area.
12.5.246 There are numerous other listed buildings within the Bedfordshire Borough
Council sub-section, mainly concentrated within the CA.
Watercourses/Waterbodies
12.5.247 The dominant watercourse in the area is the Great River Ouse. This river
meanders in large, natural loops west of Bedford. It runs west to east
through Bedford and emerges to the east through landscape that varies
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from a rural character, to a leisure character of highly manicured golf
courses and parks.
12.5.248 Also notable in the landscape west, south and east of Bedford are a
number of flooded clay pits creating a series of newly restored lakes of
ecological and recreational value. One lake is notable for its heart-shaped
appearance, when viewed from above. This lake is located south of
Bedford, bordered to the north by the A421 and the east by the existing
railway.
Visual Baseline
12.5.249 Within Bedford views are limited, due to built forms and flat terrain. Once
outside of Bedford the open, arable landscape allows for long views to both
the gently undulating plateaux to the north and the steep Greensand Ridge
to the south. However industrial buildings, landfill sites and some hedge
cover obscure views in places.
12.5.250 The existing railway is below street level in parts of Bedford, and often lined
with hedgerow shrubs and trees. South of Bedford the railway runs straight
and flat across the landscape, often lined with overgrown hedgerow trees.
Key Viewpoints
12.5.251 A combination of desktop study and field survey has confirmed a range of
visual receptors that would be affected by the Project within this subsection. A series of viewpoints representing the views from these receptors
have been selected to form the basis for assessment of visual impacts. The
location of the viewpoints is shown in Figure 12.8.6 Viewpoint Location
Plan and described in Table 12.8.
12.5.252 Receptors are classified using the following abbreviations:


P: Residential;



R: Recreational;



C: Community;



W: Work;



M: Road User; and



H: Cultural Heritage
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Table 12.8 Bedfordshire Borough Council sub-section Viewpoints

Viewpoint
No.

Receptor Type
and Sensitivity*

Grid Reference, Location
and direction of view
TL041495

B1

P, High

Description of existing view

View from 3 and 4 storey apartments towards Bedford Station and buildings
beyond. There are mature trees between the apartment’s car park and the
railway. Ground floor flats have views restricted by close boarded and Network
Rail fencing. There are potential views of Platform 1 from upper storeys.

Kempster
Close, Bedford
East
TL035465

B2

R, High
W, Medium

Informal track near Interchange
Retail Park and PRoW between
railway and A421
West

View of large industrial and commercial buildings on the southern edge of
Woburn Road Industrial Estate. There is an informal track, with in frequent use by
walkers and cyclists, and scrub vegetation of the informal open space, in the
foreground. Network Rail railings and ditch on south eastern side of railway.

TL052452

B3

P, High
M, Low

Brooklands Avenue, Heritage
Park, Wixams, Bedford

Expansive view across flat landscape of large arable fields, to west of new
housing development, towards woodland/scrub belt along railway corridor on the
horizon.

West

B4

P, High
M, Low

TL016450
Fields Road, Wootton, Bedford.
East

Expansive view from housing development towards A421 and the new
overbridge. Noise attenuation fencing, and lighting columns at the overbridge
approach, forms a distinctive feature on the horizon. There is an open area in
foreground.
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Viewpoint
No.

Receptor Type
and Sensitivity*

Grid Reference, Location
and direction of view

Description of existing view

TL030444

B5

P, High
H, Medium

Moated site (SM) Manor Road,
Kempston Hardwick

New residential property in foreground. Trees in moated site at Kempston
Hardwick on right extremity of view. Trees south of Kempston Hardwick level
crossing on horizon.

North west

B6

P, High

TL027446

M, Low

Kempston Hardwick

View of railway bridge approach road, former brickworks site and Sainsbury’s
distribution centre in right of view.
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12.6

Design and Mitigation

12.6.1

Landscape mitigation has been addressed as an intrinsic part of the
iterative design process. The mitigation of significant adverse landscape
and visual effects can be achieved by avoidance, reduction, remedying of,
or compensation for the effect. The following mitigation measures are
embedded in the Project design:

12.6.2



Restoration of landscape and visual connectivity and integration into the
local landscape setting through the planting of hedgerows, trees and
shrubs where engineering constraints allow, as set out in the Mitigation
Figures, enclosed with this Draft ES;



Strip and store topsoils from any areas to be affected prior to any
construction or operational functions and re-use in the same areas to
ensure local soil and seed bank provenance is maintained.



Where appropriate, position temporary soil storage mounds to provide
screening benefits to sensitive receptors. Mounds to be planted with
quick growing species such as alder (Alnus glutinosa), if proposed to be
in situ for more than 4 years, to provide additional visual screening
where appropriate;



The size and location of construction compounds are intended to
minimise effects on field compartments and hedge boundaries as far as
practicable;



Respect, maintain and enhance local landscape character,
distinctiveness and biodiversity through the planting of local provenance
native plant species, and



Utilisation of available parcels of land associated with and adjacent to
new bridges, bridge embankments and/or connecting roads for tree
planting and/or public realm solutions to provide screening and
landscape integration functions.

The landscape and visual assessment takes into account the mitigation as
described above when evaluating the magnitude of impacts.

12.7

Effects

12.7.1

The effects for the Project as a whole have been assessed and are
reported by sub-section in the following order:


Cherwell District Council sub-section;



Aylesbury Vale: Claydon/Quainton sub-section;
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Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne sub-section;



Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury sub-section;



Wycombe District Council sub-section;



Milton Keynes Council sub-section;



Central Bedfordshire Council sub-section; and



Bedfordshire Borough Council sub-section.

Cherwell District Council sub-section
12.7.2

This section assesses the potential effects on landscape character and
representative visual receptors that would result from construction and
operation phases in the Cherwell District Council sub-section.

12.7.3

The assessment of effects is based on mitigation measures being inherent
within the design.
Landscape Effects

12.7.4

The Project upgrades an existing railway whose presence as a major
feature in the landscape has already influenced the overall condition,
quality, value and sensitivity of the LCAs through which it passes.

12.7.5

While there will be no physical effects on conservation areas or listed
buildings, thereby limiting effects on the historical character within the study
area, there will be some areas of ridge and furrow that will be affected close
to the Project Area, having localised adverse effects on the historical
character of these landscapes.

12.7.6

There will be no loss of ancient woodland or protected trees, retaining the
traditional wooded estate features that form an important element of the
landscape and historical character.

12.7.7

Loss of vegetation from within the Project Area will have an adverse effect
on local landscape character by altering a familiar landscape feature which,
although associated with an existing railway, helps integration into the
surrounding landscape and field pattern.

12.7.8

Six new bridge structures will introduce features into the landscape not
wholly unfamiliar in the context of the existing railway and road network,
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however, there will be localised effects on landform, vegetation and historic
field patterns in four areas that will reduce the quality of the landscape in
these localised situations.
12.7.9

The Project is not expected to affect the landscape value or quality of local
historic and environmental designations in the study area due to distance
from the Project.

12.7.10

Overall, more frequent train movements will be apparent but in the context
of the existing railway are not expected to affect overall levels of tranquillity
in the LCAs.

12.7.11

Given the existing railway context of the Project Area; the overall effects on
LCAs are expected to be localised and largely limited to areas within the
existing railway ownership and/or either side of the railway. Whilst overall
the Project is not considered to have a significant effect on the key
landscape elements of the LCAs there are three areas that will experience
localised significant adverse effects from introduction of new bridge
structures on embankments into the small grain landscape, namely the new
Bicester Road Overbridge, Manor Farm Overbridge and Station Road
Overbridge, all located around Launton. The overall impacts on these
specific areas at construction will be medium adverse impact with
temporary moderate adverse effect. At operation, the impacts will be low
and of slight-moderate significance of effect.

12.7.12

Effects on the setting of cultural heritage features are addressed in Chapter
7 (Cultural Heritage).

12.7.13

Table 12.9 describes the effects on Cherwell District Council sub-section
LCAs during construction and years 1 and 15.
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Table 12.9 Cherwell District Council sub-section Landscape Effects

Landscape Character
Areas

Landscape Effects

Character
Areas

Description of change and magnitude of
impact

Sensitivity

Construction:
Construction activities.
Loss of mature hedgerows and trees

Medium
temporary
adverse

Introduction of new overbridges and
railway upgrade works.
Year 1 winter

CDC LCA.
Otmoor
Lowlands

Low

Change to rural landscape character
through existing and new railway
infrastructure being exposed due to
loss of vegetation. Alterations to
landform and field pattern associated
with new overbridges.
Year 15 summer: Localised changes
to rural landscape character through
altered landform, reduced vegetation
cover and loss of some traditional
field patterns and hedges.

Mitigation
Provide screening where
appropriate and
practicable (based on a
site-specific risk
assessment approach).
Careful design of
compound lighting

Medium
adverse

Mitigation planting
including Project
Boundary hedgerow and
tree planting and planting
to embankments where
possible, still immature.

Low adverse

Mitigation planting
maturing.

Planting on embankment slopes
would partially integrate structures
into local setting
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Landscape Character
Areas

Landscape Effects

Character
Areas

Description of change and magnitude of
impact

Sensitivity

Construction:
Clearance of vegetation, construction
activities and compounds on trackside
land.

Medium
temporary
adverse

Introduction of new overbridges and
railway upgrade works.

CDC LCA.
Oxfordshire
Estate
Farmlands

Changes to rural landscape character
due to loss of vegetation. Altered
landform and field patterns around
new overbridges.
Year 15 summer: Changes through
altered landform, loss of traditional
field patterns and changed vegetation
pattern.
Planting on embankment slopes
would partially integrate structure into
local setting

Provide screening where
appropriate and
practicable (based on a
site-specific risk
assessment approach).
Careful design of
compound lighting

Medium
adverse

Mitigation planting
including Project
Boundary hedgerow and
tree planting and planting
to embankments where
possible, still immature.

Low adverse

Mitigation planting
maturing.

Year 1 winter:
Medium

Mitigation
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Visual Effects
12.7.14

This section describes the significant effects on visual receptors during
construction and years 1 and 15 of operation.

12.7.15

Viewpoint locations are shown on Figure 12.1.5. CDC Viewpoint Location
Plan.

12.7.16

Where a viewpoint may represent multiple types of receptor (residential,
recreational, community or road user), the assessment is based on the
most sensitive receptors. Effects on other receptor types with a lower
sensitivity may be lower than those reported.

12.7.17

For the purposes of this assessment, all effects assessed as being of
moderate or above significance are considered significant (adverse or
beneficial). Effects of slight or below significance (adverse or beneficial) are
considered non-significant.

12.7.18

Only receptors of significant effect are included in the following assessment
of Visual Effects.

12.7.19

All non-significant effects are included in the Appendix 12; refer to table
12.13 CDC Visual Effects in Appendix 12.
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Viewpoint CH1

View from access road to Sports and Social Club, adjacent to
Launton C of E Primary School play area.

Magnitude of Impact and Significance of
Effect

Construction

This viewpoint is 40m south east of the proposed access road and 180m
south of the proposed bridge embankment, currently obscured by mature
trees. Construction activities will be visible and loss of some vegetation for
road widening. This is due to the proposed new access embankment and
Manor Farm overbridge in the middle distance beyond the sports hall.

The magnitude of impact will be temporary low
adverse on receptors of high sensitivity resulting in
temporary moderate adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

Activity will decrease to existing levels (farm and local use). However the new
landform associated with the bridge will be visible as a new and
uncharacteristic element in the view and mitigation planting will still be
immature.

As for construction.

Year 15

Mitigation planting of woodland, shrubs and linear belts of trees around
embankments will help integrate and screen the new landform from this
viewpoint.

The magnitude of impact will be negligible adverse
on receptors of high sensitivity resulting in slight
adverse significance of effect.

Viewpoint CH4

View north east from a PRoW in open scrubland alongside the
railway connecting Gavray Drive and Charbridge Lane through
industrial estates on the eastern fringe of Bicester.

Significance of Effect

Construction

This viewpoint is 380m from the proposed footbridge. Construction activities
for the new footbridge and associated construction compound to the west of
the structure would be visible in the direct line of sight as PRoW users
approach, partially screened by existing vegetation.

The magnitude of impact on PRoW users will be
temporary high adverse on receptors of medium
sensitivity resulting in temporary large adverse
significance of effect.

Year 1

Landscape mitigation planting of woodland and native shrubs will still be
immature and loss of vegetation from within the Project Area will open up
views towards the new footbridge structure.

The magnitude of impact will be medium adverse on
receptors of medium sensitivity resulting in moderate
adverse significance of effect.
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Viewpoint CH4

View north east from a PRoW in open scrubland alongside the
railway connecting Gavray Drive and Charbridge Lane through
industrial estates on the eastern fringe of Bicester.

Significance of Effect

Year 15

Landscape planting will be maturing and will provide some integration and
partial screening of the Project for users of the PRoW.

The magnitude of impact will be low adverse on
receptors of medium sensitivity resulting in
slight/moderate adverse significance of effect.
adverse.

Viewpoint CH5

View north from Bicester Road adjacent to St Mary’s Church
(Grade I) and opposite residential properties, Launton.

Significance of Effect

Construction

This viewpoint is immediately adjacent to the start of the proposed change of
road layout, including introduction of new access ramp embankment and loss
of field boundary hedgerows with trees within the immediate view. In the
background will be the construction of the proposed new Bicester Road
overbridge to the east and the existing Bicester Road bridge will be
demolished.

The magnitude of impact on residential properties
will be temporary high adverse on receptors of high
sensitivity resulting in temporary large adverse
significance of effect.

Year 1

Landscape mitigation planting of hedgerows with trees alongside the road
and trees and shrubs on the bridge embankment will still be immature.

As for construction.

Year 15

Landscape planting will be maturing and will provide filtered screening and
visual integration.

The magnitude of impact on residential properties
will be low adverse on receptors of high sensitivity
resulting in moderate adverse significance of effect.
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Viewpoint CH6

View north from PRoW behind residential properties on Blenheim
Significance of Effect
Drive on the northern edge of Launton.

Construction

Residents and users of the local playground will have views of construction
activities approximately 200m away, including construction of a new
footbridge and associated construction compound access road and removal
of vegetation within the Project Area.

The magnitude of impact on residential properties
and playground users will be temporary high adverse
on receptors of high sensitivity resulting in temporary
large adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

Mitigation planting will still be immature.

As for construction.

Year 15

Mitigation planting of hedgerows with trees will be maturing and provide
filtered screening and visual integration into the landscape.

The magnitude of impact will be low adverse on
receptors of high sensitivity resulting in moderate
adverse significance of effect. .

Viewpoint CH7

View south from a PRoW crossing farmland to the north of
Launton towards the railway corridor.

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 250m from the viewer. Footpath users will
experience open views of removal of vegetation within the Project Area,
construction compounds and works associated with the construction of the
new Grange Farm footbridge.

The magnitude of impact on users of PRoW will be
temporary low adverse on receptors of high
sensitivity resulting in temporary moderate adverse
significance of effect.

Year 1

Views of more frequent trains, and the new footbridge structure apparent.

The magnitude of impact will be negligible adverse
on receptors of high sensitivity resulting in slight
adverse significance of effect. .

Year 15

Mitigation planting of hedgerows with trees will be maturing, helping to
partially screen the footbridge structure and visually integrate the Project.

The magnitude of impact will be no change on
receptors of high sensitivity resulting in neutral
adverse significance of effect. ..
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Viewpoint CH8

Near view south from a PRoW crossing farmland north of
Launton and the railway corridor.

Significance of Effect

Construction

Footpath users will be within 100m of the Project Boundary, Construction
activities associated with new footbridge and vegetation removal from
Project Area. Footpath diverted.

The magnitude of impact on PRoW users will be
temporary high adverse on receptors of medium
sensitivity resulting in temporary large adverse
significance of effect.

Year 1

Landscape mitigation immature. More frequent trains apparent.

The magnitude of impact will be medium adverse on
receptors of medium sensitivity resulting in moderate
adverse significance of effect.

Year 15

Mitigation planting maturing and filtering views.

The magnitude of impact will be low adverse on
receptors of medium sensitivity resulting in
slight/moderate adverse significance of effect.

