East West Rail
Western Section Phase 2
Round Three Consultation
Information Document
January 2018

The Network Rail (East West Rail Western Section Phase 2) Order
Round Three Consultation Information Document

TABLE OF CONTENTS
TABLE OF CONTENTS............................................................................................. II
TABLE OF FIGURES ............................................................................................... III
LIST OF TABLES ..................................................................................................... III
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS ...................................................................................... IV
GLOSSARY .............................................................................................................. VI
1.

2.

3.

4.

INTRODUCTION ................................................................................................. 1
1.1

Background to East West Rail ................................................................... 1

1.2

Changes since Round Two Consultation .................................................. 2

1.3

Purpose of this consultation ...................................................................... 2

1.4

Information presented for Round Three Consultation................................ 2

EAST WEST RAIL WESTERN SECTION PHASE 2 .......................................... 3
2.1

Location ..................................................................................................... 3

2.2

Interface with High Speed 2 ...................................................................... 4

2.3

Main scope changes ................................................................................. 6

2.4

Construction methodology changes ........................................................ 11

2.5

Construction compound changes ............................................................ 11

2.6

Construction compound access routes and traffic volumes .................... 12

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA) ......................................... 22
3.1

EIA process ............................................................................................. 22

3.2

Environmental topics ............................................................................... 22

CONSULTATION PROCESS ........................................................................... 33
4.1

Round Two Consultation ......................................................................... 33

4.2

Round Three Consultation ...................................................................... 33

Page ii

The Network Rail (East West Rail Western Section Phase 2) Order
Round Three Consultation Information Document

TABLE OF FIGURES
Figure 1: East West Rail Sections ....................................................................... 1
Figure 2: EWR Phase 1 and EWR2 .................................................................... 4
Figure 3: HS2 Interface Area ............................................................................... 5

LIST OF TABLES
Table 1: Summary of scope changes .................................................................. 6
Table 2: Construction compound access routes and trip volumes .................... 13
Table 3: Construction trip volumes to structure work sites ................................ 19
Table 4: Round Three Consultation events ....................................................... 34

Page iii

The Network Rail (East West Rail Western Section Phase 2) Order
Round Three Consultation Information Document

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

Abbreviation

Definition

AVDC

Aylesbury Vale District Council

BBC

Bedford Borough Council

BBM

Bletchley to Bedford Midland ELR

BCC

Buckinghamshire County Council

CBC

Central Bedfordshire Council

CDC

Cherwell District Council

CML

Chiltern Main Line

DfT

Department for Transport

EA

Environment Agency

EIA

Environmental Impact Assessment

ES

Environmental Statement

EWR

East West Rail

EWR2

East West Rail Western Section Phase 2

MCJ

Marylebone to Claydon L&NE Junction

MCJ3

Great Central Main Line

MKC

Milton Keynes Council

MML

Midland Main Line

NR

Network Rail

OCC

Oxfordshire County Council
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Abbreviation

Definition

OXD

Oxford Branch

PRA

Aylesbury Branch (Princes Risborough to Aylesbury)

TWA

Transport and Works Act

TWAO

Transport and Works Act Order

WCML

West Coast Main Line
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GLOSSARY
Term

Definition

Construction compound

An area used by the contractors during construction for civil
engineering works, railway installation works and the storage
of materials.

Construction Environmental
Management Plan

The mechanism through which construction phase mitigation
will be implemented.

Construction phase

The period when construction of the Project takes place.

Culvert

A structure that allows water to flow under a road, railway or
similar obstruction from one side to the other side.

Environmental Impact
Assessment

The process by which the anticipated impacts on the
environment of a proposed development or project are
measured.

Environmental Statement

The report setting out the process and findings of an
Environmental Impact Assessment.

EWR

A programme of works which aims to establish a strategic
railway connecting East Anglia with Central, Southern and
Western England.

EWR Alliance

An alliance made up of four equal parts with Network Rail
(not-for-dividend owner and operator of Britain’s railway
infrastructure), Atkins (design, engineering and project
management consultancy), Laing O’Rourke (construction
and engineering contractor) and VolkerRail (railway
infrastructure contractor) to build EWR2.

EWR Phase 1

Phase 1 of EWR Western Section works were completed
between Oxford and Bicester and became operational in
December 2016, as authorised by The Chiltern Railways
(Bicester to Oxford Improvements) Order 2012.

EWR Western Section

The railway forming the western section of EWR between
Oxford and Bedford, Milton Keynes and Aylesbury. The
Western Section comprises EWR Phase 1 and EWR2.

EWR2

Phase 2 of EWR Western Section proposed works involve
upgrading and reconstructing the railway infrastructure
between Bicester and Bedford, Milton Keynes and
Aylesbury.
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Term

Definition

Existing railway corridor

The 48 miles (78km) of railway corridor that already exists
between Bicester, Bletchley, Milton Keynes, Bedford and
Aylesbury.

GSM-R masts

Base station masts using an international wireless
communications standard for railway communication and
applications known as Global System for Mobile
Communications-Railway.

Haul road

A temporary road built to facilitate the movement of
equipment and materials during Project construction.

HS2

Phase One of High Speed Two which is authorised under
the High Speed Rail (London - West Midlands) Act 2017.

Level crossings

A place where a railway and a highway or right of way cross
at the same level.

Mitigation measures

Mitigation represents any process or action designed to
avoid, reduce or remedy significant adverse environmental
effects likely to be caused by a development project.

Overbridge

A bridge crossing over the railway.

Railway

General term referring to the rail transport system as whole
and the corridor in which it sits.

Single track

A railway where trains travelling in either direction share the
same section of track.