Viewpoint CH9

View south east from a field gate on Station Road at the
boundary of Folly Cottage, on the eastern periphery of Launton,
of open farmland

Significance of Effect

Construction

Users of NCR 51 and receptors in scattered residential properties will have
partial views of construction compound A2, construction of Launton
overbridge, vegetation loss within Project Area, earthworks and
infrastructure.

The magnitude of impact on residential properties
and cycleway users will be temporary high adverse
on receptors of high sensitivity resulting in temporary
large adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

Mitigation planting will be immature and the new embankments and
overbridge structure will be apparent in the landscape, seen as urbanising
features.

As for construction.

Year 15

Mitigation planting will be maturing to filter views of Project.

The magnitude of impact will be low adverse on
receptors of high sensitivity resulting in moderate
adverse significance of effect.
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Viewpoint CH12

View north west from a PRoW in a field on the western fringes
of Launton, behind St Mary’s Church.

Significance of Effect

Construction

PRoW users will have glimpsed views of the construction of the new
Charbridge Lane overbridge, approximately 200m to the north west,
partially obscured by intervening vegetation seen in context of existing
urban fringe. .

The magnitude of impact on PRoW users will be
temporary medium adverse on receptors of medium
sensitivity resulting in temporary moderate adverse
significance of effect.

Year 1

Mitigation planting still immature.

The magnitude of impact will be medium adverse on
receptors of high sensitivity resulting in moderate
adverse significance of effect. .

Year 15

Mitigation planting will be maturing and filter views of the Project.

The magnitude of impact will be no change on
receptors of medium sensitivity resulting in neutral
significance of effect. Neutral.
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Summary of Effects on Visual Receptors
12.7.20

Due to the low lying topography and frequent hedgerows, significant visual
effects will be restricted to viewpoints within 0.3km of the Project Boundary.
Mitigation planting will provide partial screening and integration of the
Project over time. Restrictions on planting within the Project Area and
permanent new urban elements in the village of Launton mean that there
will be changes affecting visual amenity that cannot be fully screened or
integrated.

12.7.21

The surrounding landscape is largely rural, so unscreened new
infrastructure detracts from this context and will be visually intrusive
following the reduction of trackside vegetation.

12.7.22

Construction activities and new bridges prior to mitigation will have the most
significant effects, with four instances of temporary large adverse
significance. These will be all reduced to moderate or slight adverse
residual significance following the maturation of mitigation planting and reinstatement works in Year 15 and beyond.
Aylesbury: Claydon/Quainton sub-section

12.7.23

This section assesses the potential effects on landscape character and
representative visual receptors that would result from construction and
operation phases in the Aylesbury: Claydon/Quainton sub-section.

12.7.24

The effects on landscape character and visual receptors within the Calvert
Box during the construction phase have been assessed by the HS2 Project.
The effects of the Project within this area have therefore only been
assessed at the operational stages (Year 1 winter and Year 15 summer).
The effects outside of the HS2 Project area have been assessed in this
report at both construction and operational phases.

12.7.25

The assessment of effects is based on mitigation measures being inherent
within the design.
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Landscape Effects
12.7.26

The Project upgrades an existing railway whose presence as a major
feature in the landscape, has already influenced the overall condition,
quality, value and sensitivity of the LCAs through which it passes.

12.7.27

While there will be no physical effects on conservation areas, listed
buildings or the historic park and garden at Claydon House; thereby limiting
effects on the historical character within the study area, there will be some
areas of ridge and furrow that will be affected close to the Project Area
having localised adverse effects on the historical character in those areas.

12.7.28

There will be no loss of ancient woodland or tree preservation orders,
retaining the important remnant hunting forests that form an important
element of the landscape and historical character.

12.7.29

Loss of vegetation from within the Project Area will have an adverse effect
on local landscape character by reducing a familiar landscape feature
which, although associated with an existing railway, helps integration into
the surrounding landscape and field pattern

12.7.30

New bridge structures will introduce features into the landscape not wholly
unfamiliar in the context of the existing railway; however, there will be
localised effects on landform, vegetation and historic field patterns in some
areas that will reduce the quality of the landscape in localised situations.

12.7.31

The Project is not expected to affect the value or qualities of local
landscape designations due to distance from the Project Area.

12.7.32

Some minor reductions to tranquillity are expected in areas adjoining parts
of the existing railway that are currently not operating. Overall, in other
areas, more frequent train movements will be apparent but in the context of
the existing railway are not expected to affect overall levels of tranquillity in
the LCAs.

12.7.33

Given the existing railway context of the Project Area; the overall effects on
LCAs are expected to be localised and largely limited to areas within the
existing railway ownership and/or either side of the railway.
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12.7.34

Whilst overall the Project is not considered to have a significant effect on
the key landscape characterisations of the LCAs there are two areas that
will experience localised significant adverse effects from introduction of new
bridge structures on embankments into the small grain landscape, namely
at Queen Catherine Road and Verney Junction. The overall impacts on
these specific areas at Construction will be medium adverse impact with
moderate adverse effect. At operation, the impacts will be low and of
slight/moderate significance of effect.

12.7.35

Overall, the impacts on LCAs at construction will be low adverse impact
with slight/moderate adverse effect. At operation, the impacts will be
negligible and of slight/neutral significance of effect.

12.7.36

Effects on the setting of cultural heritage features are addressed in the
Cultural Heritage Chapter 7.
HS2

12.7.37

The following provides a brief and general description of potential
landscape effects in the future with the HS2 Project:

12.7.38

The effects of the HS2 Project on LCAs is not expected to be significant
due to the Project within the Aylesbury: Claydon/Quainton sub-section,
being closely adjoined to the HS2 Project and following the line of an
existing railway, thereby limiting overall effects.

12.7.39

The nature of non-significant landscape effects on the HS2 Project by the
Project are as follows:


12.7.40

Potential removal of establishing HS2 mitigation planting. Design work
is on-going to ensure that the final Project delivers an integrated solution
with regards to Project mitigation and HS2 mitigation in this area, so as
to prevent this effect from taking place.

A summary of effects on Aylesbury: Claydon/Quainton sub-section LCA
and LLA are described in Table 12.10.
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Table 12.10 Aylesbury: Claydon/Quainton sub-section Landscape Effects

Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character Areas

Description of change and
magnitude of impact

Sensitivity

Mitigation

Significance of Effects
N/A

Local Character
Areas (LCAs)(Areas
within the Calvert
Box HS2 Project)

High

Very minor adverse
alteration to setting of
landscape character
within an Area of
Attractive Landscape
in context of HS2.

Year 1 winter:

9.1 Finemere Hill

Tree, shrub, hedge and
grassland planting

Slight adverse

Landscape mitigation maturing

Slight adverse

Tree, shrub, hedge and
grassland planting

Neutral

Negligible adverse
Year 15 summer:

9.2 Quainton Hill

Negligible adverse
Introduction of
elements that make
no perceptible
change to the
tranquillity or
character of the area
in context of HS2.

Year 1 winter:
High

No change

5.4 Twyford Vale.
5.9 Westcott
Claylands

Moderate

Year 15 summer:

No change

Landscape mitigation maturing

Neutral

Year 1 winter:

Introduction of
elements that make
no perceptible

Tree, shrub, hedge and
grassland planting

Neutral
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Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character Areas

Description of change and
magnitude of impact

Sensitivity

7.3 Claydon Bowl.
7.4 Kingwood
Wooded Farmland

Mitigation

Significance of Effects

Landscape mitigation maturing

Neutral

Tree, shrub, hedge and
grassland planting

Neutral

change to the
tranquillity or
character of the area
in context of HS2.
No change
Year 15 summer:

7.2 Calvert Clay
Pits.

No change
Introduction of
elements that make
no perceptible
change to the
tranquillity or
character of the area
in context of HS2 and
existing landfill
landscape.

Year 1 winter:
Low

No change

LCAs, LLA &
AAL(Areas outside
the Calvert Box
HS2 Project)
LCA 8.5 Northern
Vale

High

Year 15 summer:

No change

Landscape mitigation maturing

Neutral

Construction

Introduction of
elements that make
no perceptible
change to the
tranquillity or
character of the area.
No change

Minimise extents of and
impacts on land for permanent
and temporary proposed works

Neutral temporary
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Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character Areas

Description of change and
magnitude of impact

Sensitivity

LLA 10. Poundon
Hill
AAL Finemere Hill

4.12 Winslow Ridge
(west)
5.4 Twyford Vale.
5.6 Claydon Valley
5.9 Westcott
Claylands.
7.1 Poundon –
Charndon Settled
Hills.
7.3 Claydon Bowl.
8.1 Marsh Gibbon
Vale.

Mitigation

Significance of Effects

No change

Tree, shrub, hedge and
grassland planting

Neutral

Year 15 summer:

No change

Landscape mitigation maturing

Neutral

Construction:

Introduction of
elements that make
no perceptible
change to the
tranquillity or
character of the area
in context of HS2 No
change

Minimise extents of and
impacts on land for permanent
and temporary proposed works

Neutral temporary

No change

Tree, shrub, hedge and
grassland planting

Neutral

No change

Landscape mitigation maturing

Neutral

As above

Year 1 winter:

Moderate

As above

Year 1 winter:

Year 15 summer:
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Visual Effects
12.7.41

This section describes the significant effects on visual receptors during
construction and years 1 and 15 of operation.

12.7.42

Viewpoint locations are shown on Figure 12.2.5. CQU Viewpoint Location
Plan.

12.7.43

Where a viewpoint may represent multiple types of receptor (residential,
recreational, community or road user), the assessment is based on the
most sensitive receptors. Effects on other receptor types with a lower
sensitivity may be lower than those reported.

12.7.44

For the purposes of this assessment, all effects assessed as being of
moderate or above significance are considered significant (adverse or
beneficial). Effects of slight or below significance (adverse or beneficial) are
considered non-significant.

12.7.45

Only receptors of significant effect are included in the following assessment
of Visual Effects.

12.7.46

Refer to Appendix 12 for a summary of significant and non-significant
effects on all viewpoints.
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Viewpoint CQ2

Construction

PRoW near Westbury Court, north west of Marsh Gibbon

Significance of Effect

The Project lies approximately 510m from the viewer. The works to construct
the new Marsh Gibbon occupation overbridge, track works and vegetation
clearances within the Project Area will be clearly visible from the PRoW.

The magnitude of impact to PRoW users will be
temporary low adverse on receptors of medium
sensitivity resulting in temporary slight/moderate
adverse significance of effect.

Occupants of Westbury Court will have oblique limited views due to orientation
away from the Project Area and screening from intervening barns.
The construction activities will introduce plant and infrastructure that are
varyingly visible within the existing rural view set in the context of the existing
railway and occupation overbridge.

Year 1

Year 15

Proposed hedgerow planting along the Project Boundary and bridge
embankments will still be immature, allowing the Project to be apparent from
the PRoW when seen against existing linear hedgerow features within the
wider view. The PRoW will be permanently diverted over the occupation
bridge.

The mitigation planting will be maturing and visually softening the Project when
viewed from the PRoW.
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The magnitude of impact from Westbury Court will
be temporary negligible adverse on receptors of
high sensitivity resulting in temporary slight adverse
significance of effect.
The magnitude of impact to PRoW users will be
low adverse on receptors of medium sensitivity
resulting in slight/moderate adverse significance of
effect.

The magnitude of impact from Westbury Court will
be negligible adverse on receptors of high
sensitivity resulting in slight adverse significance of
effect.
As for Year 1.
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Viewpoint CQ3

Construction

Jubilee and Cross Bucks Way near Barnwell Farm, north of Marsh
Gibbon
The Project lies approximately 320m from the viewer. The works to close the
Poundon No.2 level crossing with a replacement new footbridge, construction
compound and associated vegetation clearance will be partially visible on the
skyline but significantly screened by intervening buildings, hedgerows and
woodlands and by the railway being partly in cutting. The change to the view
will be experienced in closer proximity to the Project but the majority of the
view will be screened from the viewer.
Barnwell Farm and neighbouring Kensington Villa are both largely orientated
away from the Project and/or screened by intervening outbuildings to the north
and would experience minimal alteration to their primary views.

Significance of Effect
The magnitude of impact to PRoW users will be
temporary low adverse on receptors of high
sensitivity resulting in temporary slight/moderate
adverse significance of effect.

The magnitude of impact from properties will be
temporary negligible adverse on receptors of high
sensitivity resulting in temporary slight adverse
significance of effect.

Year 1

The new footbridge will be largely screened by the remaining existing
woodland and views from the PRoW will not be apparent until very close to the
structure. The amenity of footpath users will benefit from the new footbridge;
however views of vegetation losses will be apparent in close proximity to the
footbridge crossing, when seen in the context of the existing railway and level
crossing location. Overall, the Project will be largely screened by intervening
buildings, landform and woodlands when viewed from south of Barnwell Farm.

The magnitude of impact from PRoW and
properties will be negligible adverse on receptors
of high sensitivity resulting in slight adverse
significance of effect.

Year 15

Mitigation hedgerow planting will be maturing and will be visually filtering views
of lower structures and integrating the Project with the local hedgerow
structure.

As for Year 1
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Viewpoint CQ5

Station House, Station Road, north of Marsh Gibbon

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 40m from the viewer. The works to repair the
underbridge, construction compound and associated construction traffic seen
on the opposite side of the road and vegetation clearance will be close, direct
and obliquely visible from Station House when seen in the context the existing
railway bridge and embankment.

The magnitude of impact from the property will be
temporary low adverse on receptors of high
sensitivity resulting in temporary moderate
adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

The railway embankment will be more clearly visible where vegetation losses
have occurred. Woodland planting along the boundary will be immature at this
stage.

The magnitude of impact from the property will be
low adverse on receptors of high sensitivity
resulting in moderate adverse significance of
effect.

Year 15

Mitigation planting will be maturing and will be visually filtering views of
embankment slopes and integrating the Project Area with the local hedgerow
structure.

The magnitude of impact from the property will be
negligible adverse on receptors of high sensitivity
resulting in slight adverse significance of effect.
moderate adverse.

Viewpoint CQ12

Queen Catherine Road, near Pear Tree House, Steeple Claydon

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 160m from the viewer. There will be close,
direct and oblique views from Pear Tree House, of vegetation clearance from
within the Project Area, earthworks and construction of a new overbridge and
infrastructure seen in the context of the HS2 Project. Vegetation clearance will
open up views from the house to the south and south east. The construction
compound and bridge works will be clearly visible to the south.

The magnitude of impact from Pear Tree House
will be temporary high on a receptor of high
sensitivity resulting in temporary large adverse
significance of effect.

Year 1

Landscape mitigation planting of hedgerows and trees along the Project
Boundary will still be immature. Views from the house will be more open and
earthworks and bridge structures will be highly apparent seen in the context of
the HS2 Project.

The magnitude of impact from Pear Tree House
will be high on a receptor of high sensitivity
resulting in large adverse significance of effect.

Volume 2 Chapter 12 Page 113

The Network Rail East West Rail (Western Section) Phase 2 Order
Draft Environmental Statement

Viewpoint CQ12

Queen Catherine Road, near Pear Tree House, Steeple Claydon

Significance of Effect

Year 15

Mitigation planting will be maturing and will filter some views from the property.

As for Year 1

Viewpoint CQ13

PRoW south of the Queen Catherine Road level crossing
(Photomontage)

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 110m from the viewer. There will be immediate,
direct views across the construction compound and earthworks and new
bridge and infrastructure works including views of vegetation clearance from
the Project Area; seen in the context of the HS2 Project.

The magnitude of impact will be temporary high
on a receptor of medium sensitivity resulting in
temporary large/moderate adverse significance of
effect.

Year 1

The PRoW will be diverted to cross the new bridge. Views of the new bridge
and road will be very apparent and dominant in the view. Landscape mitigation
planting will still be immature.

The magnitude of impact will be medium on a
receptor of medium sensitivity resulting in
moderate adverse significance of effect.

Year 15

Mitigation planting will be maturing to filter and visually soften some views from
the PRoW seen in the context of the HS2 Project.

As for Year 1.

Viewpoint CQ14

Queen Catherine Road and NCR51 near to level crossing
(Photomontage)

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 100m from the viewer. There will be oblique
close views experienced by road users and cyclists on the NCR51 and direct
views from the Railway Cottages of clearance of intermittent scrubby
vegetation, construction accesses along the paddock field boundary, track
works. The Middle Claydon footpath No. 8 new footbridge works will be
partially visible from the road and NCR51, when seen in the context of the
existing railway and the HS2 Project.
Views of construction works from the road and cycle way will be close,
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Viewpoint CQ14

Queen Catherine Road and NCR51 near to level crossing
(Photomontage)

Significance of Effect

transient and oblique and the views from the Railway Cottages, whilst already
having a railway context, will be close and highly visible.