The Project

The Project is the proposed infrastructure works between
Bicester and Bedford, Milton Keynes and Aylesbury for
which authorisation is sought under the Transport and Works
Act, planning permission under the Town and Country
Planning Act, permitted development under the General
Permitted Development Order, changes to Public Highways
and Public Rights of Way under the Highways Act, the HS2
Phase One Act and Listed Building Consent.

Track

Rail system consisting of two rails, secured on sleepers, on
which trains run.

Underbridge

A bridge crossing under the railway.
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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Background to East West Rail

1.1.1

East West Rail (EWR) aims to establish a strategic railway connecting East
Anglia with Central, Southern and Western England. EWR comprises three
separate sections: Western, Central and Eastern (see Figure 1).
Figure 1: East West Rail Sections

1.1.2

The Western Section of the route consists of two distinct phases of work
known as EWR Phase 1 and EWR2. EWR Phase 1 was completed in
December 2016 and trains operate from Oxford via Bicester Village to
London Marylebone. EWR2 requires upgrading and reinstating the Bicester–
Bletchley–Bedford, and Aylesbury–Claydon Junction railway lines to facilitate
the operation of new passenger services between Oxford and Milton Keynes,
Oxford and Bedford and Milton Keynes and Aylesbury.
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1.1.3

Development of EWR2 is being undertaken by the EWR Alliance. There are
four partners in the EWR Alliance:
•

Network Rail (not-for-dividend owner and operator of Britain’s railway
infrastructure);

•

Atkins (design, engineering and project management consultancy);

•

Laing O’Rourke (construction and engineering contractor); and

•

VolkerRail (railway infrastructure contractor).

1.2

Changes since Round Two Consultation

1.2.1

In July 2017 the Department for Transport (DfT) directed the EWR Alliance
to evaluate whether the capital costs of the project could be reduced whilst
maintaining all of the benefits for local connectivity within the Oxford–Milton
Keynes corridor. The project identified that savings could be achieved to the
total project costs through a combination of changes to the construction
methodology and the Project’s scope. The DfT have endorsed that these
changes be taken forward. The scope change has resulted in alterations to
the Project, necessitating a third round of consultation.

1.3

Purpose of this consultation

1.3.1

The purpose of the Round Three Consultation is to present the changed
scope of the EWR2 proposed works to stakeholders such as the public,
landowners and statutory consultees so they can appreciate how the
changes may affect them and understand the environmental effects that may
arise as a consequence of these changes.

1.3.2

Responses received during this Round Three Consultation will be
considered as the EWR Alliance progresses the Project to submission of the
TWAO in Spring 2018.

1.4

Information presented for Round Three Consultation

1.4.1

This Consultation Information Document details the changes made since
Round Two Consultation and explains the effects of the updated construction
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methodology, changes in engineering design and a summary of likely
environmental effects.
1.4.2

The Round Three Consultation materials comprise:
•

This Consultation Information Document and appendices made up of:
o

Appendix A - Table of proposed station works

o

Appendix B - Table of proposed work to structures

o

Appendix C - Table of proposed work to level crossings

o

Appendix D - Draft construction access route figure showing daily
two-way trip assignment – HGVs;

o

Appendix E - Draft construction vehicle activity figure showing daily
two-way trip assignment – all vehicles;

o
•
1.4.3

Appendix F – HGV access routes to construction compounds

Scheme Drawings.

The Scheme Drawings show the permanent footprint of the project and the
boundary for environmental mitigation along with the land required
temporarily during construction. Also included are drawings showing route
wide areas where temporary lay-bys and junction improvements works are
proposed.

1.4.4

The draft construction access route figures show how the construction
compounds will be accessed. This can be read in conjunction with Table 2
and Table 3 in the next section of this document which provide vehicle
volumes to compounds and structure works sites.

2.

EAST WEST RAIL WESTERN SECTION PHASE 2

2.1

Location

2.1.1

EWR2 comprises works along approximately 48 miles (78km) of the existing
railway corridor between Bedford, Bicester, Bletchley, Milton Keynes and
Aylesbury. Figure 2 shows the project extent for EWR2.
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Figure 2: EWR Phase 1 and EWR2

2.1.2

The extents of the EWR2 TWAO scheme for which powers will be sought
are shown in the scheme drawings.

2.2

Interface with High Speed 2

2.2.1

EWR2 crosses an area covered by High Speed 2 (HS2) between OXD/29
Charndon Main Street and OXD/26B Queen Catherine Road on the OXD
Line and HS2 chainage 76+400 on the MCJ Line, referred to as the HS2
Interface Area (see Figure 3).
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Figure 3: HS2 Interface Area
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2.2.2

Within the HS2 Interface Area the HS2 Act authorises the construction and
operation of railway infrastructure required to support the Project and,
therefore, Network Rail is not seeking authorisation under the TWAO for
these works.

2.3

Main scope changes

2.3.1

Since Round Two Consultation completed in August 2017 some changes
have been made to the project scope. Table 1 sets out a summary of these
changes and can be read in conjunction with the scheme drawings.
Table 1: Summary of scope changes

Area

Description of scope change

Area between
Bicester and
Claydon Junction

OXD/36 Bicester Road
• To be retained therefore no longer demolished and
rebuilt
• General repairs only
• Change to location of permanent compound at OXD/36
Launton Allotments
• Replacement access on Bicester Road opposite
existing field entrance on East side, including vehicle
access to existing parking area.
OXD/30 Green Lane
• No longer lifting the structure, rather track being
lowered
• No works proposed to structure
OXD/29 Charndon
• To be retained therefore no longer demolished and
rebuilt
• General repairs only
Compound A4 Claydon Junction on south side of the railway
relocated to north side of the railway, called A4 Green Lane
No acoustic barriers proposed
New GSM-R mast near OXD 32
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Area