Year 1

The Railway Cottages will experience close direct views of rail traffic. The
PRoW will be diverted to cross the new bridge. Mitigation planting will still be
immature; seen in the context of the HS2 Project.

The magnitude of impact on the Railway
Cottages and PRoW /NCR 51 users will be high
on receptors of high sensitivity resulting in large
adverse significance of effect.

Year 15

Mitigation planting will be maturing and will filter and visually soften some
views.

As for Year 1.

Viewpoint CQ15

Bernwood Jubilee Way near Rectory Farm, north of Claydon Park

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 110m from the viewer. There will be close direct
views of Middle Claydon level crossing closure, new footbridge and track
works, and de-vegetation within the Project Area and construction access.
from the PRoW.
From Rectory Farm there will be oblique views of the construction access and
de-vegetation. New bridge works will be largely screened by intervening farm
buildings.
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The magnitude of impact on users of the PRoW
will be temporary medium on receptors of high
sensitivity resulting in temporary large/moderate
adverse significance of effect.
The magnitude of impact from Rectory Farm will
be temporary low on receptors of high sensitivity
resulting in temporary moderate adverse
significance of effect.
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Viewpoint CQ15

Year 1

Bernwood Jubilee Way near Rectory Farm, north of Claydon Park

The PRoW will be diverted to cross the new bridge. Views of the new bridge
and rail traffic will be apparent in the rural view. Landscape mitigation planting
of hedgerows and trees along the Project Boundary will still be immature.

Significance of Effect
The magnitude of impact on users of the PRoW
will be low on receptors of high sensitivity
resulting in moderate adverse significance of
effect.
The magnitude of impact from Rectory Farm will
be negligible on receptors of high sensitivity
resulting in slight adverse significance of effect.

Year 15

Mitigation planting will be maturing, filtering views of the Project.

As for Year 1

Viewpoint CQ16

PRoW close to Windmill Farm, east of Steeple Claydon

Significance of Effect

Construction

Year 1

The Project lies approximately 600m from the viewer. Views from the PRoW
and Windmill Hill Farm of de-vegetation within Project Area, level crossing
closure and new footbridge works will be partially visible in the shallow valley,
partially screened by landform and the railway in cutting. There will be limited
oblique views of Middle Claydon Sandhill Road overbridge re-construction.

The Middle Claydon PRoW No. 4 & 6 will be diverted across the new
footbridge, partially visible within the shallow valley. Landscape mitigation of
hedgerows and trees will still be immature.
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The magnitude of impact on users of the PRoW
will be temporary low on receptors of medium
sensitivity resulting in temporary slight/moderate
adverse significance of effect.

The magnitude of impact from Windmill Farm will
be temporary negligible on a receptors of high
sensitivity resulting in temporary slight adverse
significance of effect.

As for construction.
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Viewpoint CQ16

PRoW close to Windmill Farm, east of Steeple Claydon

Significance of Effect

Year 15

Mitigation planting will be maturing and will filter and visually soften the
presence of the Project.

The magnitude of impact from PRoW and
Windmill Farm will be negligible on receptors of
medium/high sensitivity resulting in slight /neutral
adverse significance of effect.

Viewpoint CQ17

Mount Pleasant Farm, north of Middle Claydon, looking
northwards from a PRoW close to the farm

Significance of Effect

Construction

Year 1

Close direct views from PRoW of level crossing closure, new footbridge, track
works and de-vegetation within the Project Area, partially screened in cutting
and by intervening vegetation and landform. Temporary closure of PRoW No.
4 & 6.

The magnitude of impact on users of the PRoW
will be temporary low on receptors of medium
sensitivity resulting in temporary slight/moderate
adverse significance of effect.

Views of footbridge works from Mount Pleasant Farm screened by intervening
farm buildings. Partial views of vegetation losses in the west.

The magnitude of impact from Mount Pleasant
Farm will be temporary negligible on a receptors
of high sensitivity resulting in temporary slight
adverse significance of effect.

Landscape mitigation still immature. Bridge noticeable in the rural view.

As for construction.
The magnitude of impact on users of the PRoW
will be negligible on receptors of medium
sensitivity resulting in slight adverse significance
of effect.

Year 15

Landscape mitigation maturing and filtering views of the Project.
The magnitude of impact from Mount Pleasant
Farm will be no change on receptors of high
sensitivity resulting in neutral significance of
effect.
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Viewpoint CQ19

Littleworth, near Verney Junction

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 170m from the viewer. There will be a close
limited oblique view from Littleworth properties towards the construction
compound and new overbridge works seen beyond existing overhead lines.
Views will be largely screened by surrounding vegetation and orientation of
properties away from the works. Views from the road and NCR51 users will
be close, but partially screened by roadside hedgerows and seen in context
of existing overhead lines and railway.

The magnitude of impact on properties and
NCR51 will be temporary low on receptors of
high sensitivity resulting in temporary moderate
adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

Bridge embankments and road will be partially noticeable from one property
overlooking the existing road and from the cycleway. Landscape mitigation of
hedgerows and trees and planting on the bridge embankments will still be
immature.

As for construction.

Year 15

Mitigation planting will be maturing and whilst serving to visually soften
bridge embankments, the Project will still be noticeable, seen in the context
of existing detractors of overhead lines.

The overall visual effect is considered to remain
as for Year 1.

Viewpoint CQ20

Verney Junction

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 100m from the viewer. There will be close
direct and oblique views from several properties on the southern fringes of
Verney Junction towards the construction compound, new overbridge,
earthworks and de-vegetation within the Project Area; partially screened by
garden vegetation and neighbouring properties. All receptor views are seen
in close proximity and in context of existing pylons, overhead lines and
existing railway.

The magnitude of impact on properties will be
temporary medium on receptors of high
sensitivity resulting in temporary large/
moderate adverse significance of effect.
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Viewpoint CQ20

Verney Junction

Significance of Effect

Year 1

Landscape mitigation woodland planting on land between the property
boundaries and bridge, and planting to the bridge embankment will still be
immature and structures still apparent.

As for construction.

Year 15

Mitigation planting will be maturing and will serve to visually soften and
screen lower sections of the bridge embankment, and road.

The magnitude of impact will be low on
receptors of high sensitivity resulting in
moderate adverse significance of effect.

Viewpoint CQ21

PRoW near Furzen Farm, Verney Junction

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 140m from the viewer. There will be direct
and oblique views from the PRoW and Furzen Farm of a 30m swathe of land
parallel to the railway to service the gas main diversion. Views of devegetation and track works will be apparent. There will be glimpsed views
beyond existing pylons of new overbridge works in the skyline seen in the
context of existing railway and pylons.

The magnitude of impact on Furzen Farm and
PRoW will be temporary low on receptors of
high/medium sensitivity resulting in temporary
moderate to slight/moderate adverse
significance of effect.

Year 1

Landscape mitigation of shrubs and trees along the Project Boundary will be
immature and the Project will be more apparent following de-vegetation.

As for construction.

Mitigation planting will be maturing and forming an effective screen to the
Project.

The magnitude of impact on Furzen Farm and
PRoW will be temporary low on receptors of
high/medium sensitivity resulting in temporary
moderate to slight/moderate adverse
significance of effect.

Year 15
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Viewpoint CQ22

Verney Road adjacent to Bridge Farm Cottages

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 80m from the viewer. There will be oblique
and direct views of underbridge repairs, track works and removal of
intermittent scrubby vegetation seen from Bridge Farm Cottages and the
PRoW, limited by property orientation and seen in the context of existing
railway.

The magnitude of impact on cottages and PRoW
will be temporary low on receptors of
high/medium sensitivity resulting in temporary
moderate to slight/moderate adverse
significance of effect.

Year 1

Landscape mitigation of a linear belt of trees along the Project Boundary will
be immature and the cleared embankment will be apparent.

As for construction.

Year 15

Mitigation planting will be maturing and provide a filtered screen to the
railway embankment. More frequent train traffic apparent.

The magnitude of impact on cottages and PRoW
will be negligible on receptors of high/medium
sensitivity resulting in slight/neutral adverse
significance of effect.

Viewpoint CQ40

Junction of Schools Hill and Main Street, Charndon

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 100m from the viewer. Close partially
screened views of construction compound ( A4 Claydon Junction) and
vegetation removal from Project Area, seen over road side hedgerows.

The magnitude of impact on residential
properties and village hall will be temporary low
on receptors of high/medium sensitivity resulting
in temporary moderate to slight/moderate
adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

Landscape mitigation planting alongside the Project Boundary will be
immature.

The magnitude of impact on properties and
village hall will be negligible on receptors of
high/medium sensitivity resulting in slight to
slight/neutral adverse significance of effect

Year 15

Mitigation planting will be maturing and will be visually filtering and
integrating the Project with the local hedgerow and tree structure.

The magnitude of impact on properties and
village hall will be no change on receptors of
high/medium sensitivity resulting in neutral
significance of effect
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Summary of Visual Effects
12.7.47

Views of the Project Area are limited by combinations of surrounding
landform, intervening vegetation and built form, characteristically dense
hedgerows, hedgerow trees and woodlands, and where the rail is in cutting.
Views are possible however, to and from low lying valleys and to a lesser
extent from surrounding higher ground.

12.7.48

At Year 1 operation, twelve receptors (PRoW and/or residential properties)
will experience significance of effects. Six of these receptors will experience
medium to high magnitude of impact with large adverse significance of
effect resulting from a marked deterioration in the view.

12.7.49

At Year 15, eight receptors (PRoW and/or residential properties) will
experience significant effects. Three of these receptors will experience
medium to high magnitude of impact with large significance of effect.

12.7.50

The Project areas within the Aylesbury Vale: Claydon/Quainton sub-section
having largest significance of effect are those effected by Queen Catherine
Road highway overbridge and Verney Junction highway overbridge.
HS2

12.7.51

Between the western edge of Grebe Lake (Calvert), Queen Catherine Road
(Steeple Claydon) and Station Road (Quainton) the Project within the
Aylesbury: Claydon/Quainton sub-section crosses an area covered by the
HS2 Project. The High Speed Rail (London – West Midlands) has assessed
the effects arising from the construction of the Project alongside the HS2
Project. However, the effects associated with the operation of the Project
within the Aylesbury: Claydon/Quainton sub-section have not been
assessed by the HS2 Project.

12.7.52

The following provides a brief and general description of potential effects on
key visual receptors in the future with the HS2 Project:


Receptors will no longer have a view of the Project within the Aylesbury:
Claydon/Quainton sub-section due to the visual intervention of HS2;
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The effect of the Project within the Aylesbury: Claydon/Quainton subsection would have no further significance of effect on remaining visual
receptors due to distance, intervening screening and/or dominant
context of the HS2 Project in the view;



The locations of receptors, which may include PRoW and/or residential
properties may no longer exist as a result of the HS2 Project; and



At Queen Catherine Road, the effects of the Project within the
Aylesbury: Claydon/Quainton sub-section, although set in the context
and in close proximity to the HS2 Project, are expected to remain as
large significance of effect.

Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne sub-section
12.7.53

This section assesses the potential effects on landscape character and
representative visual receptors that would result from construction and
operation phases in the Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne sub-section.

12.7.54

The assessment of effects is based on mitigation measures being inherent
within the design.
Landscape Effects

12.7.55

The Project within the Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne sub-section
upgrades an existing railway whose presence as a familiar feature in the
landscape, has already influenced the overall condition, quality, value and
sensitivity of the LCAs through which it passes.

12.7.56

While there will be no physical effects on conservation areas, listed
buildings and scheduled monuments; thereby limiting effects on the
historical character within the study area, there will be localised land take
from agricultural lands to Horwood House that adjoin the existing railway;
having localised adverse effect on the historical character in this area.

12.7.57

There will be no loss of ancient woodland (Salden Wood) or tree
preservation orders, retaining the important remnant hunting forests that
form an important element of the landscape and historical character.

12.7.58

Loss of vegetation from within the Project Area, notably quite densely
vegetated sections of the railway that is currently not operating, will have an
adverse effect on local landscape character by reducing a familiar
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landscape feature which, although associated with an existing railway,
helps integration into the surrounding landscape and field pattern
12.7.59

New bridge structures will introduce features into the landscape not wholly
unfamiliar in the context of the existing railway; however, there will be
localised effects on landform, vegetation and historic field patterns in some
areas that will reduce the quality of the landscape in localised situations.

12.7.60

The Project within the Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne sub-section is
not expected to affect the value or qualities of the Area of Attractive
Landscape (Quainton –Wing Hills) due to distance from the Project Area.

12.7.61

Some minor reductions to tranquillity are expected in areas adjoining parts
of the existing railway that are currently not operating. Overall, in other
areas, more frequent train movements will be apparent but in the context of
the existing railway are not expected to affect overall levels of tranquillity in
the LCAs.

12.7.62

Given the existing railway context of the Project Area within the Aylesbury
Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne sub-section; the overall effects on LCAs are
expected to be localised and largely limited to areas within the existing
railway ownership and/or either side of the railway. Overall, while there will
be adverse effects on various separate components that make up overall
landscape character; the Project is not considered to effect the key
landscape characterisations of the LCAs. During construction the impacts
from localised disturbance to landform through soil stripping, earth works,
bridge and access road construction and construction compounds are
expected to be localised, temporary, of low adverse impact and slight to
moderate significance of effect. At Year 1 and 15 impacts will be negligible
with slight/neutral significance of effect.

12.7.63

Effects on the setting of cultural heritage features are addressed in the
Cultural Heritage Chapter 7.

12.7.64

A summary of effects on Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne sub-section
LCAs are described in Table 12.11:
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Table 12.11 Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne sub-section Landscape Effects

Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character
Areas

Description of change and magnitude of
impact

Sensitivity

Minimal localised
reductions in tranquillity
and effects on value and
quality from loss of
vegetation within railway
currently not open to
traffic, Winslow Station,
bridge reconstructions,
construction compounds
in context of urban fringe
character and influence’s.

Construction:

LCA:
4.12 Winslow
Ridge (West)

Medium

Mitigation

Significance of Effect

Minimise extents of and
impacts on land for
permanent and temporary
proposed works

Slight temporary adverse

Works contained by urban
edge character having no
effect on wider LCA
Negligible temporary
adverse.
Year 1 winter:

Negligible adverse

Landscape mitigation
immature

Slight adverse

Year 15 summer:

No change

n/a

Neutral
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Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character
Areas

Description of change and magnitude of
impact

Sensitivity

Very minor localised
reductions in tranquillity
and effects on value and
quality from loss of
vegetation within existing
railway currently not open
to traffic, over bridge
reconstructions and
construction compound in
context of urban fringe
character and influence’s.

Construction:

LCA:
5.6 Claydon
Valley

Mitigation

Significance of Effect

Minimise extents of and
impacts on land for
permanent and temporary
proposed works

Slight temporary adverse

High
Works contained by urban
edge character having no
effect on wider LCA
Negligible temporary
adverse

LCA:
Settlements

High

Year 1 winter:

Negligible adverse

Landscape mitigation
immature

Slight adverse

Year 15 summer:

Negligible adverse

Landscape mitigation
maturing

Slight adverse

Construction:

Negligible adverse

Landscape mitigation
immature

Slight adverse
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Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character
Areas

Description of change and magnitude of
impact

Mitigation

Significance of Effect

Year 1 winter:

Negligible adverse

Landscape mitigation
immature

Slight adverse

Year 15 summer:

Negligible adverse

Landscape mitigation
maturing

Slight adverse

Minimise extents of and
impacts on land for
permanent and temporary
proposed works

Moderate temporary
adverse

Sensitivity

2No. bridges near Moco
Farm, loss of vegetation
in non- trafficked rail
corridor, construction
compound at Little
Horwood. Effects on
landscape setting to
Horwood House in
context of existing rail
corridor.

Construction:

5.5 Claydon
Tributary

Medium

Medium temporary
adverse.
Year 1 winter:

Medium adverse

Landscape mitigation
immature

Moderate adverse

Year 15 summer:

Low adverse

Landscape mitigation
maturing

Slight adverse
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Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character
Areas

Description of change and magnitude of
impact

Sensitivity

Minor effects on setting.

LCA:
4.10
Greenway
Open
Farmland.

LCA:
4.11 MursleySoulbury
Claylands

Significance of Effect

Minimise extents of and
impacts on land for
permanent and temporary
proposed works

Slight temporary adverse

Construction:

Negligible temporary
adverse.

Year 1 winter:

Negligible adverse

Landscape mitigation
immature

Slight adverse

Year 15 summer:

No change

Landscape mitigation
maturing

Neutral

Minimise extents of and
impacts on land for
permanent and temporary
proposed works

Slight temporary adverse

Medium

Minor localised effects on
setting and tranquillity.

Construction:

LCA:
4.12 Winslow
Ridge (East)

Mitigation

Negligible temporary
adverse.

Medium
Year 1 winter:

Negligible adverse

Landscape mitigation
immature

Slight adverse

Year 15 summer:

No change

Landscape mitigation
maturing.

Neutral

Construction:

Minor localised effects on
setting and tranquillity.
Negligible temporary
adverse.

Minimise extents of and
impacts on land for
permanent and temporary
proposed works

Slight temporary adverse

Year 1 winter:

Negligible adverse

Landscape mitigation
immature

Slight adverse

Year 15 summer:

Negligible adverse

Landscape mitigation
maturing.

Slight adverse

Medium
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Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character
Areas

Description of change and magnitude of
impact

LCA:
4.8 Horwood
Claylands

LCA:
4.9 Newton
LongvilleStoke
Hammond
Claylands

Sensitivity

Mitigation

Significance of Effect

Construction:

Minor localised effects on
setting and tranquillity.
Negligible temporary
adverse.

Minimise extents of and
impacts on land for
permanent and temporary
proposed works

Slight temporary adverse

Year 1 winter:

Negligible adverse

Landscape mitigation
immature

Slight adverse

Year 15 summer:

Negligible adverse

Landscape mitigation
maturing.

Slight adverse

Construction:

Minor localised effects on
setting and tranquillity.
Negligible temporary
adverse.

Minimise extents of and
impacts on land for
permanent and temporary
proposed works

Slight temporary adverse

Year 1 winter:

Negligible adverse

Landscape mitigation
immature

Slight adverse

Year 15 summer:

Negligible adverse

Landscape mitigation
maturing.

Slight adverse

Medium

Medium
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12.7.65

Findings conclude that effects on the setting, quality and value of some
Local Character Areas are localised, and primarily from the presence of
new bridge structures in the rural setting. Other effects are from a loss of
vegetation from within the Project Area.

12.7.66

Overall significance of effect on Local Landscape Character Areas will be
slight adverse with localised moderate adverse significance in the Claydon
Tributary from effects on the setting to Horwood House from new bridge
structures.
Visual Effects

12.7.67

This section describes the significant effects on visual receptors during
construction and years 1 and 15 of operation.

12.7.68

Viewpoint locations are shown on Figure 12.3.5. WIS Viewpoint Location
Plan.

12.7.69

Where a viewpoint may represent multiple types of receptor (residential,
recreational, community or road user), the assessment is based on the
most sensitive receptors. Effects on other receptor types with a lower
sensitivity may be lower than those reported.

12.7.70

For the purposes of this assessment, all effects assessed as being of
moderate or above significance are considered significant (adverse or
beneficial). Effects of slight or below significance (adverse or beneficial) are
considered non-significant.

12.7.71

Only receptors of significant effect are included in the following assessment
of Visual Effects.

12.7.72

Refer to Appendix 12 for a summary of significant and non-significant
effects on all viewpoints.
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Viewpoint WS1

Construction

Furze Lane and PRoW near to Lakers, Winslow
The Project will lie approximately 125m from the viewer. Activities and tall
plant associated with the construction of a new Winslow Station and car
park, including vegetation removal from the upper parts of the existing
railway cutting will be clearly visible to users of the PRoW, and will change
the view and the visual character from rural fringe to that of an urban
character. Works within the railway corridor will be largely screened where
they are in cutting and by intervening works and plant associated with the
building of Winslow Station.
The site benefits from being away from residential properties with the
exception of Lakers; a bungalow situated off Furze Lane whose views
towards the Winslow Station site and construction compound to the
immediate south are substantially screened by intervening garden
vegetation and tall hedgerows along Furze Lane.

Significance of Effect

The magnitude of impact on Lakers will be
temporary medium adverse on a receptor of high
sensitivity resulting in temporary moderate
significance of effect.
The magnitude of impact on users of PRoW will be
temporary medium adverse on a receptor of
medium sensitivity resulting in temporary moderate
significance of effect.

Year 1

Winslow Station will be operative. Views from Lakers property will remain
partially screened by intervening vegetation. Views of the Project Area will
be obscured by intervening station buildings and the railway in cutting.

As for construction

Year 15

Planting associated with the station car park and external spaces will have
matured, providing filtered views to the station for users of the PRoW and
Lakers residential property.

As for Year 1
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Viewpoint WS3

Construction

PRoW off Magpie Way, Winslow

The Project lies approximately 75m from the viewer. Vegetation loss from
the embankment will open up views to track works seen in the skyline on
the flyover structure. Vegetation between Horwood Road and Horwood
Brook will be removed and will open up views to Horwood Bridge structure
works. Works will be clearly visible to users of the PRoW and less apparent
to neighbouring properties that are primarily orientated away from the
Project, and are/or single storey bungalows largely screened by garden
fencing and vegetation.

Year 1

Views of the cleared embankment and more frequent trains will be
apparent. Hedge, tree and shrub planting will still be immature, allowing
unfiltered views of railway embankment to users of the PRoW and less
apparent views to neighbouring properties.

Year 15

By Year 15, hedgerow and trees along the Project Boundary, and trees
and shrubs on the lower parts of the railway embankment and between
Horwood Brook and Horwood Road will have established, thereby visually
softening the embankment. The visual effects on neighbouring residential
properties will be slightly lessened, but where oblique views are available
these will be of the upper parts of the embankment seen above fencing,
which will remain visible.
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Significance of Effect
Given the context of the existing railway on flyover
and presence of existing service chambers next to
the PRoW the magnitude of impact on recreational
users will be temporary medium adverse on a
receptor of medium sensitivity resulting in temporary
moderate adverse significance of effect.
The magnitude of impact on neighbouring
residential properties will be temporary low adverse
on a receptor of high sensitivity resulting in
temporary moderate significance of effect.
The magnitude of impact on recreational users will
be low adverse on a receptor of medium sensitivity
resulting in slight/moderate adverse significance of
effect.
The magnitude of impact on neighbouring
residential properties will be negligible adverse on a
receptor of high sensitivity resulting in slight adverse
significance of effect.

The magnitude of impact on recreational users will
be negligible adverse on a receptor of medium
sensitivity resulting in slight adverse significance of
effect. The visual effects on residential properties
are considered to remain as for Year 1.
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Viewpoint WS4

Construction

Year 1

Year 15

The White House, Horwood Road, Winslow
The Project lies approximately 40m from the viewer. Vegetation loss from
the embankment, underbridge reconstruction, construction access and
track works Direct, close and oblique views from The White House and
road users.,

Significance of Effect
The magnitude of impact on The White House will be
temporary low adverse on a receptor of high sensitivity
resulting in temporary moderate adverse significance
of effect.

Views from neighbouring properties will be less apparent as they are set
back from the road and partially screened by intervening garden vegetation,
builtform and roadside hedgerows. Oblique views of construction of
telecommunication mast will become apparent

The visual effects will be temporary slight adverse
significance. The magnitude of impact on neighbouring
residential properties will be temporary negligible
adverse on a receptor of high sensitivity resulting in
temporary slight adverse significance of effect.

Views towards cleared embankment and more frequent train movements
will be clearly visible. Mitigation planting will still be immature. Views of
Project less apparent to neighbouring properties however, the
telecommunications mast (15m high) on the bend of Horwood Road will be
visible above trees.

As for Construction.

Trees along the Project Boundary west of the White House will have
established thereby visually softening the embankment, seen in the close
context of the existing railway.
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The magnitude of impact on White House will be
negligible adverse on a receptor of high sensitivity
resulting in slight adverse significance of effect.
The visual effects on neighbouring residential
properties will remain as for Year 1.
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Viewpoint WS6

Construction

PRoW Close to Moco Farm, East of Winslow
The Project lies approximately 360m from the viewer. Activities associated
with the demolition of Moco Farm occupation overbridge and rebuilding 50m
to the west, including a construction compound and access, bridge
earthworks and track works and tall plant will be clearly visible in front of the
viewer. While the various construction activities will be visible and located
close to the viewer, the context of the operational farm and existing
overbridge is considered to be partly characteristic of existing activities
within this view.

Significance of Effect

The magnitude of impact will be temporary medium
adverse on a receptor of medium sensitivity resulting
in temporary moderate adverse significance of effect.

Views from Moco Farm will be similar and close but partly screened by
intervening farm buildings.

Year 1

The Winslow No.17 PRoW level crossing will be closed and the footpath
diverted over the new Moco Farm occupation bridge. Users of the PRoW
will have an elevated view from the new bridge of the Project and train
movements along tracks that were previously not open for rail traffic,
causing a localised and apparent change in the rural view. Hedgerow
planting with trees along the Project Boundary and base of Moco
Accommodation Bridge will still be immature.

As for Construction.

Year 15

Landscape mitigation planting will have matured and will partially filter
views.

As for Year 1
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Viewpoint WS7

Midshire’s Way/Swan’s Way, North East of Winslow

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 180m from the viewer. Activities associated
with the closure of Moco Farm No.2 level crossing and replacement with a
new footbridge, including a construction access and removal of trees within
an existing copse and tall plant will be clearly visible to the viewer. Oblique
partly screened views of track works will be partially visible in the direction
of Moco Farm to the west and in the direction of Swanbourne old station
level crossing in the east.

The magnitude of impact will be temporary medium
adverse on a receptor of high sensitivity resulting in
temporary large/moderate adverse significance of
effect. .

Year 1

Tree planting in areas previously cleared for construction purposes will still
be immature allowing clear views of new footbridge and train movements
along tracks that were previously not open for rail traffic. This will cause an
apparent change in the rural view.

The visual effects for users of the PRoW will be
moderate adverse significance. The magnitude of
impact will be low adverse on receptors of high
sensitivity resulting in moderate adverse significance
of effect.

Year 15

Tree planting close to the footbridge will have matured and will heavily filter
views of the footbridge and train movements.

The visual effects are considered to be slight adverse
significance. The magnitude of impact will be
negligible adverse on receptors of high sensitivity
resulting in slight adverse significance of effect.

Viewpoint WS8

PRoW, Horwood House Grounds

Significance of Effect

The Project lies approximately 360m from the viewer. Views of track works
to a section of railway currently not open to traffic, including bridge repairs
at Horwood Road and a construction compound north and south of the
Project Area, will be partially visible from the PRoW; heavily filtered by an
intervening spinney and hedgerow vegetation.

The magnitude of impact on users of the PRoW will be
temporary low adverse on a receptor of high sensitivity
resulting in temporary moderate significance of effect.

Construction

Views from Horwood House are almost entirely screened by orientation or
intervening landform/vegetation within the surrounding grounds.
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Effects are not considered to be significant on views
from Horwood House.
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Viewpoint WS8

PRoW, Horwood House Grounds

Significance of Effect

Year 1

Woodland planting alongside the Project to the north will still be immature.
Partially screened views of train movements where previously no rail traffic
will cause an apparent change in the rural view.

The visual effects for users of the PRoW will be
moderate adverse significance. The magnitude of
impact on users of the PRoW will be low adverse on
receptors of high sensitivity resulting in moderate
significance of effect.

Year 15

Planting will be maturing and filtering views.

The visual effects will be slight adverse significance.
The magnitude of impact will be negligible adverse on
receptors of high sensitivity resulting in slight adverse
significance of effect. .

Viewpoint WS9

North East from near Station House from Midshire’s and Swan’s
Way, South of Little Horwood

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 15m from the viewer. In the context of an
existing railway currently not open to traffic; close and oblique views will be
experienced from PRoW users and properties (Station House and Station
Fields), of track works, tall plant, construction access and vegetation losses
within the Project Area, opening up views to the existing rail corridor.

The visual effects on users of the PRoW and
occupants of properties will be temporary large
adverse significance. The magnitude of impact to
users of the PRoW and occupants of properties will be
temporary medium adverse on receptors of high
sensitivity resulting in temporary large/moderate
significance of effect.

Year 1

Space restrictions within the Project Area will preclude mitigation planting on
the south side. Train movements will be apparent.

The visual effects will be moderate adverse
significance. The magnitude of impact will be low
adverse on receptors of high sensitivity resulting in
moderate adverse significance of effect. .

Year 15

No marked change to view expected; similar to Year 1

As for Year 1.
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Viewpoint WS10

Midshire’s Way/Swan’s Way Level Crossing, North of Mursley

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 20m from the viewer. Activities associated
with the removal of mature vegetation from the cutting slopes, the closure of
the level crossing and construction of a new footbridge close to the existing
crossing to the south west, track works and demolition of the aqueduct will
all be locally highly visible and detrimental to visual amenity and tranquillity
levels; seen in context of existing railway corridor currently not open to
traffic.

The magnitude of impact on users of the PRoW will be
temporary medium adverse on a receptor of medium
sensitivity resulting in moderate significance of effect.

Year 1

Tree and shrub planting in areas previously cleared for construction
purposes will still be immature and views of new structures and train
movements will be very apparent with marked change to previously
enclosed and tranquil view.

The magnitude of impact will be medium adverse on
receptors of medium sensitivity resulting in moderate
adverse significance of effect.

Year 15

Landscape mitigation planting will have matured and aid visual integration
into the surrounding rural area, as well as visually softening the bridge
structures, however train movements and more open cutting slopes will
remain apparent.

The magnitude of impact will be low adverse on
receptors of medium sensitivity resulting in
slight/moderate adverse significance of effect.

Viewpoint WS11

Salden Crabtree Farm Access, Whaddon Road

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 175m from the viewer. Views from Crabtree
Farm rear elevation towards bridge repairs and construction access and
vegetation loss from top of railway cutting will be partially filtered by garden
vegetation and intervening landform and trees. Oblique close views,
especially of the temporary bypass road in the field alongside Whadden
Road, will also be possible from the farm access road. The majority of the
Project will be screened in existing cutting, but tall equipment associated
with bridge works will be visible.

The magnitude of impact will be temporary low
adverse on a receptor of high sensitivity resulting in
temporary moderate adverse significance of effect.
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Viewpoint WS11

Salden Crabtree Farm Access, Whaddon Road

Significance of Effect

Year 1

Hedgerow with tree planting along the top of cutting will be immature at this
stage.

The visual effects will be slight adverse significance.
The magnitude of impact will be negligible adverse on
a receptor of high sensitivity resulting in slight adverse
significance of effect.

Year 15

Hedgerow planting will have matured and aid visual integration into the
surrounding rural area.

The magnitude of impact will be no change on a
receptor of high sensitivity resulting in neutral
significance of effect.

Viewpoint WS13

Bridlepath near the Weasels Residential Property and Salden
Overbridge

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 90m from the viewer. Close, direct and
oblique, partially screened views of construction works will be possible from
the Weasels and bridlepath, towards bridge works and construction access,
track works and vegetation losses within the Project Area. These will all be
seen in the context of proximity to an existing overbridge and railway
currently not open to traffic.

The magnitude of impact on users of the bridleway
and occupants of Weasels will be temporary medium
adverse on receptors of medium sensitivity resulting in
temporary moderate adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

Space limitations within the Project Area will preclude mitigation planting on
the south side of the Project Area. Salden Wood overbridge, embankments
and new road access alignment and train movements will be apparent,
highlighted against the dark backdrop of Salden Wood

The magnitude of impact on users of the bridleway
and occupants of Weasels will be medium adverse on
receptors of medium sensitivity resulting in moderate
adverse significance of effect.

Landscape mitigation will be maturing and filtering views of the Project.

The magnitude of impact on users of the bridleway
and occupants of Weasels will be low adverse on
receptors of medium sensitivity resulting in
slight/moderate adverse significance of effect

Year 15
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Viewpoint WS14

Near Manor Farm, Stoke Road, Newton Longville

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 375m from the viewer. Close, direct and
oblique, partially screened views from Manor Farm and nearby surrounding
properties of bridge works, construction compound and access,
telecommunications mast works track works and vegetation losses within
the Project Area; seen in the context of proximity to an existing rail corridor
currently not open to traffic.