Description of scope change

Area between
Claydon Junction
and Bletchley

OXD/20 Furze Lane
• No longer demolishing and reconstructing
• General repairs only
Winslow Station
• Station building reduced in size, accommodating one
retail unit
• Reduced platform length
• Footprint of the station approaches, car park, etc, have
not changed
OXD/13 Station Road
• No longer replacing deck
• General repairs only
New GSM-R mast to the west of OXD/25 with access track
from Sandhill Road
New GSM-R mast next to OXD/22
Reduction in length of proposed acoustic barriers
Two additional access routes (Swan’s Way and Salden)
Permanent maintenance compound at OXD/13
• No longer required. Compound removed from scope,
but a small access point remains in scope
OXD/11 Whaddon Road Overbridge
• No longer replacing deck
• General repairs only
Newton Longville Loops (from Weasel’s Lodge level crossing
to OXD/09 Newton Approach Overbridge)
• Project no longer providing loops
• The two central tracks – as shown on the scheme
drawings – are to be retained in the design, with the
outer two tracks being removed from scope
• Access road on north side of loops no longer required
and is removed from scope
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Area

Description of scope change

Area between
Bletchley and
Denbigh Hall

Track cross-over – Bletchley West Junction (east of OXD/04 –
Cattle Arch)
• One cross-over removed from scope (but the other
cross-over remains in scope)
Bletchley High-Level Platforms
• Platform lengths reduced at the southern end
• Link bridge, lifts and stairs have not changed
Denbigh Hall South
• No longer undertaking any works. Removed from
scope
No longer works proposed just north of DHF/155 Intersection
Bridge
New GSM-R mast by Coleridge Close
Reduction in length of proposed acoustic barriers

Area between
Bletchley and
Bedford

There will be no wholesale track vegetation clearance in this
area. Vegetation clearance will be limited to the areas
immediately around structures and access routes
BBM/01A Saxon Street Underbridge
• General repairs no longer required
• Structure removed from scope
BBM/02 Holdens Footway Underbridge
• General repairs no longer required
• Structure removed from scope
BBM/04 Grand Union Canal Underbridge
• General repairs no longer required
• Structure removed from scope
BBM/05 River Ouzel Underbridge
• General repairs no longer required
• Structure removed from scope
BBM/05A A5 Truck Road Underbridge
• General repairs no longer required
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Area
Area between
Bletchley and
Bedford

Description of scope change
•

Structure removed from scope

BBM/06 Fenny Stratford Underbridge
• General repairs no longer required
• Structure removed from scope
All vegetation in this area between BBM/04 and BBM/06 to be
retained, and temporary access from Brickhill Street no longer
required
Berry Lane
• Proposed new access track between Berry
Lane/Salford Road to provide combined private / farm
access. Provision of a passing bay at east end and bell
mouth entrance on Salford Road
• Provision of compacted granular farm access track
from Berry Lane to Bedford Road with stock fence to
north side. Standard manual farm access gate to be
provided at Bedford Road end
• Provision of new right of access along south side of rail
corridor from Bedford Road (entrance to south of
existing modern barn), along south side of hedgerow
up to existing Long Leys UWC, including new gate
through hedge into 'destination' fields
At Woburn Sands School Crossing the level crossing is
proposed to be closed and the footpath diverted via the
existing Woburn Sands highway crossing instead of a ramped
footbridge
Bring the unadopted cycleway onto Manor Road to the south
of the BBM/09B Kempston Hardwick overbridge; this will
coincide with the beginning of the highway approach
embankment for the proposed bridge over the railway
Woburn Sands Station
• Platform lengths increased by up to 5m to enable
greater flexibility for stopping longer passenger trains
Ridgmont Station
• Platform lengths increased by up to 5m to enable
greater flexibility for stopping longer passenger trains
Equine uncontrolled crossing of Marston Road, Lidlington, to
south of the BBM/08A Marston Road overbridge
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Area

Description of scope change

Area between
Bletchley and
Bedford

BBM/09G Woburn Road Footbridge
• Slight alteration to the position of the southern
footbridge access
There are now no works proposed to the east of BBM/09G
Woburn Road Footbridge

Area between
Claydon Junction
and Aylesbury

Existing single track from Aylesbury Vale Parkway to Claydon
Junction replaced with new single track (not double tracked)
resulting in reduced requirement for new earthworks and
vegetation clearance
Permanent compound to north west of MCJ2/184A
No change in scope to any crossing proposals
MCJ2/175 Akeman Street
• No works now required to structure
• Removed from scope
E5 Compound Akeman Street relocated to Fleet Marston on
south side of the railway
Aylesbury Vale Parkway Station
• Western platform, footbridge, stairs and lifts removed
from scope
• Eastern platform shortened at southern end
• Compound E6 removed due to presence of Roman
settlement and decrease in scope of works to the
Station
Works south of Aylesbury Vale Parkway Station now limited to
MCJ2/165A Griffin Lane footpath diversion
No track works south of Aylesbury Vale Parkway Station
Removal of Compound E7 Rabans Close

Area between
Aylesbury and
Princes
Risborough

There are no longer any works in this section.
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2.3.2

The following appendices and scheme drawings provide further details on
the current proposals:
•

Appendix A - Table of proposed station works;

•

Appendix B - Table of proposed work to structures

•

Appendix C - Table of proposed work to level crossings

2.4

Construction methodology changes

2.4.1

A key change since the Round Two Consultation involves the methodology
for constructing the Project; more specifically the reduction in the proposed
use of haul roads on each side of the railway corridor.