The visual effects on Manor Farm and nearby
surrounding properties will be temporary moderate
adverse significance. The magnitude of impact will be
temporary low adverse on receptors of high sensitivity
resulting in temporary moderate adverse significance
of effect.

Year 1

Hedgerow, shrub and small woodland planting within the Project Area will
still be immature. While some train movements will be partially screened in
cutting, the tops of and trains will be visible as will the 20m high
telecommunications mast on the north west side of the Project next to
Horwood Road.

As for construction.

Year 15

Planting will have matured to filter views of trains. Telecommunications
mast will remain visible.

As for Year 1

Viewpoint WS15

Near Grove Lodge, north west of Mursley.

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 450m from the viewer. Close, direct and
oblique views of the construction compound in the adjacent field and
oblique views of a construction access to the east are apparent. Views of
Horwood Road overbridge reconstruction and vegetation losses within the
Project Area are seen in the context of proximity to an existing rail corridor
currently not open to traffic and the existing Horwood Road overbridge.

The magnitude of impact on Grove Lodge and nearby
surrounding properties will be temporary medium
adverse on receptors of high sensitivity resulting in
temporary large/moderate significance of effect.

Year 1

Space restrictions within the Project Area to the south will preclude
mitigation planting. Train movements will be partially screened in cutting.

The magnitude of impact will be low adverse on
receptors of high sensitivity resulting in moderate
adverse significance of effect.

Year 15

No marked change to view expected; similar to Year 1

The visual effects will be slight adverse significance.
The magnitude of impacts will be negligible on
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Viewpoint WS15

Near Grove Lodge, north west of Mursley.

Significance of Effect
receptors of high sensitivity resulting in slight adverse
significance of effect.

Viewpoint WS16

Swan’s Way, east of Horwood Road overbridge, Station Road,
near Mursley.

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 20m from the viewer. Immediate, direct and
oblique views of the construction compound in the adjacent field and
oblique views of a construction access to the east are apparent. Views of
Horwood Road overbridge reconstruction and vegetation losses within the
Project Area, are seen in the visual context of proximity to an existing rail
corridor currently not open to traffic and the Horwood Road overbridge.

The visual effects on users of the PRoW will be
temporary very large adverse significance. The
magnitude of impact on users of the PRoW will be
temporary medium adverse on receptors of high
sensitivity resulting in temporary large/moderate
significance of effect.

Year 1

Space restrictions within the Project Area will preclude mitigation on the
south side alongside the PRoW. Train movements will be clearly visible.

The magnitude of impact will be low adverse on
receptors of high sensitivity resulting in moderate
adverse significance of effect.

Year 15

No marked change to view expected; similar to Year 1

As for Year 1.

Viewpoint WS17

PRoW near Furze Cottage, Furze Lane, Winslow

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 20m from the viewer. Close oblique views of
Furze Lane overbridge works, vegetation losses partially filtered by
intervening vegetation seen in the visual context of proximity to an existing
rail corridor currently not open to traffic and existing visual detractors of
OHPL.

The magnitude of impact will be temporary low adverse
on receptors of high sensitivity resulting in temporary
moderate adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

Landscape mitigation immature. Train movements partially visible.

The magnitude of impact will be negligible adverse on
receptors of high sensitivity resulting in slight adverse
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Viewpoint WS17

PRoW near Furze Cottage, Furze Lane, Winslow

Significance of Effect
significance of effect.

Year 15

Landscape mitigation maturing.

As for Year 1.
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Summary Effects on Visual Receptors
12.7.73

Within the Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne sub-section views of the
Project are limited to within less than 1km of the Project Boundary by
intervening landform, vegetation and builtform, particularly within Winslow
itself.

12.7.74

Within this relatively close range of visibility however, the majority of
receptors will experience some significant effect, lessening in time as
mitigation planting matures.

12.7.75

This is a result of receptors being in close proximity to the Project Area
within the Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne sub-section and in
particular to the new Winslow Station, new bridges and /or infrastructure,
new telecommunications masts and new train movements where previously
there was none and from loss of vegetation from railway embankments and
verges leaving the Project more open in places where mitigation is
prevented by space restrictions.
Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury sub-section

12.7.76

This section assesses the potential effects on landscape character and
representative visual receptors that would result from construction and
operation phases in the Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury sub-section.

12.7.77

The assessment of effects is based on mitigation measures being inherent
within the design.
Landscape Effects

12.7.78

The Project within the Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury sub-section, upgrades an
existing railway whose presence as a major feature in the landscape, has
already influenced the overall condition, quality, value and sensitivity of the
LCAs through which it passes.

12.7.79

While there will be no physical effects on conservation areas, listed
buildings or historic park and gardens; thereby limiting effects on the
historical character within the study area, however, there will be some
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areas of ridge and furrow that will be affected close to the Project Area
having localised adverse effects on the historical character in those areas.
12.7.80

Loss of vegetation from within the Project Area will have adverse localised
effects on LCAs 5.9 Westcott Claylands and 8.5 Northern Vale by reducing
a familiar landscape feature which, although associated with an existing
railway, helps integration into the surrounding landscape and field pattern.
Mitigation planting will reduce these effects in time.

12.7.81

Whilst overall the Project is not considered to have a significant effect on
the key landscape characterisations of the LCAs, the impacts from loss of
vegetation from within the Project Area at construction will be low and of
moderate adverse effect. Impacts will be similar at Year 1 and negligible
impact of slight adverse effect at Year 15.

12.7.82

New foot and accommodation bridge structures will introduce features into
the landscape not wholly unfamiliar in the context of the existing railway.

12.7.83

The Project within the Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury is not expected to affect
the value or qualities of the Brill-Winchendon Hills Area of Attractive
Landscape due to distance from the Project Area.

12.7.84

More frequent train movements will be apparent but in the context of the
existing railway are not expected to affect overall levels of tranquillity in the
LCAs.

12.7.85

Given the existing railway context of the Project within the Aylesbury Vale:
Aylesbury; the overall effects on LCAs are expected to be localised and
largely limited to areas within the existing railway ownership and/or either
side of the railway.

12.7.86

Overall the Project within the Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury is not considered
to have a significant effect on the key landscape characterisations of the
LCAs. Impacts on LCAs at Construction will be low adverse impact with
slight/moderate adverse effect. At operation, the impacts will be negligible
and of slight/neutral significance of effect.
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12.7.87

Effects on the setting of cultural heritage features are addressed in the
Cultural Heritage Chapter 7.
Townscape Effects
Townscape Character Areas

12.7.88

The Project within the Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury upgrades an existing
railway whose presence passing through the town of Aylesbury, has
already influenced the overall condition, quality, value and sensitivity of the
TCAs through which it passes.

12.7.89

Given the urban context, and limited nature of the Project rail upgrade
works; contained within a narrow Project Area often obscured in cutting
and/or by dense surrounding builtform; overall the Project within the
Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury is not considered to have a significant effect on
value or qualities of the TCA.

12.7.90

A summary of effects on Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury LCA and TCA are
described in Table 12.12 below.
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Table 12.12 Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury Landscape/Townscape Character Effects

Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character Areas

Description of change and magnitude of
impact

Sensitivity

Construction:

Local Character
Areas (LCA):
Westcott Claylands &
Northern Vale

Townscape
Character Areas
(TCA):
Western
Industrial/Residential
Area

High

Low

Localised alteration to
tranquillity and loss of
vegetation within Project
Area, new bridge
components in
landscape. Potential
effect on ridge & furrow
at MCJ2/179 &
MCJ2/177.

Mitigation

Minimise extents of and
impacts on land for
permanent and
temporary proposed
works

Significance of
Effect

Moderate temporary
adverse

Low temporary adverse.

Year 1 winter:

Localised effects from
loss of vegetation within
Project Area. Low
adverse

Tree, shrub, hedge and
grassland planting

Moderate adverse

Year 15 summer:

Negligible

Tree, shrub, hedge and
grassland planting

Slight adverse

Minimise extents of and
impacts on land within
Project Area.

Slight temporary
adverse

Construction:

Loss of vegetation
within Project Area,
track upgrade including
earthworks to cutting.
Low temporary adverse.
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Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character Areas

Description of change and magnitude of
impact

Mitigation

Year 1 winter:

Low adverse

Landscape mitigation
where possible

Year 15 summer:

Low adverse

As above

Construction:

Activities associated
with track upgrades and
California bridge
replacement. Low
temporary adverse.

Consideration of hard
landscaping solutions
where planting is not
possible.

Year 1 winter:

Negligible

As above.

Year 15 summer:

Negligible

As above

TCA: Central &
Aylesbury Station

Sensitivity

Low
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Significance of
Effect
Slight adverse

Slight adverse

Slight temporary
adverse

Slight/Neutral

Slight/Neutral
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Summary Landscape and Townscape Effects
12.7.91

Findings conclude that effects on Landscape Character Areas and
Townscape Character Areas are primarily from loss of vegetation within the
Project Area and new bridge structures in the landscape/townscape. These
effects are localised and are considered not to have significant effect on the
characteristics and qualities of wider LCA and TCAs within the Aylesbury
Vale: Aylesbury due to either distance from the Project Area or lack of
intervisibility.

12.7.92

The effects on the setting, quality, and value of Townscape Character
Areas are predominantly from loss of vegetation within the Project Area.
Visual Effects

12.7.93

This section describes the significant effects on visual receptors during
construction and years 1 and 15 of operation.

12.7.94

Viewpoint locations are shown on Figure 12.4.6. AYL Viewpoint Location
Plan.

12.7.95

Where a viewpoint may represent multiple types of receptor (residential,
recreational, community or road user), the assessment is based on the
most sensitive receptors. Effects on other receptor types with a lower
sensitivity may be lower than those reported.

12.7.96

For the purposes of this assessment, all effects assessed as being of
moderate or above significance are considered significant (adverse or
beneficial). Effects of slight or below significance (adverse or beneficial) are
considered non-significant.

12.7.97

Only receptors of significant effect are included in the following assessment
of Visual Effects.

12.7.98

Refer to Appendix 12 for a summary of significant and non-significant
effects on all viewpoints.
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Viewpoint AV1

Paradise Orchard, Aylesbury

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 200m from the viewer. Residential areas
adjacent to Aylesbury Vale Parkway Station will experience oblique filtered
views of vegetation clearance from the rail embankment; track works and
access to build new platforms seen in the context of the A41, urban fringe
development and Parkway Station.

The magnitude of impact will be negligible temporary
adverse on receptors of high sensitivity resulting in
temporary slight adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

The railway embankment will be grass seeded and will be slightly more
apparent due to vegetation removal and more frequent train movements.

As for Construction

Year 15

No marked change to view expected; similar to Year 1

As for Year 1

Viewpoint AV2

Putlowes Drive, Aylesbury

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 310m from the viewer. A small group of
properties near to the Akeman Street underbridge will experience close,
direct and oblique views from rear upper elevation windows, filtered by rear
garden vegetation; of construction access and bridge works, vegetation
clearance and track works with oblique views of platform extension works to
the south east. A construction compound located on the north side of the
A41 will be largely screened by intervening vegetation alongside the road.
Construction works will be seen in the context of the properties close
proximity to the existing railway embankment and Aylesbury Vale Parkway
Station, and detractors in their view created by pylons crossing immediately
adjacent to the properties.

The magnitude of impact will be low temporary
adverse on receptors of high sensitivity resulting in
temporary moderate significance of effect.

Year 1

The railway embankment and train movements will be apparent due to
vegetation removal and the immaturity of landscape mitigation planting.

As for construction.

Year 15

Hedgerow with trees and a small area of woodland will be maturing to filter
views of the embankment.

The magnitude of impact will be negligible on
receptors of high sensitivity resulting in slight
significance of effect.
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Viewpoint AV3

Fleet Marston Farm, Aylesbury

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 320m from the viewer. Fleet Marston Farm
will experience direct rear elevation views of a construction access utilising
the existing track to the overbridge. Views of vegetation clearance within the
Project Area, track works and oblique views of the construction compound
and bridge works apparent in the context of close proximity to the existing
railway, overbridge and pylons, which all form existing dominant local
landscape detractors in the view. Views north east and east will be
screened by intervening farm and small industrial buildings.

The magnitude of impact will be temporary low
adverse on a receptor of high sensitivity resulting in
temporary moderate adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

The Project will be more open and apparent, and landscape mitigation
planting including hedgerow with trees and a small area of woodland to the
side of the overbridge will still be immature

The magnitude of impact will be low adverse on a
receptor of high sensitivity resulting in moderate
adverse significance of effect.

Year 15

Hedgerow with trees and a small area of woodland will be maturing, filtering
views of the Project.

The magnitude of impact will be negligible adverse on
a receptor of high sensitivity resulting in slight adverse
significance of effect.

Viewpoint AV5

PRoW near to Lower Blackgrove Farm, East of Waddesdon

Significance of Effect
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Viewpoint AV5

PRoW near to Lower Blackgrove Farm, East of Waddesdon
The Project lies approximately 700m from the PRoW viewer. Users of the
PRoW will have narrow and oblique views of construction compound,
access and bridge works, partly screened by intervening vegetation and
farm buildings seen in context of close proximity to existing railway.

Construction

Views towards the existing railway from semi-detached cottages adjacent to
Lower Blackgrove Farm are heavily screened by intervening farm buildings
and a small tree belt and copse, immediately surrounding the cottages to
the north east and north west. Close, restricted and filtered rear elevation
views of the construction compound, access and bridge works vegetation
clearance track works will be apparent.
Views from Lower Blackgrove Farm are largely orientated away from the
existing railway. Oblique upper storey side elevation views of construction
works will be partially screened by intervening trees, farm cottages and
barns.

Year 1

Hedgerows with trees within the Project Area will still be immature. A minor
alteration in the view from the presence of the new farm bridge and train
movements will be apparent to PRoW users and occupants of the farm
cottages whose views will be partly screened by intervening vegetation and
farm buildings.
A very minor alteration in the view will be experienced by Lower Blackgrove
Farm.

Year 15

Landscape mitigation will be maturing and filtering views of the Project for
users of the PRoW and there will be greater screening from matured tree
belts surrounding the farm properties.
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Significance of Effect

The magnitude of impact on PRoW users will be
temporary low temporary adverse on a receptor of
medium sensitivity resulting in temporary
slight/moderate significance of effect.

The magnitude of impact on Lower Blackgrove Farm
& cottages will be temporary low adverse on a
receptor of high sensitivity resulting in temporary
moderate adverse significance of effect.
.

The magnitude of impact on PRoW users will be low
temporary adverse on a receptor of medium
sensitivity resulting in slight/moderate significance of
effect.

The magnitude of impact on Lower Blackgrove Farm
& cottages, will be low adverse on a receptor of high
sensitivity resulting in moderate adverse significance
of effect.

The magnitude of impact on PRoW users, Lower
Blackgrove Farm & cottages, will be negligible
adverse on a receptor of medium -high sensitivity
resulting in slight/neutral adverse significance of
effect.
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Viewpoint AV7

Valour Drive, Aylesbury

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 140m from the viewer. Residential
properties on the fringes of the recent development off Valour Drive will
experience direct and oblique front elevation upper storey views of
vegetation clearance from within the Project Area, and works and tall plant
associated with Terrys overbridge reconstruction and Aylesbury Vale
Parkway Station platform extensions. A construction compound adjacent to
the station car park will be viewed in the context of close existing views of
the Aylesbury Vale Parkway Station, seen across open waste ground.

The magnitude of impact will be low temporary
adverse on receptors of high sensitivity resulting in
temporary moderate adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

Proposed hedgerow with trees along the railway corridor will still be
immature and vegetation removal within the Project Area will reveal the
tops of railway cutting slopes, and Terrys overbridge, with partial views of
the new platform extensions.

The magnitude of impact will be negligible adverse
on receptors of high sensitivity resulting in slight
adverse significance of effect.

Year 15

The hedgerow with trees along the Project Boundary will be maturing
allowing the Project to be less noticeable.