2.4.2

Some haul roads are proposed at some of the less accessible underbridges,
e.g. where the existing highway network cannot be relied upon to provide
reasonable access.
Effects of changes
•

Construction traffic is spread out over the local highway network;

•

The overall footprint of land required temporarily during construction has
reduced (along with associated environmental impacts);

•

Additional access will be needed along the route to gain access to the
railway;

•

Culverts will be installed using trenchless technology which will remove
the work activity from the main access corridor;

•

There is a change in the sequencing of construction activities resulting in
alterations to the construction programme.

2.5

Construction compound changes

2.5.1

Compound A4 Claydon Junction has been relocated to the north side of the
railway by OXD 30 Green Lane and renamed A4 Green Lane. An additional
access route to Compound A4 Green Lane has been added.
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Effects of changes
•

There is an increased proportion of construction traffic to the north of the
A4 Green Lane compound via Poundon; and

•

There is a decrease in the proportion of construction traffic from the
south to this compound through Grendon Underwood, Edgcott and
Charndon.

2.5.2

Compound E5 Akeman Street has been relocated to Fleet Marston on the
south side of the railway.

2.5.3

Compound E6 Aylesbury Vale Parkway has been removed due to the
presence of a Roman settlement and the decrease in scope to works at
Aylesbury Vale Parkway Station.

2.5.4

As there are no works south of Aylesbury Vale Parkway Station, Compound
E7 Rabans Close is no longer required.

2.5.5

The removal of these compounds results in a reduction in construction traffic
in these areas.

2.5.6

The scheme drawings provide further details on the compound locations.

2.6

Construction compound access routes and traffic volumes

2.6.1

Since Round Two Consultation, the EWR Alliance has continued to develop
the construction access route strategy to serve compounds and works areas
through consultation with Local Highway Authorities.

2.6.2

Based on the current design a description of the preferred HGV access
routes to compounds along with the number of daily two-way HGVs, light
construction vehicles and staff vehicles trips to each compound is shown in
Table 2. Appendix D displays a draft construction access route figure
showing daily two-way HGV trip assignments and Appendix E showing daily
two-way trip assignments for all vehicles. Appendix F shows HGV access
routes to construction compounds.
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Table 2: Construction compound access routes and trip volumes

Compound
reference
and name

A1 Bicester

Description of current preferred HGV access
route (s) and Scheme Drawing Reference(s)

For this compound two current preferred routes for
access are proposed to be used. From the North
50% of the traffic will travel via M40 Jct 10 then the
A43, B4100 and A4095 to the A4421 and 50% from
the South from M40 Jct 9 via the A41 and A4421.
Access into the compound is directly from the A4421
roundabout.
Refer to 133735_2A-EWR-OXD-109380-DR-T001003

A2 Launton

The current preferred access route is from the north
off the A4421 and via Stratton Audley, Launton
Road and Station Road. Access through Launton for
HGVs will not be permitted.

HGV Daily
Two-Way
Trips

LGV Daily
Two-Way
Trips

Staff and
Operative
Daily
Trips

Total
Daily
Two-Way
Trips

Start
date

142

60

300

North:
71

30

150

502

Dec 2019

South:
71

30

150

132

60

50

242

Feb 2020

80

60

50

190

Feb 2020

Refer to 133735_2A-EWR-OXD-106340-DR-T001007

A3 Marsh
Gibbon

The current preferred access route is from the north
off the A4421 and via Poundon, Main Street and
Station Road.
Refer to 133735_2A-EWR-OXD-105560-DR-T002008
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Compound
reference
and name

A4 Green
Lane

Description of current preferred HGV access
route (s) and Scheme Drawing Reference(s)

For this compound two current preferred routes for
access are proposed to be used. From the north
75% of the traffic will travel along the A4421 and via
Poundon, Main Street and Green Lane; with 25%
from the south off the A41 via Edgcott and School
Hill, Charndon.
Refer to 133735_2A-EWR-OXD-101580-DR-T002013

HGV Daily
Two-Way
Trips

LGV Daily
Two-Way
Trips

Staff and
Operative
Daily
Trips

Total
Daily
Two-Way
Trips

Start
date

64

60

200

North:
48

45

150

324

Mar 2020

South:
16

15

50

96

60

205

361

Mar 2020

73

60

15

148

Dec 2019

The current preferred access route is from the North
off the A421 and via A413, Main Street, Herds Hill
and Queen Catherine Road.
B1 Steeple
Claydon

B2 Verney
Junction

Refer to 133735_2B-EWR-OXD-098080-DR-T002006 and
133735_2B-EWR-OXD-098080-DR-T-002005
The current preferred access route is from the North
off the A421 and via A413, Main Street, Sandhill
Road and Verney Road.
Refer to 133735_2B-EWR-OXD-095040-DR-T002010
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Compound
reference
and name

B3 Furze
Lane

B4 Little
Horwood

Description of current preferred HGV access
route (s) and Scheme Drawing Reference(s)

HGV Daily
Two-Way
Trips

LGV Daily
Two-Way
Trips

Staff and
Operative
Daily
Trips

Total
Daily
Two-Way
Trips

Start
date

136

60

65

261

Jan 2020

85

60

75

220

Mar 2020

97

60

65

222

Mar 2020

The current preferred access route is from the North
off the A421 and via A413 directly onto Furze Lane.
Refer to 133735_2B-EWR-OXD-092020-DR-T003016

There are two current preferred access routes:
From the North off the A421 and via Little Horwood,
Mursley Road and Station Road; or
From the South off the A5 onto the A4146, Drayton
Road, Bletchley Road, the B4032 and Station Road.
Refer to 133735_2B-EWR-OXD-088020-DR-T003021

The current preferred access route is from the North
off the A421 and Whaddon Road.
B5 Newton
Refer to 133735_2B-EWR-OXD-086260-DR-T003023
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Compound
reference
and name

Description of current preferred HGV access
route (s) and Scheme Drawing Reference(s)

HGV Daily
Two-Way
Trips

LGV Daily
Two-Way
Trips

Staff and
Operative
Daily
Trips

Total
Daily
Two-Way
Trips

Start
date

44

60

275

379

Mar 2020

68

60

80

208

Apr 2020

0

60

120

180

May 2021

The current preferred access route is via the same
route to B5 compound and then along a new access
track running parallel to the track between Whaddon
Road and Bletchley Road.
B6 Bletchley
Refer to 133735_2B-EWR-OXD-086260-DR-T003026, 133735_2B-EWR-OXD-086260-DR-T003027 and 133735_2B-EWR-OXD-086260-DR-T003028.

C1
Wellington
Place

D1 M1
Junction 13

The current preferred access route is from the
B4034 through Bletchley and then off Water Eaton
Road.
Refer to 133735_2C-EWR-BBM-080300-DR-T004002
The current preferred access route is from Bedford
Road just off the M1 Jct 13.
Refer to 133735_2D-EWR-BBM-XXXXXX-DR-T005013
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Compound
reference
and name

D2
Kempston
Hardwick

E3
Quainton

Description of current preferred HGV access
route (s) and Scheme Drawing Reference(s)

HGV Daily
Two-Way
Trips

LGV Daily
Two-Way
Trips

Staff and
Operative
Daily
Trips

Total
Daily
Two-Way
Trips

Start
date

60

60

50

170

Sep 2021

36

60

60

156

Apr 2023

36

60

80

176

Apr 2023

51

60

200

311

Apr 2023

The current preferred access route is from the north
of the A421 via Manor Road.
Refer to 133735_2D-EWR-BBM-XXXXXX-DR-T006026
133735_2D-EWR-BBM-XXXXXX-DR-T-006027
The current preferred access route is from the South
off the A41 and Station Road.
Refer to 133735_2E-EWR-MCJ-028500-DR-T002012
The current preferred access route is directly off the
A41 and via a new access track.

E4
Waddesdon

E5 Fleet
Marston

Refer to 133735-2E-EWR-MCJ-032420-DR-T002014 and 133735-2E-EWR-MCJ-032420-DR-T002015
The current preferred access route is directly off the
A41 and via a new access track.
Refer to 133735-2E-EWR-MCJ-033100-DR-T002019
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Structure work sites
2.6.3

Along the railway there are structures which will require work, e.g. general
repairs or new installations. Where these structures are not adjacent to a
construction compound a smaller construction works site will be required to
facilitate these activities. Please refer to the scheme drawings.

2.6.4

Based on the current design and the number of daily two-way HGVs, light
construction vehicles and staff vehicles to each structure works site is shown
in Table 3.
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Table 3: Construction trip volumes to structure work sites

HGV Daily
Two-Way
Trips

Staff and
Operative
Daily Trips

Total Daily
Two-Way
Trips

4

0

8

Mar 2020

10

33

0

43

May 2020

133735_2B-EWR-OXD-092020DR-T-003016

12

40

40

92

May 2020

OXD/11 Whaddon Road

133735_2B-EWR-OXD-086260DR-T-003023

12

6

0

18

Apr 2020

OXD/04 Cattle Arch
Selbourne Avenue

133735_2B-EWR-OXD-081480DR-T-004029
133735_2C-EWR-BBM-081120DR-T-004001

8

4

0

12

May 2020

Viaduct (by C1
compound)

133735_2C-EWR-BBM-080300DR-T-004002

20

20

60

100

Apr 2020

BFO/152A Bletchley
Flyover

133735_2C-EWR-BBM-080300DR-T-004002
133735_2C-EWR-BBM-079540DR-T-004003

12

10

60

82

May 2020

Bletchley Station

133735_2C-EWR-BBM-079540DR-T-004003

36

20

60

116

May 2020

Structure reference
and name

Scheme Drawing Reference(s)

OXD/36A Jarvis Lane
footbridge

133735_2A-EWR-OXD-109380DR-T-001003

4

OXD/24 Addington

133735_2B-EWR-OXD-094340DR-T-002011

Winslow Station
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HGV Daily
Two-Way
Trips

Staff and
Operative
Daily Trips

Total Daily
Two-Way
Trips

4

0

14

Feb 2021

12

10

0

22

Jun 2021

133735_2D-EWR-BBMXXXXXX-DR-T-004008

12

20

0

32

Apr 2021

Berry Lane

133735_2D-EWR-BBMXXXXXX-DR-T-005010
133735_2D-EWR-BBMXXXXXX-DR-T-005011
133735_2D-EWR-BBMXXXXXX-DR-T-005012

23

6

0

29

Apr 2021

Ridgmont Station

133735_2D-EWR-BBMXXXXXX-DR-T-005013
133735_2D-EWR-BBMXXXXXX-DR-T-005014

12

20

0

32

May 2021

BBM/08A
Marston Road Lidlington

133735_2D-EWR-BBMXXXXXX-DR-T-005018

12

10

0

22

Jul 2021

BBM/09G
Woburn Road
footbridge

133735_2D-EWR-BBMXXXXXX-DR-T-006029

4

6

0

10

Jun 2021

Structure reference
and name

Scheme Drawing Reference(s)

Pony

133735_2D-EWR-BBMXXXXXX-DR-T-004006

10

BBM/06AA
Woodley's Farm

133735_2D-EWR-BBMXXXXXX-DR-T-004007

Woburn Sands Station
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HGV Daily
Two-Way
Trips