As for Year 1
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Summary Effects on Visual Receptors
12.7.99

The majority of visual effects resulting from the operation of the Project
within the Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury sub-section would be of slight adverse
or neutral significance. This is because the magnitude of impact would be
negligible or no change, particularly where it passes in cutting both in rural
and urban areas, and typically due to the distance away from the Project
Area and/or orientation or intervening screening from builtform or
vegetation.

12.7.100 Overall, at operation, the visual effects of the Project within the Aylesbury
Vale: Aylesbury sub-section where it passes through the Aylesbury urban
conurbation, will have a none significant effect due to restricted visibility
from close intervening builtform and vegetation and the existing urban
context.
12.7.101 Similarly, through rural areas, there will be no significant effects at
operation given the existing context of the existing operational railway and
restricted visibility from close intervening farm buildings, vegetation and/or
orientation away from the Project within the Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury subsection.
12.7.102 Landscape mitigation planting along the operational boundary will continue
to lessen effects over time.
Wycombe District Council sub-section
This Draft ES includes some references to the replacement of Marsh Lane Level crossing
(and associated works at Dodds Farm and Apsley Manor Farm accommodation
crossings). Any work at these locations falls outside of the scope of the Project and no
references will be included in the final ES accompanying the TWAO Application.

12.7.103 This section assesses the potential effects on landscape character and
representative visual receptors that would result from construction and
operation phases in the Wycombe District Council sub-section.
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12.7.104 The assessment of effects is based on mitigation measures being inherent
within the design.
Landscape Assessment
12.7.105 Policy L7 of The Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Management Plan 2014 -2019 states;
“The quality of the setting of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
should be conserved by ensuring the impact of adjacent development is
sympathetic to the character of the Chilterns”.
12.7.106 The magnitude of impact of the Project within the Wycombe District Council
sub-section on the setting of the AONB, a high sensitivity receptor, during
construction and operation, including its visibility from popular sites, is
assessed as no change, due mainly to distance, intervening vegetation,
and built form, with a neutral significance of effect.
Landscape Character
12.7.107 The existing railway within Wycombe District Council sub-section is a
familiar feature in the landscape, and already influences the overall
condition, quality, value and sensitivity of the LCAs through which it passes.
12.7.108 While there will be no physical effects on conservation areas, listed
buildings or historic park and gardens; thereby limiting effects on the
historical character within the study area, however, there will be some
areas of ridge and furrow that will be affected close to the Project Area at
Marsh Lane having localised adverse effects on the historical character in
this area.
12.7.109 The construction compound and construction access roads will be restored
to the original landform. However the new landform at Marsh Lane may
appear artificial and incongruous in the relatively flat local topography.
12.7.110 Loss of vegetation from the Marsh Lane Project Area will have an adverse
effect on local landscape character by reducing a familiar landscape feature
which, although mainly associated with an existing railway, helps
integration into the surrounding landscape and field pattern
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12.7.111 Given the existing railway context of the Project Area within the Wycombe
District Council sub-section; the overall effects on landscape character are
expected to be localised to the vale and largely limited to areas within the
existing railway ownership and/or either side of the railway. During
construction the impacts from localised disturbance to landform through soil
stripping, earth works, bridge and access road construction and
construction compounds are expected to be localised, temporary, of
medium adverse impact and moderate significance of effect. At Year 1 and
15 impacts will be low with slight significance of effect.
12.7.112 Effects on the setting of cultural heritage features are addressed in the
Cultural Heritage Chapter 7.
12.7.113 A summary of effects on Wycombe District Council sub-section LCA are
described in Table 12.13 below.
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Table 12.2 Wycombe District Council sub-section Landscape Effects

Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character
Areas

Description of change and magnitude of
impact

Sensitivity

Construction:
Strategic construction
compound and construction
activities at Marsh Lane
crossing.

Medium adverse

Mitigation

Minimise extents of and
impacts on land for
permanent and temporary
proposed works

Significance of
Effects

Moderate adverse

Year 1 winter
New overbridge at Marsh
Lane.

8.13 Longwick
Vale

Planting on embankment
slopes.

Altered landform, reduced
vegetation cover.
Medium

Field severance results in
disruption to local landscape
pattern.

Moderate adverse

Medium adverse
Replacement hedgerow
planting.

Loss of landscape features
and introduction of elevated
structures in flat landscape.
Year 15 summer:
Marsh Lane overbridge;
Planting on embankment
slopes would partially
integrate structure into local
setting.

Low adverse
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Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character
Areas

Description of change and magnitude of
impact

Sensitivity

Construction:

10.6
Risborough
Chalk Foothills

No changes or impacts
Medium

Year 1 winter:
No changes or impacts
Year 15 summer: No changes
or impacts
Construction:

11.2 Wain Hill
Chalk
Escarpment

No changes or impacts
Medium

Year 1 winter:
No changes or impacts
Year 15 summer:
No changes or impacts

Mitigation

No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

Significance of
Effects
Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Construction:

11.3 Combe
Hill and
Whiteleaf
Chalk
Escarpment

High

Construction activity at Marsh
Lane seen in distance within
panoramic views from the
escarpment would not alter
the tranquillity of the area. No
changes or impacts
Year 1 winter:
No changes or impacts
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Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character
Areas

Description of change and magnitude of
impact

Sensitivity

Year 15 summer:
No changes or impacts

No change
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No change
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12.7.114 Findings conclude that effects on the setting, quality and value of Local
Character Areas are localised, and primarily from the presence of the new
bridge structure at Marsh Lane in the rural setting.
Visual Effects
12.7.115 This section describes the significant effects on visual receptors during
construction and years 1 and 15 of operation.
12.7.116 Viewpoint locations are shown on Figure 12.5.5. WDC Viewpoint Location
Plan.
12.7.117 Where a viewpoint may represent multiple types of receptor (residential,
recreational, community or road user), the assessment is based on the
most sensitive receptors. Effects on other receptor types with a lower
sensitivity may be lower than those reported.
12.7.118 For the purposes of this assessment, all effects assessed as being of
moderate or above significance are considered significant (adverse or
beneficial). Effects of slight or below significance (adverse or beneficial) are
considered non-significant.
12.7.119 Only receptors of significant effect are included in the following assessment
of Visual Effects.
12.7.120 Refer to Appendix 12 for a summary of significant and non-significant
effects on all viewpoints.
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Viewpoint W1
Photomontage

View East from PRoW towards Bishopstone Lane

Significance of Effect

Construction

Removal of existing vegetation within the footprint of the worksite and access for
construction would open up views from the PRoW. Construction activities including
plant for the formation of embankments and bridge for the new Marsh Lane crossing
would be clearly visible to users of the PRoW. Most of the activity would be seen
between the two pylons that dominate the existing view.

The magnitude of impact will be temporary high
adverse on a receptor of medium sensitivity
resulting in a large adverse significance of
effect.

Year 1

The new overbridge, traffic and embankments would be clearly visible in the centre of
the view. The Project will result in new features that are visible within the direct frame of
view.

The magnitude of impact will remain large
adverse on a receptor of medium sensitivity
and the significance of effect will remain large
adverse.

Year 15

By Year 15, hedge and tree and shrub planting will screen traffic and help integrate
the new structure into the local setting.

The magnitude of impact will be reduced to low
adverse on a receptor of medium sensitivity
resulting in a slight adverse significance of
effect.

Viewpoint W2
Photomontage

View North East from PRoW near Aspley Manor Farm and Scheduled
Monument

Significance of Effect

Construction

Construction activities for the formation of embankments and bridge for the new
Marsh Lane crossing would be clearly visible to users of the PRoW and residents of
the farm. Most of the activity will be seen to the left of the view between the crossing
barriers and signs, and the pylon.

The magnitude of impact from construction
activities will be localised and be temporary
medium adverse on a receptor of high
sensitivity. This will result in temporary large
adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

The new overbridge approach road, traffic and embankments would be visible in the
left and centre of the view. The Project will result in new features that are visible but
viewed obliquely and largely filtered by intervening vegetation largely characteristic in
the context of the existing view.

The magnitude of impact will be low adverse
on a receptor of high sensitivity resulting in
moderate adverse significance of effect.

Year 15

By Year 15, tree and shrub planting will screen traffic and will visually merge with the

The magnitude of impact will be reduced to
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Viewpoint W2
Photomontage

View North East from PRoW near Aspley Manor Farm and Scheduled
Monument

Significance of Effect

railway vegetation in the view, helping to integrate the embankments in to the setting.

negligible on a receptor of high sensitivity
resulting in slight adverse significance of
effect.

Viewpoint W3
Photomontage

View North West from PRoW off North Lee Lane near Apsley Cottages

Significance of Effect

Construction

Construction activities for the formation of embankments and bridge for the new Marsh
Lane crossing would be clearly visible to users of the PRoW. Most of the activity will be
seen in the centre of the view above the intervening hedgerows.

The magnitude of impact will be
temporary medium adverse on a
receptor of medium sensitivity. resulting
in moderate adverse significance of
effect.

Year 1

The new overbridge and upper parts of the embankments would be visible in the centre
of the view. The Project will result in new features, but these will be partly screened by
existing intervening vegetation, including evergreen hedges.

The magnitude of impact will be
medium adverse on a receptor of
medium sensitivity resulting in
moderate adverse significance of effect

Year 15

Tree and shrub planting will screen all but the bridge where it spans the railway, but this
will be a minimal part of the view. The planting will visually coalesce with the local
hedgerows and hedgerow trees helping to integrate the embankments in to the setting.

The magnitude of impact will be
reduced to negligible on a receptor of
medium sensitivity. Resulting in slight
adverse significance of effect.

Viewpoint W4

View West from the Boer War Memorial on Coombe Hill

Significance of Effect

Construction

Construction activities for the new Marsh Lane crossing and the construction
compound will just be discernible in the distance in the right of the panoramic view,
yet the character of the view will remain unaltered.

The magnitude of impact will be
negligible on a receptor of high
sensitivity resulting in slight adverse
significance of effect.
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Viewpoint W4

View West from the Boer War Memorial on Coombe Hill

Significance of Effect

Year 1

The construction compound will have been restored to farmland and be
indistinguishable in the view but the new bridge and embankments at Marsh Lane
might just be discernible in the distance in the right of the panoramic view, However
the character of the view will remain unaltered.

The visual effects will be neutral. This
is because the magnitude of impact
will be no change on a receptor of
high sensitivity.

Year 15

As for Year 1.

As for Year 1.

Viewpoint W5

View north from road bridge south of Princes Risborough Station

Significance of Effect

Construction

Construction activities for the platform extensions at Princes Risborough Station will
be seen in in the centre of the view within the context of railway and station
infrastructure.

The magnitude of impact will be
medium adverse on a receptor of low
sensitivity resulting in temporary slight
adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

Any new station infrastructure, such as additional platform signs, will be discernible in
the view. Such features would be characteristic in the context of the existing view,

Neutral significance of effect. This is
because the magnitude of impact will
be no change on a receptor of low
sensitivity.

Year 15

As for Year 1.

As for Year 1.

Viewpoint W6

View west from Whiteleaf Hill PRoW (Ridgeway)

Significance of Effect

Construction

Construction activities for the Princes Risborough platform extensions might just be
discernible in the left of the panoramic view in the middle distance.

The visual effects will be of neutral
significance. This is because the
magnitude of impact will be no change
on a receptor of high sensitivity.

Year 1

No parts of the Project will be seen at Year 1.

The visual effects will be neutral. This
is because the magnitude of impact
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Viewpoint W6

View west from Whiteleaf Hill PRoW (Ridgeway)

Significance of Effect
will be no change on a receptor of
high sensitivity.

Year 15

As for Year 1.

As for Year 1.
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Summary of Visual Effects
12.7.121 The adverse impacts on the visual amenity of residents and recreational
walkers would be mitigated by planting to help screen the new overbridge
at Marsh Lane. Overall effects on visual amenity would reduce from large to
slight adverse or neutral, once mitigation has been implemented and
established.
Milton Keynes Council sub-section
12.7.122 This section assesses the potential effects on landscape and townscape
character and representative visual receptors that would result from
construction and operation phases in the Milton Keynes Council subsection.
12.7.123 The assessment of effects is based on mitigation measures being inherent
within the design.
Landscape/Townscape Character
Local Landscape Character Areas
12.7.124 The Project passes predominantly through the urban areas of Milton
Keynes. This localises effects primarily to the urban area whose quality and
tranquillity levels are already lessened by the proximity of urban detractors
such as main roads, railway, pylons and major landfill at Bletchley and
limits the effects on LCAs
12.7.125 Outside of the urban areas of Milton Keynes the Project Area within the
Milton Keynes Council sub-section are limited to the provision of a new
level crossing footbridge at Old Farm Park and an accommodation bridge
at Woodleys Farm level crossing. The former lies just outside of LCA 6a
Southern Clayland Fringe and the later lies within it.
12.7.126

The new bridge structures will introduce features into the landscape not
wholly unfamiliar in the context of the existing railway, however, there will
be temporary localised effects on landform and vegetation in some areas
that will reduce the quality of the landscape in localised situations namely
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from construction compounds and access roads to the Woodleys Farm
bridge.
12.7.127 The Project within the Milton Keynes Council sub-section will not affect the
value or qualities of the Area of Attractive Landscape (Bow Brickhill) and
Woburn Sands CA, due to the localised nature of these works away from
these designations.
12.7.128 Overall the effects on the key characteristics of the LCA 6a are not
considered to be significant.
12.7.129 There will also to be no significant effects on LCA 7a Brickhills Greensand
Slopes due to the distance from the Project.
12.7.130 Findings conclude that effects on Local Landscape Character Areas at
operation are not significant.
Townscape Character Areas
12.7.131 The Project passes through or skirts urban areas that have grown around
and been shaped and influenced by the existing railway and therefore
become part of the inherent townscape character. The proximity to existing
urban detractors of roads, railway and industrial and commercial
infrastructure has lessened the quality and tranquillity levels within the
TCAs adjoining the Project Area.
12.7.132 The effects on Bletchley TCA will result largely from flyover upgrade works
during construction and the permanent loss of vegetation from existing
railway embankments on the southern edge of the TCA. The localised
softening that rail embankment vegetation provides to the urban edge will
be lost and bring localised reduction in townscape quality to the immediate
area fronting the road only. The wider TCA will not be changed due to the
dense built up nature of the area and isolation from the Project. Flyover
repairs and improvements are also not expected to have significant effects
on the TCA and Bletchley Park CA will not be physically affected and its
historic value within the TCA is not considered to be effected by the Project,
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including station improvements due to the lack of intervisibilty and isolation
from the Project Area by road, built development and rail infrastructure.
12.7.133 For effects of the Project within Milton Keynes Council sub-section on
historic aspects of the townscape including Bletchley Park, refer to the
Chapter 7 (Cultural Heritage).
12.7.134 Bletchley Station new platform works will adjoin Fenny Stratford and
Denbigh West TCAs. Localised temporary changes will occur at the edges
of the TCAs resulting from the above works during construction and the
permanent loss of vegetation from existing railway embankments in areas
of the works. The localised softening that rail embankment vegetation
provides to the urban edge will be lost and bring localised reduction in
townscape quality to the immediate area fronting the road and edges to
neighbouring retail park only. Overall, the key characteristics, condition and
value of the wider TCAs will not be changed due to the dense built up
nature of the area and localised nature the Project.
12.7.135 TCAs Water Eaton and Caldecotte have been scoped out due to there
being no intervisibility and/or no parts of the Project Area near to or
affecting the overall characteristics of each TCA.
12.7.136 Browns Wood and Old Farm Park TCA will experience no change to
condition or value as a result of the new footbridge to the existing level
crossing situated on the eastern edge of the area.
12.7.137 Within the settlement of Woburn Sands there will be platform extensions
and the construction of a ramped footbridge to replace the closed
pedestrian level crossing. Given the context of the urban conurbation and
existing railway, effects at construction and operation will not be significant.
12.7.138 Findings conclude that the effects on all TCAs at operation are not
significant.
12.7.139 A summary of effects on Milton Keynes Council sub-section LCA and TCA
are described in Table 12.14 below.
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Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character
Areas

Description of change and magnitude of
impact

Sensitivity

Construction:

LCA:
6a Clayland
Fringe

High

Year 1 winter:

Very localised minimal
changes from rail upgrade
works, Old Farm Park
footbridge & Woodleys
Farm accommodation
bridge, vegetation losses
in context of poor
quality/condition urban
fringe character and low
tranquillity levels. Low
temporary adverse.
More frequent train
operations in area of
existing low tranquillity
levels.