Staff and
Operative
Daily Trips

Total Daily
Two-Way
Trips

4

0

8

Apr 2023

12

14

0

26

Apr 2023

133735_2E-EWR-MCJ-034900DR-T-007021

6

20

0

26

Apr 2023

133735_2E-EWR-MCJ-034900DR-T-007021

20

20

0

40

Apr 2023

Structure reference
and name

Scheme Drawing Reference(s)

MCJ2/183A Quainton
Station Footbridge

133735_2E-EWR-MCJ-028500DR-T-002012

4

MCJ2/178A Lower
Blackgrove

133735_2E-EWR-MCJ-031480DR-T-007017

MCJ2/174 Aylesbury
Vale
Aylesbury Vale Parkway
Station
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3.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA)

3.1

EIA process

3.1.1

The EWR Alliance is in the process of completing an environmental impact
assessment (EIA) of the Project. The findings will be reported in an
Environmental Statement (ES) that will accompany the TWAO application. In
developing the design the EWR Alliance has endeavoured to avoid
environmental impacts that could have adverse effects. Where this has not
been possible, mitigation measures that off-set or reduce these effects are
provided.

3.1.2

As well as the engineering design and permanent and temporary land
requirements of the Project, the scheme drawings also show areas of land
where environmental mitigation is proposed.

3.2

Environmental topics

3.2.1

The environmental information provided here reflects the fact that the EIA
process is iteratively informing the design proposals. For each topic the likely
environmental effects associated with the changes to the Project are
identified, providing examples where the changes have allowed some
previously predicted effects to be avoided. More detailed information about
the Project’s environmental mitigation proposals are provided in the scheme
drawings and images in the consultation materials.
Land use and agriculture

3.2.2

This topic is strongly linked to the physical extent of the proposals, focusing
on the types of land uses that will be affected either temporarily or
permanently by the construction and operation of the Project. It addresses
the likely significant effects on local communities and both community and
private assets. The agricultural assessment considers likely significant
effects on agricultural land quality and farm-based enterprises. The main
implications of the changes to the Project for land use and agriculture
therefore relate to the changes to the footprint of engineering works and
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environmental mitigation. As overall land take has been reduced, the Project
can be considered to have a reduced impact on land use and agriculture.
3.2.3

Where necessary, appropriate mitigation and compensation measures will
be provided, in consultation with affected parties. Mitigation measures will be
in place to minimise construction nuisance and disruption, including
measures to maintain access and to identify, protect or remediate services
and land drainage.

3.2.4

A Soil Management Plan will be developed and implemented during
construction in order to protect soils affected by construction and enable the
restoration of land used temporarily during the construction phase.
Cultural heritage

3.2.5

The cultural heritage assessment considers the way that the Project affects
archaeology and designated and non-designated heritage assets, such as
World Heritage Sites, Scheduled Monuments, listed buildings, conservation
areas and locally important historic buildings, as well as their wider settings.

3.2.6

The overall reduced construction footprint of the Project reduces the potential
threat to buried archaeological remains. Cultural heritage assessment work
has influenced the changes to the Project boundary. For example,
construction compounds and proposed mitigation areas that encroached on
archaeological notification areas, including the site of a former Roman town
have been relocated. The Project also incorporates fewer new structures and
a reduction in the size and scale of earthworks in several locations. These
changes lessen the overall likely environmental effects on the setting of
certain cultural heritage assets by removing elements of the Project that can
be visually prominent from some vantage points.

3.2.7

In summary, there will be some significant effects on cultural heritage assets
from the Project in its current form, but these are fewer than under the
previous iteration.
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3.2.8

The introduction of a broader network of access routes, including proposed
passing places and potential for junction works, has expanded the size of the
cultural heritage study area. The EWR Alliance is in the process of gathering
baseline data on the cultural heritage resource for the larger study area and
using this to understand the type, value and sensitivity of additional cultural
heritage assets that could potentially be affected by the Project. This work is
ongoing, with likely environmental effects expected to arise principally from
temporary land take, with some potential for settings to be affected if
hedgerow and tree removal opens up vistas between the Project and
valuable or sensitive cultural heritage assets.

3.2.9

The local authority cultural heritage specialists are also working closely with
EWR Alliance ecologists and landscapers to develop co-ordinated
environmental design and mitigation measures, ensuring locations and
planting proposals take cultural heritage assets into account.
Air quality

3.2.10

The assessment of air quality is influenced by the location of construction
compounds, method of construction and construction traffic volumes and
routes. The EWR Alliance is in the process of updating and confirming
baseline data on existing land uses to understand where previously
predicted effects from compounds may now be avoided, but also where
properties may now be at increased risk of reduced air quality from
construction activities that will be located nearby.

3.2.11

More construction traffic is now expected to use the existing road network,
over a larger area than that presented in Round Two Consultation. Impacts
from increased proportions of HGV traffic on roads could result in a
deterioration of local air quality from vehicle emissions and/or dust. The
implications of this for air quality and dust sensitive receptors within 350m of
the construction boundary and within 200m of the construction traffic network
are being assessed.
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3.2.12

The proposed mitigation measures for construction activities are largely
unchanged and focus on minimising emission of dust and particulates at
source. Examples include ensuring that well-maintained vehicles and plant
that meet good emissions standards are used during construction; covers or
water are used for controlling dust; and washing wheels facilities are used to
avoid tracking mud onto public roads.

More targeted dust management

measures will also be identified and employed during construction, where
there is considered to be a particularly high dust risk. Such measures will be
included in a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), which
will be adhered to throughout construction.
Ecology
3.2.13

The ecology assessment is driven by the physical extent of the proposals,
focusing on the flora and fauna in and around the areas of land that are
required for construction and operation of the Project. The main implications
of the changes to the Project on ecology therefore relate to where proposals
will affect protected and/or notable species and habitats. The changes to the
footprint and design of the project encompass different areas of habitats,
which can support protected or notable species. The EWR Alliance is in the
process of undertaking research and survey work to understand the
ecological characteristics and value of the habitats affected by the changes
to the project. This work includes identifying how land take requirements
relate to wider wildlife networks and habitat types.

3.2.14

The mitigation measures proposed for ecology include the identification of
ecological mitigation sites. These will be specially designed, in conjunction
with the EWR Alliance landscape architects, to incorporate new or enhanced
planting and landscape features such as ditches or waterbodies, which
create suitable habitats for selected protected and/or notable species,
replacing and enhancing those that will be affected by the Project. Some
mitigation sites have already been identified and are being established, well
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in advance of the main construction works for the project, so as to allow
habitats to mature.
3.2.15

The ecological mitigation sites will be supported by prescriptive planting
proposals and management arrangements, together with suitable monitoring
activities. The EWR Alliance is also considering what impacts may result
from the creation of passing places on construction access routes, for
example, the removal of sections of hedgerows, tree felling and ditch infill.
This involves understanding the ecological characteristics of areas that will
be required for the Project and, therefore, whether there will be effects such
as habitat loss or fragmentation.

3.2.16

Additional mitigation measures may be required, such as the replanting of
sections of hedgerow, new tree planting and new ponds and ditches to
create habitats suitable for aquatic ecology and great crested newts.
Noise and vibration

3.2.17

The assessment of noise and vibration during construction is closely related
to the location of construction compounds; the construction methodology and
equipment; hours of working (especially understanding when and where
night working may be needed); and construction traffic volumes and routes.
The assessment of noise and vibration for the operational railway considers
the proposed service timetable, including use of the railway by freight trains;
likely train speeds; and any substantial changes in road use expected to
arise from passengers and staff travelling to railway stations will be identified.

3.2.18

The EWR Alliance is updating and confirming baseline data on existing noise
levels and land uses, expanding on the previous sample-based approach so
that information about all properties and land uses within 300m of the Project
boundaries is collated. This information is being used to understand where
previously predicted effects from compounds and construction activities may
now be avoided, but also where properties may now be at greater risk of
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increased noise and/or vibration levels from construction activities that will be
located nearby.
3.2.19

Since Round Two Consultation, work to better understand the way the
Project will be built has been undertaken, including the types of construction
techniques that are likely to be used for the various structures and
earthworks, and the circumstances under which night time working may be
needed. This more detailed information has allowed the EWR Alliance to
review and update the initial assessment findings consulted on previously.

3.2.20

The mitigation measures for controlling noise levels from construction
activities will remain largely unchanged from that presented in Round Two
Consultation. Standard measures will get written into a CEMP, which will be
implemented during construction.

3.2.21

The EWR Alliance has developed a targeted approach to providing
mitigation measures. These will include noise barriers or noise insulation for
individual properties, designed specially to reduce the effects of noise for
specific properties, locations or user groups where assessment concludes
the effects of noise impacts to be greatest.

3.2.22

In some locations, noise barriers are proposed for controlling the effects of
noise from passing trains. Further information about train speeds and service
patterns for passenger and freight trains is now available. Assessment of
this more detailed information has generally found a reduction in the overall
likelihood of adverse noise effects alongside the railway, and proposals for
noise barriers have been scaled back as a result. This more proportionate
approach for both construction and operational noise mitigation is anticipated
to reduce the overall length of noise barriers across the Project, which is
expected to have benefits for other topics, such as landscape.

3.2.23

The reduction in reliance on proposed haul roads adjacent to the railway is
important for the noise and vibration assessment as more of the construction
traffic is now expected to use the existing road network, over a larger area
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than was consulted on. Impacts from increased proportions of HGV traffic on
roads can result in effects of increased noise and vibration from passing
construction vehicles and manoeuvring vehicles, particularly HGVs, and the
implications of this for properties and established land uses within 300m of
the Project are being assessed.
Geology, soils and land contamination
3.2.24

The geology, soils and land contamination assessment is dependent on the
detail of development proposals and physical extent of the works proposed
by the Project, focusing on the historical and current land use in and around
the areas of land that will be affected either temporarily or permanently by
the construction and operation. Detailed work to identify potential areas of
contaminated land and sensitive receptors that may be affected by the
changes to the boundaries is being completed. This work also confirms the
areas where the Project will no longer have land take impacts and therefore
where the predicted effects of the Project will be reduced as a result of the
changes.

3.2.25

The mitigation measures proposed for geology, soils and land contamination
include management of impacts through remediation and construction and
operational management plans that the EWR Alliance contractors will adhere
to. The requirement for remediation will be dependent upon the findings of
the additional ground investigation, which is currently ongoing.
Landscape and visual

3.2.26

The landscape and visual assessment considers the way in which the
Project will affect the landscape and views from sensitive locations within it,
taking account of both temporary construction activities, as well as the
permanent presence of the operational railway and associated infrastructure.
The changes to the Project since Round Two Consultation include the
removal of previously planned works to the south of Aylesbury Vale Parkway
Station, extending towards Princes Risborough. This section of the railway is
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close to the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), which is
a designation designed to protect landscape character; therefore, its removal
from the Project also removes the potential for the Chilterns AONB to be
adversely affected.
3.2.27

The reduced construction footprint also reduces the scale of likely adverse
effects on the landscape that could otherwise arise from further vegetation
clearance and tree felling adjacent to the railway corridor. The removal of
some new large structures and earthworks from the scope of the Project
(see Table 1) has also removed the source of some of the more visually
prominent elements of the Project and, therefore, reduced the number of
locations where significant effects on the landscape or sensitive views are
likely.