Mitigation

Significance of
Effects

Inherent in design.

Slight/neutral temporary
adverse

Inherent in design

Slight /neutral adverse

Negligible.

LCA:
7a Brickhills
Greensand
Ridge

TCA: Bletchley

High

Medium

Year 15 summer:

Negligible.

Inherent in design

Neutral

Construction:

No change

n/a

Neutral

Year 1 winter:

No change

n/a

Neutral

Year 15 summer:

No change

n/a

Neutral

Construction:

Very localised changes
from vegetation losses

Retain vegetation where
possible & grasslands to

Slight/neutral temporary
adverse
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Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character
Areas

Description of change and magnitude of
impact

Sensitivity

from existing rail
embankments, flyover
repairs/improvements in
context of urban
residential character.

Mitigation

Significance of
Effects

visually soften
embankments

Negligible temporary
adverse.

TCA: Denbigh
West & Fenny
Stratford

Year 1 winter:

Negligible adverse.

n/a

Slight/neutral adverse

Year 15 summer:

Negligible adverse

n/a

Slight/neutral adverse

Hard and soft landscape
mitigation inherent in
design

Slight/moderate
temporary adverse

Construction:
Medium

Very localised but notable
changes from veg loss
and platform extensions
in context of low
sensitivity urban character
dominated by existing
flyover structure and
industrial/commercial
areas.
Low temporary adverse.

TCAs: Browns
Wood/Old
Farm Park

Browns
Wood/Old Farm
Park

Year 1 winter:

Negligible

as above.

Slight/neutral adverse

Year 15 summer:

Negligible

as above

Neutral

Construction:

No change

Inherent in design

Neutral

Year 1 winter:

No change

Inherent in design

Neutral

Volume 2 Chapter 12 Page 158

The Network Rail East West Rail (Western Section) Phase 2 Order
Draft Environmental Statement

Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character
Areas

Description of change and magnitude of
impact

Mitigation

Significance of
Effects

Year 15 summer:

Inherent in design

Neutral

Sensitivity

Medium

No change
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Visual Effects
12.7.140 This section describes the significant effects on visual receptors during
construction and years 1 and 15 of operation.
12.7.141 Viewpoint locations are shown on Figure 12.6.6. MKC Viewpoint Location
Plan.
12.7.142 Where a viewpoint may represent multiple types of receptor (residential,
recreational, community or road user), the assessment is based on the
most sensitive receptors. Effects on other receptor types with a lower
sensitivity may be lower than those reported.
12.7.143 For the purposes of this assessment, all effects assessed as being of
moderate or above significance are considered significant (adverse or
beneficial). Effects of slight or below significance (adverse or beneficial) are
considered non-significant.
12.7.144 Only receptors of significant effect are included in the following assessment
of Visual Effects.
12.7.145 Refer to Appendix 12 for a summary of significant and non-significant
effects on all viewpoints.
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Viewpoint MK1

View South from Bletchley Road, Bletchley

Significance of Effect

Construction

Close views of construction activities including vegetation removal from the
existing embankment associated with limited track works will reduce the
screening function afforded by the existing vegetation within the Project
Area and open up views of the construction works. Construction activities
will introduce additional components that will be apparent, but will be in the
context of possessing similar characteristics to the existing railway on
embankment. .

The magnitude of impact on residential properties
will be localised and temporary medium adverse on
a receptor of high sensitivity resulting in a moderate
adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

Direct views of more frequent train movements apparent due to cleared
embankment slopes from residential properties fronting the Bletchley Road.
Majority of properties within Bletchley screened by intervening built form.
Landscape mitigation planting limited to grassland slopes due to space
restrictions within the Project Area.

The magnitude of impact will be negligible adverse
on a receptor of high sensitivity resulting in slight
adverse significance of effect.

Year 15

As for Year 1

As for Year 1.

Viewpoint MK4

View South-West from Duncombe Street, Bletchley

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project lies approximately 50m from the viewer. Close rear elevation
oblique views from terraced houses visible to the left towards flyover
improvement works. The auto centre will be demolished and existing
vegetation will be removed. The construction activity will introduce plant and
infrastructure not uncharacteristic within the existing urbanised landscape;
visually dominated and spatially influenced by the existing flyover, which
exhibits poor visual qualities.

The magnitude of impact will be temporary low
adverse on a receptor of high sensitivity resulting in
temporary moderate adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

Vegetation clearance will open views to the existing flyover structure.

The magnitude of impact will be no change on a
receptor of high sensitivity resulting in neutral
significance of effects.

Year 15

As for Year 1

As for Year 1.
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Viewpoint MK5

View North-West from South Terrace Retail Park, Bletchley

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project will lie approximately 700m from the viewer. Works related to
vegetation removal from existing embankments and platform extensions to
Bletchley station will be clearly visible to users of the adjacent bus station,
retail park and motorists; seen in the context of existing railway and urban
context. The construction activity will introduce plant and infrastructure that
are apparent but not uncharacteristic within the urban landscape,
dominated by the railway, road and commercial infrastructure.

The magnitude of impact will be temporary low
adverse on a receptor of low sensitivity resulting in
temporary slight/neutral adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

The new platforms will be apparent. Public realm works including hard and
soft landscape works will integrate the new structures with existing
infrastructure, however new planting will not have matured, leaving the
embankment and platform structures clearly visible. The Project will
represent a noticeable change in close proximity to the viewer, but will not
be uncharacteristic of the existing urban environment, dominated by the
railway embankment and Saxon Street. It will however remove a large area
of mature tree and shrub planting of visual importance and screening value
within the built area.

The magnitude of impact will be low adverse on a
receptor of low sensitivity resulting in slight/neutral
adverse significance of effect.

Year 15

Planting will have established and form some degree of visual filtering of
the Scheme.

Overall the visual effects are considered to remain as
moderate adverse significance. This is because the
magnitude of impact will be low adverse on a receptor
of high sensitivity.

Viewpoint MK9

Woodley’s Farm off Bow Brickhill Road, Woburn Sands

Significance of Effect

Construction

The Project will lie approximately 430m from the viewpoint. The
construction access will be visible in the near foreground, located within the
field to the right of the existing private access road and will be partially
screened from Woodleys Farm House and other adjacent properties, by
intervening hedgerows and garden vegetation. The construction
compound, tall plant and earth works associated with the construction of
the Woodleys Farm overbridge will be partially visible in the field next to the

The magnitude of impact will be temporary medium
adverse on a receptor of high sensitivity resulting in
temporary large/moderate adverse effects.
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existing level crossing and railway, with views from this close cluster of
properties experiencing either upper rear elevation, oblique and/or partially
screened views from intervening buildings. Vegetation losses in the area of
the new bridge will be apparent in the middle ground view. These
construction activities will introduce new visible features seen in the context
of the existing railway and level crossing.
The magnitude of impact will be low adverse on a
receptor of high sensitivity resulting in moderate
adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

More frequent trains will be apparent but will represent a small change,
largely characteristic of the existing view. Woodleys Farm overbridge will
be apparent in the middle view and planting will still be immature to have
any visual presence.

Year 15

Tree planting alongside the overbridge will have matured and provide
visual softening to the structure when viewed from Woodleys Farm and
surrounding properties.

The visual effects are considered to be slight adverse
significance. This is because the magnitude of impact
will be negligible adverse on a receptor of high
sensitivity.

Viewpoint MK10

Woburn Sands Level Crossing

Significance of Effect

Construction

Users of the level crossing, Costa Coffee, Station Tavern and Summerlin
Community Centre overlooking the level crossing will have filtered views of
a construction access road and compound and works associated with the
Woburn school crossing footbridge and Woburn station platform
extensions. Vegetation losses along the railway corridor will be apparent.
Construction activity will represent a discernible change within the view, but
will not be wholly uncharacteristic of a view containing an existing railway
level crossing, station and various visual detractors, such as the car depot
situated behind large advertising hoardings and security fencing.

The magnitude of impact will be temporary low
adverse on a receptor of medium sensitivity resulting in
moderate adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

More frequent movements will be apparent but will represent a small
change, largely characteristic of the existing view. The Woburn school
crossing footbridge will be apparent to the right of the view, seen in the
context of existing visual detractors. Public realm, hard and soft
landscaping will help integrate the structure into the surrounding built
environment.

The magnitude of impact will be low adverse on a
receptor of medium sensitivity resulting in moderate
adverse significance of effect.
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Year 15

Landscape mitigation will be maturing.

As for Year 1.

Viewpoint MK11

Cranfield Road, Woburn Sands

Significance of Effect

Construction

Works including vegetation removal, tall plant and works associated with
the construction of the Woburn Sands school crossing ramped footbridge,
seen in close direct proximity to properties facing Cranfield Road. Works
will be highly visible in the immediate foreground, for users of the level
crossing, residential properties and road users that currently overlook
and/or cross the railway. Vegetation losses along the railway corridor
associated with the works will be apparent and open up views to the
railway. The construction activity will represent a very noticeable change
within the view but will not be wholly uncharacteristic of a view containing
an existing railway and various visual detractors associated with the
adjacent car depot.

The magnitude of impact will be temporary medium
adverse on a receptor of high sensitivity resulting in
large/moderate adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

Hard and soft landscaping will help integrate the structure into the
surrounding built environment. Whilst the footbridge structure will not be
wholly uncharacteristic of a view containing the existing railway and
associated structures, the height of the bridge in close proximity to
residential receptors will be of an incongruous scale in relation to the
surrounding builtform.

The magnitude of impact will be medium adverse on a
receptor of high sensitivity resulting in large/moderate
adverse significance of effect.

Year 15

Landscape mitigation will be maturing but upper parts of the footbridge will
remain dominant.

As for Year 1.

Viewpoint MK12

Swallowfield Lower School Playing Fields, Woburn Sands

Significance of Effect

Construction

Construction compound , vegetation loss and works to construct Woburn
school crossing footbridge will be apparent in the view, partially screened
by the line of existing trees and tall shrubs to the park boundary seen in the
middle foreground. The works will represent a noticeable change within the
view but will not be wholly uncharacteristic of a view containing urban

The magnitude of impact will be temporary medium
adverse on a receptor of medium sensitivity resulting in
temporary moderate significance of effect.
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Viewpoint MK12

Swallowfield Lower School Playing Fields, Woburn Sands

Significance of Effect

detractors including a car depot and security fencing alongside the railway.

Year 1

Filtered views of the Woburn school crossing footbridge will be visible in the
middle foreground and seen in the skyline, representing a noticeable
change in the view. While the structure is not wholly uncharacteristic of a
view containing a railway and other visual detractors, the height and scale
of the structure will be dominant in the skyline.

The magnitude of impact will be negligible adverse on
a receptor of medium sensitivity resulting in slight
adverse significance of effect.

Year 15

Planting between the footbridge and park boundary will have matured and
will further filter out views towards the lower parts of the footbridge. Skyline
views of the footbridge will be unchanged.

As for Year 1
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Summary Effects on Visual Receptors
12.7.146

The majority of visual effects at operation will not be significant.

12.7.147

At Construction large/moderate adverse significance will be experienced
by some visual receptors as a result of the effects of the provision of a new
accommodation bridge at Woodleys Farm and the level crossing closure
and new ramped footbridge at Woburn Sands. At Year 1 and 15 the
significance of effects from Woodleys Farm bridge will be moderate
adverse

and

Woburn

Sands

footbridge

large/moderate

adverse

significance.
Central Bedfordshire Council sub-section
12.7.148 This section assesses the potential effects on landscape character and
representative visual receptors that would result from construction and
operation phases in the Central Bedfordshire Council sub-section.
12.7.149 The assessment of effects is based on mitigation measures being inherent
within the design.
Landscape Effects
12.7.150 The Project within the Central Bedfordshire Council sub-section upgrades
an existing railway whose presence as a feature in the landscape, has
already influenced the overall condition, quality, value and sensitivity of the
LCAs through which it passes.
12.7.151 There will be no physical effects on conservation areas, listed buildings or
historic park and gardens; thereby limiting effects on the historical character
within the Central Bedfordshire Council sub-section.
12.7.152 The Project within the Central Bedfordshire Council sub-section will
introduce features into the landscape not wholly unfamiliar in the context of
the existing railway and road network. However, there will be localised
effects on landform, and vegetation between Berry Lane and the M1 and in
the vicinity of Marston Road in Lidlington that will reduce the quality of the
landscape in these localised situations.
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12.7.153 Whilst overall the Project within the sub-section is not considered to have a
significant effect on the key landscape elements of the LCAs the Marston
Road area of Lidlington will experience localised significant adverse effects
from the introduction of the new bridge structure and embankments into the
flat, open landscape.
12.7.154 A summary of effects on Central Bedfordshire Council sub-section LCA are
described in Table 12.15 below.
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Table: 12.3 Central Bedford Council sub-section Landscape Effects

Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character
Areas

Sensitivity

Description of change and
magnitude of impact

Mitigation

Significance of
Effects

Character Areas

1A Cranfield
to Stagsden
Clay
Farmland

Construction:

No change

Inherent in design

Neutral

Medium

Year 1 winter:

No change

Inherent in design

Neutral

Year 15 summer:

No change

Inherent in design

Neutral

Low adverse

Provide screening where
appropriate and
practicable (based on a
site-specific risk
assessment approach).
Careful design of
compound lighting.

Moderate adverse

Negligible

Planting to integrate new
farm access tracks.

Slight adverse

No change

Mitigation planting
matured

Construction:

5C SalfordAspley Clay
Vale

Strategic construction compound
at M1 Junction 13, construction
activities for new road and farm
access tracks and platform
extensions located at Ridgmont
Station. Minor change in local
landscape setting; existing large
industrial buildings and railway and
highway infrastructure in this
location.
Medium

Year 1 winter:
New road and farm access tracks
would have localised impact on
landscape character. Overall there
would be no alteration to the
setting of the clay farmland
character.
Year 15 summer:
Hedgerow planting on field side of
new road and farm access tracks
would help integrate the features
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Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character
Areas

Description of change and
magnitude of impact

Sensitivity

Mitigation

Significance of
Effects

Character Areas

High adverse

Provide screening where
appropriate and
practicable (based on a
site-specific risk
assessment approach).
Careful design of
compound lighting.

Large adverse

Medium adverse

Woodland and woodland
edge planting on
embankment slopes of
Marston Road
overbridge

Moderate adverse

Low adverse

Mitigation planting
matured.

Slight adverse

Medium adverse

Provide screening where
appropriate and
practicable (based on a
site-specific risk
assessment approach).
Careful design of
compound lighting.

Moderate adverse

into the local character.
Construction:
Construction activities located at
Marston Road crossing for
construction of new overbridge.
Year 1 winter:

5D: North
Marston Clay
Vale

Medium

Marston Road overbridge; loss of
landscape features, including new
planting in community woodland of
Granary Wood, and introduction of
elevated structure in flat
landscape.
Year 15 summer:
Planting on embankment slopes
would integrate the Marston Road
overbridge into the local wooded
setting.
Construction:

6A Woburn
Greensand
Ridge

High

Strategic construction compound
at M1 Junction 13, Minor change in
local landscape setting; existing
large industrial buildings and
railway and highway infrastructure
in this location.
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Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character
Areas

Description of change and
magnitude of impact

Sensitivity

Mitigation

Significance of
Effects

Character Areas

Negligible

Planting to integrate new
farm access tracks.

Slight adverse

No change

Mitigation planting
matured.

Neutral

Low adverse

Provide screening where
appropriate and
practicable (based on a
site-specific risk
assessment approach).
Careful design of
compound lighting.

Moderate adverse

Low adverse

Woodland and woodland
edge planting on
embankment slopes of
Marston Road
overbridge

Moderate adverse

Year 1 winter:
New road and farm access tracks
would have localised impact on
landscape character. Overall there
would be no alteration to the
setting of the Greensand Ridge
Year 15 summer:
Hedgerow planting on field side of
new road and farm access tracks
would help integrate the features
into the local character.
Construction:

6B Mid
Greensand
Ridge

Construction activities located at
Marston Road crossing for
construction of new overbridge;
some impact on views which are
intrinsic to this character area.
High

Year 1 winter:
New overbridge at Marston Road;
loss of landscape features,
including new planting in
community woodland of Granary
Wood, and introduction of elevated
structures in flat landscape; impact
on views from ridge which are
intrinsic to this character area.
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Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Effects

Character
Areas

Description of change and
magnitude of impact

Sensitivity

Mitigation

Significance of
Effects

Character Areas

No change

Mitigation planting
matured.

Neutral

Year 15 summer:
Planting on embankment slopes
would integrate the Marston Road
overbridge into the local wooded
setting.
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Summary Landscape Effects
12.7.155 The adverse impacts on landscape would be mitigated by embankment
design and planting to help integrate the new features and structure into the
local landscape setting. Overall effects on landscape reduce from large or
moderate adverse at construction and Year 1 to slight adverse or Neutral
by Year 15.
Visual Effects
12.7.156 This section describes the significant effects on visual receptors during
construction and years 1 and 15 of operation.
12.7.157 Viewpoint locations are shown on Figure 12.7.5 CBC Viewpoint Location
Plan.
12.7.158 Where a viewpoint may represent multiple types of receptor (residential,
recreational, community or road user), the assessment is based on the
most sensitive receptors. Effects on other receptor types with a lower
sensitivity may be lower than those reported.
12.7.159 For the purposes of this assessment, all effects assessed as being of
moderate or above significance are considered significant (adverse or
beneficial). Effects of slight or below significance (adverse or beneficial) are
considered non-significant.
12.7.160 Only receptors of significant effect are included in the following assessment
of Visual Effects.
12.7.161 Refer to Appendix 12 for a summary of significant and non-significant
effects on all viewpoints.
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Viewpoint CB1

View North East along Berry Lane PRoW

Significance of Effect

Construction

Construction activities for the closure of the vehicle crossing at Berry Lane
crossing would be clearly visible to local properties and users of the PRoW.

The magnitude of impact will be temporary
medium adverse on a receptor of high
sensitivity resulting in temporary moderate
adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

The unadopted road will be seen as a footpath and field access track only and the
character of the view will remain unaltered.

The magnitude of impact will be no change on a
receptor of high sensitivity resulting in neutral
significance of effect

Year 15

As for Year 1.

As for Year 1.

Viewpoint CB2
Photomontage

View South from PRoW towards Ridgmont Station

Construction

Construction activities for the platform extensions will be seen in the view. The
existing view is however comprised of railway and road infrastructure and activities
would be largely characteristic and not out of context.

Year 1

New platform infrastructure such as signs and lighting might be seen in the view but
the character of the view will remain unaltered. The magnitude of impact will be no
change on a receptor of medium sensitivity, resulting in a neutral significance of
effect.

The magnitude of impact will be no change on a
receptor of medium sensitivity resulting in
neutral significance of effect.

Year 15

As for Year 1.

As for Year 1.

Viewpoint CB3

View north west from junction of John Bunyan Trail and Station Road

Significance of Effect

Construction

Construction activities at Ridgmont Station would not be evident in the context of
industrial setting from this distance. The construction compound west of the M1
might be seen from some points on the John Bunyan Trail but not from this
viewpoint.

The magnitude of impact will be no change on a
receptor of high sensitivity resulting in neutral
significance of effect.

Year 1

Platform extensions would not be seen.
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Viewpoint CB3

View north west from junction of John Bunyan Trail and Station Road

Significance of Effect

Year 15

As for Year 1.

As for Year 1.

Viewpoint CB4

View north from a bench on PRoW in new community woodland, west fringe
of Lidlington

Significance of Effect

Construction

Construction activities for the closing of the Lidlington School rail crossing will be
visible to users of the PRoW and other users of the open space within Folly Wood.
This view is also representative of the open and panoramic views from the north
facing slopes of the greensand ridge south of the village.

The magnitude of impact will be high adverse
on receptors of high sensitivity resulting in
temporary large adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

The closed crossing will not change the view at Year 1 and the character of the view
will remain unaltered.

The magnitude of impact will be no change on a
receptor of high sensitivity resulting in neutral
significance of effect.

Year 15

As for Year 1.

As for Year 1.

Viewpoint CB5
photomontage

View south east from Marston Vale Trail at Thrup End Scheduled Monument,
north of Lidlington

Significance of Effect

Construction

The construction compound and construction activities including vegetation removal,
plant for formation of embankments and the erection of the new road bridge for the
Marston Road crossing will be seen in the centre of the view.

The magnitude of impact will be temporary high
adverse on receptors of high sensitivity.
resulting in temporary large adverse
significance of effect.

Year 1
Photomontage

The new road overbridge and associated embankments will be visible in centre of
view, seen behind the young woodland planting of Granary Wood, and in front of
mature woodland beyond.

The magnitude of impact will be high adverse
on receptors of high sensitivity resulting in large
adverse significance of effect.
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Viewpoint CB5
photomontage

Year 15

Viewpoint CB6
Photomontage

Construction

Year 1

Year 15

View south east from Marston Vale Trail at Thrup End Scheduled Monument,
north of Lidlington

By year 15 tree planting on the bridge embankments will visually merge with the
mature woodland beyond, and with the maturing residual area of Granary Wood in
front of the slopes.

View north east from playground at Riglen Close, Lidlington
Construction activities including vegetation removal and the presence of plant for
the formation of embankments and erection of the new Marston Road Bridge will
be seen across the entirety of the view. This includes construction activity, and the
infrastructure associated with this phase of the Project, being located in the field
behind Chuffa Cottage next to the railway crossing.
The new road overbridge and embankments will dominate the view, seen behind
the young woodland planting of Granary Wood in the right hand side of the view,
and in front of mature woodland beyond. The bridge itself will dominate the centre
of the view where it spans the railway.
By year 15 tree planting on the bridge embankments will visually merge with the
established woodland beyond and with the maturing Granary Wood in front of the
slopes.
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The magnitude of impact will be low on
receptors of high sensitivity resulting in
moderate adverse significance of effect
resulting in moderate adverse significance of
effect. .

Significance of Effect
The magnitude of impact will be high adverse
on receptors of high sensitivity resulting in
large adverse significance of effect.

The magnitude of impact will be high adverse
on receptors of high sensitivity. resulting in
large adverse significance of effect,
The magnitude of impact will have reduced to
low adverse with tree and shrub
establishment. The visual effects on
residential receptors of high sensitivity will be
of moderate adverse significance.
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Summary of Visual Effects
12.7.162 The adverse impacts on the visual amenity of residents and recreational
walkers would be mitigated by planting to help screen the new structure
Overall effects on visual amenity would reduce from very large to neutral at
Construction and Year 1 to moderate adverse to neutral once mitigation
has been implemented and established.
Residual Effects
12.7.163 There would be residual effects on visual receptors in the Marston Road
area of Lidlington. Whilst tree and shrub planting will help screen the new
structure and help integrate the new embankments into the local setting
there would be a discernible deterioration in the view from these locations
in the vicinity of the village.
Bedford Borough Council sub-section
12.7.164 This section assesses the potential effects on landscape and townscape
character and representative visual receptors that would result from
construction and operation phases in the Bedford Borough Council subsection.
12.7.165 The assessment of effects is based on mitigation measures being inherent
within the design.
12.7.166 The Project Area passes predominantly through the North Marston Clay
Vale and the urban areas of Bedford.
12.7.167 The new bridge structure and embankments at Manor Road, Kempston
Hardwick will introduce features into the landscape not wholly unfamiliar in
the context of the existing railway and former brick works and associated
infrastructure, however, there will be temporary localised effects on
landform and vegetation that will reduce the quality of the landscape in this
location.
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12.7.168 There will be no physical effects on conservation areas, listed buildings or
historic park and gardens; thereby limiting effects on the historical character
within the study area.
12.7.169 A summary of effects on Bedford Borough Council sub-section LCA are
described in Table 12.16 below.
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Table: 12.4 Bedford Borough Council sub-section Landscape Effects

Landscape/Townscape
Character Areas
Character Areas Sensitivity

Landscape Effects
Description of change and magnitude of impact
Construction:

1A Cranfield to
Stagsden Clay
Farmland

Medium

Mitigation

No change

N/A

Year 1 winter:

No change

N/A

Year 15 summer:

No change

N/A

Medium adverse

Minimise extents of
and impacts on land
for permanent and
temporary proposed
works

Medium adverse

Woodland,
woodland edge and
belt of tree and
shrub planting on
embankment slopes
of Green Lane
overbridge

Low adverse

Mitigation planting
matured

Significance of Effects
Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Construction:
Construction compound and
construction activities located at
Kempston Hardwick crossing for
construction of new overbridges;
temporary impact on open
landscape characteristic of the
area.

5D: North
Marston Clay
Vale

Medium

Year 1 winter:
Kempston Hardwick overbridge;
loss of landscape features,
including mature trees and
introduction of elevated structure
in flat landscape.

Moderate adverse

Moderate adverse

Year 15 summer:
Planting would help integrate
Kempston Hardwick overbridge
into local setting but overall the
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Landscape/Townscape
Character Areas

Landscape Effects
structure would be at variance
with the character with the very
open and flat local context of the
stream valley bottom.
Construction:
No changes or impacts

Bedford Historic
Centre

High

Year 1 winter:
No changes or impacts
Year 15 summer:
No changes or impacts

No change

N/A

No change

N/A

No change

N/A

Negligible

Minimise extents of
and impacts on land
for permanent and
temporary proposed
works

No change

Neutral

No change

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Construction:

Bedford
Southern and
Central
Retail/Industrial
Area

Construction activities located at
Woburn Road crossing would
have a localised and minor
change in the setting of industrial
and commercial development on
southern edge of Woburn Road
Industrial Estate.
Low

Slight adverse

Year 1 winter:
New footbridge at Woburn Road
crossing would not be out of
character with the area. Overall
there would be no alteration to
the setting.
Year 15 summer:
New footbridge at Woburn Road
crossing would not be out of
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Landscape/Townscape
Character Areas

Landscape Effects
character with the area. Overall
there would be no alteration to
the setting.
Construction:
No changes or impacts

Kempston
Residential

Medium

Year 1 winter:
No changes or impacts
Year 15 summer:
No changes or impacts

No change

Neutral

No change

Neutral

No change

Neutral
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Summary Landscape Effects
12.7.170 The adverse impacts on landscape would be mitigated by embankment
design and planting to help integrate the new features into the local
landscape setting. Overall effects on landscape reduce from large adverse
to neutral at construction and Year 1 to slight adverse or neutral by Year
15. There would be no significant effects on Bedford townscape.
Visual Effects
12.7.171 This section describes the significant effects on visual receptors during
construction and years 1 and 15 of operation.
12.7.172 Viewpoint locations are shown on Figure 12.8.6 BBC Viewpoint Location
Plan.
12.7.173 Where a viewpoint may represent multiple types of receptor (residential,
recreational, community or road user), the assessment is based on the
most sensitive receptors. Effects on other receptor types with a lower
sensitivity may be lower than those reported.
12.7.174 For the purposes of this assessment, all effects assessed as being of
moderate or above significance are considered significant (adverse or
beneficial). Effects of slight or below significance (adverse or beneficial) are
considered non-significant.
12.7.175 Only receptors of significant effect are included in the following assessment
of Visual Effects.
12.7.176 Refer to Appendix 12 for a summary of significant and non-significant
effects on all viewpoints.
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Viewpoint B2
Photomontage

View west from PRoW near Interchange Retail Park towards Woburn
Road Industrial Estate

Significance of Effect

Construction

Construction activities for the erection of the new footbridge crossing the railway and
linking the industrial estate with the Interchange Retail Park will dominate the view, but
will be largely characteristic of the existing outlook, which mainly comprises large
industrial and commercial buildings on the edge of the Woburn Road Industrial Estate.

The magnitude of impact will be medium on
a receptor of medium sensitivity resulting in
temporary moderate adverse significance of
effect.

Year 1

The new footbridge will dominate the view but will be largely characteristic of the
setting.

The magnitude of impact, on receptors of
medium sensitivity, will be low adverse
resulting in slight adverse significance of
effect.

Year 15

As for Year 1.

As for Year 1.

Viewpoint B4

View east from new housing development at Fields Road, Wootton

Significance of Effect

Construction

Construction activities in the vicinity of Kempston Hardwick are not expected to be
visible from this distance due to the visual screening effect of the noise attenuation
fencing alongside A421.

The magnitude of impact will be no change on
a receptor of high sensitivity resulting in
neutral significance of effect

Year 1

As for construction.

As for construction.

Year 15

As for Year 1.

As for Year 1.

Viewpoint B5

View north west from Moated Site (SM) Manor Road, Kempston Hardwick

Significance of Effect

Construction

Construction activities, including clearance of mature trees, for the new overbridge at
the Kempston Hardwick crossing will just be visible in the centre of the view.

The magnitude of impact will be low adverse
on a receptor of high sensitivity. resulting in
moderate adverse significance of effect.

Year 1

The new overbridge and embankments at Kempston Hardwick might just be visible in
the background of the view, but would represent only minimal change to the
characteristics of the view.

The magnitude of impact will be negligible
on a receptor of high sensitivity resulting in
slight adverse significance of effect.

Year 15

By year 15 planting on the bridge embankments will visually merge with the tree belts
and hedgerows in the vicinity and screen traffic on the bridge approach road.

The magnitude of impact will be no change
on a receptor of high sensitivity resulting in
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Viewpoint B5

View north west from Moated Site (SM) Manor Road, Kempston Hardwick

Significance of Effect
neutral significance of effect.

Viewpoint B6
(new location
Photomontage)

Significance of Effect
View north west from footpath next to Eastwood Cottages, Kempston
Hardwick

Construction

Vegetation clearance will open up views of the station, trains and construction
compound on the north west side of the railway. Construction activities for the new
over bridge will dominate the view and result in a temporary but very significant
deterioration in the existing view.

Year 1

The construction compound would be restored to agricultural use. However the new
overbridge and embankments would represent a very noticeable deterioration in the
view as the bridge approach road would be seen in the open view.

Year 15

The proximity of the overbridge to Eastwood Cottages would limit mitigation planting
at the south east end of the bridge and embankments. By year 15 planting on the
remainder of the slopes would visually merge with the tree belts and hedgerows in
the vicinity and screen traffic on the bridge approach road.
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The magnitude of impact will be high
adverse on a receptor of high sensitivity.
resulting in temporary large adverse
significance of effect.
The magnitude of impact will remain high
adverse on a receptor of high sensitivity
resulting in large adverse significance of
effect.
The magnitude of impact would be negligible
adverse on a receptor of high sensitivity
resulting in slight adverse significance of
effects.
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Summary of Visual Effects
12.7.177 The adverse impacts on the visual amenity of residents would be mitigated
by planting to help screen the new structure at Kempston Hardwick.
12.7.178 Overall effects on visual amenity would reduce from large adverse to
neutral at construction and Year 1 to slight adverse or neutral once
mitigation has been implemented and established.
12.8

Residual Effects
Landscape Character

12.8.1

The overall residual effects for all sub-sections will be non-significant.
Visual Effects
Cherwell District Council sub-section

12.8.2

The new Bicester Road Bridge and infrastructure would have localised
significant adverse effects on the amenity of visual receptors when viewed
from the fringes of Launton.
Aylesbury Vale: Claydon/Quainton sub-section

12.8.3

There will be significant adverse localised residual effects from the new
road bridge, embankments and infrastructure at Queen Catherine Road;
effecting occupants of Pear Tree Cottage and Railway Cottages and
recreational users of the PRoW and NCR51; seen in the context of the HS2
Project.

12.8.4

The new road bridge at Verney Junction will have a significant effect on
occupants of properties on the fringe of Verney Junction and Littleworth
including users of NCR51.
Aylesbury Vale: Winslow/Swanbourne sub-section

12.8.5

There will be significant localised adverse effects to PRoW and residential
properties from Winslow Station, new overbridge at Moco Farm, the
telecommunications mast, Stoke Road, Newton Longville and effects to the
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visual amenity of recreational users in proximity to the Project sections
where previously not open to traffic.
Aylesbury Vale: Aylesbury sub-section
12.8.6

No residual effects have been identified.
Milton Keynes Council sub-section

12.8.7

There will be significant adverse localised effects to properties fronting
Cranfield Road, Woburn Sands from the new ramped footbridge.
Central Bedfordshire Council sub-section

12.8.8

There will be significant adverse localised effects from the new Marston
Lane overbridge, Lidlington.
Bedfordshire Borough Council sub-section

12.8.9

No residual effects have been identified.
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