3.2.28

The introduction of a broader network of access routes, including proposed
passing places and potential for junction works, will potentially expand the
size of the landscape and visual study area. The EWR Alliance is in the
process of gathering baseline data on the landscape resource for the larger
study area and using this to understand the type, value and sensitivity of
additional landscape characteristics and visual receptors that could
potentially be affected by the Project. This work is ongoing, with likely
environmental effects expected to arise principally from hedgerow and tree
removal. These types of effects would be mitigated where necessary,
potentially by replanting of affected hedgerows on a new alignment, to
maintain their role as enclosing features that also offer visual screening and
privacy.

3.2.29

New mast locations have been incorporated as part of the communications
network for the Project and screening and planting proposals are being
developed to reduce their impact and potential effects on the landscape and
visual receptors arising as a result of these features being sited within a rural
landscape. The EWR Alliance is developing broader co-ordinated
environmental design and mitigation measures for the Project as a whole,
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influencing proposals by ensuring locations and planting proposals take
landscape character and sensitive views into account, which mitigation
proposed would be deliverable, and developing appropriate management
plans to support the effective establishment of new vegetation and planting.
The boundaries for proposed environmental mitigation are shown on the
scheme drawings.
Water quality and flood risk
3.2.30

The assessment of the water environment for the Project has informed the
overall drainage design, looking particularly at how best to mitigate effects on
watercourses that will experience impacts from realignment or culverting.
The EWR Alliance’s approach has been to replace any losses of naturalised
watercourse channels with additional water features as part of the
environmental design proposals. The more general mitigation measures for
protecting water quality are well-established in best practice. The proposed
mitigation measures for construction activities are largely unchanged from
Round Two Consultation, focusing mainly on controlling the accidental
release of pollutants to surface or groundwater. Appropriate measures will be
written into a CEMP.

3.2.31

The changes to the Project have resulted in a net reduction in the amount of
development proposed in areas of higher known risk of flooding, which
reduces the scale of likely adverse effects of the Project in relation to
increasing flood risk. The reduced reliance on proposed haul roads means
that the railway construction corridor is narrower than that presented in
Round Two Consultation. This reduces adverse effects arising from impacts
on the existing floodplain areas, in turn reducing the overall amount of flood
compensation storage that the Project will need to provide as mitigation.

3.2.32

Topographical data such as LiDAR, existing hydrological and hydraulic
models, floodplain outline datasets (fluvial, surface water and groundwater)
have been used this to understand how the changes to the Project may
affect the pattern, amount and extent of water flow both across and
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surrounding the land that will be required for construction and operation. The
findings of the modelling have informed discussions about the Project with
local planning authorities and the Environment Agency. The EWR Alliance
has reviewed and refined the position and function of proposed flood
compensation areas to reflect unique local conditions and constraints.
3.2.33

Further work is underway to understand the implications of introducing
passing places on the existing rural road network, which may generate
adverse effects on flood risk from impacts of loss of drainage ditches and
increases in impermeable surfaces. Surface Water Management Plans and
Flood Management Plans as part of future detailed development of the
Project are being developed. These will establish targeted measures and
processes for ensuring that the construction and operation of the railway
protect water quality and avoid exacerbating flood risk.
Traffic and transport

3.2.34

The EWR Alliance have used the assessment of traffic and transport to
pinpoint which parts of the road network are most likely to experience
impacts from additional HGV and general traffic from the Project, which
could result in adverse effects such as slow traffic and/or excessive
queueing at junctions.

3.2.35

The main implications of the changes to the Project for traffic and transport
during construction relate to the reduced reliance on proposed haul roads
and changes to the construction compound locations. These changes
combine to alter where construction traffic will need to access the existing
road network, as well as transferring more construction traffic to the existing
roads, including for transfer of staff and some materials between
construction compounds.

3.2.36

For the assessment of operational traffic and transport impacts, modal
surveys have been completed since Round Two Consultation, which have
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provided an accurate picture of the existing local travel patterns for rail users
at the railway stations that will be affected by the Project.
3.2.37

These changes to the Project have substantially extended the traffic study
area. This extended area has been added to the updated transport modelling
work, also incorporating the more detailed information gathered about
existing traffic flows and multi-modal travel patterns.

3.2.38

The EWR Alliance has been able to identify which parts of the existing road
network are expected to experience an increase of over 30% of HGV traffic
as a proportion during construction, compared to existing traffic flows. This
data draws on the worst-case scenario for each link on the network, although
the analysis recognises that for most affected sections, works will tend to be
concentrated into periods of around 12 weeks maximum as construction
progresses along the railway line. The underlying data suggests that, prior to
considering any mitigation measures, the impacts of increased HGV and
general traffic flow could generate the greatest adverse traffic and transport
effects within more rural settlements that have limited through routes capable
of use by HGVs, particularly Stratton Audley, Winslow, Mursley and Steeple
Claydon.

3.2.39

Possible mitigation measures are being explored with stakeholders for these
adverse effects during construction, which include adding passing places
and ensuring measures are in place through the CEMP to manage timings of
construction traffic on the highway. Consideration is also being given to
whether junction improvement works may be needed as a result of the
Project, focusing initially on areas where substantial HGV flow increases
have been identified, such as approach routes to M40 junction 10 and M1
Junction 14.

3.2.40

The operational traffic and transport assessment work is ongoing. Initial
findings have incorporated information about the existing modes used by rail
users to arrive at the railway stations that will be affected by the Project. The
outputs of the modelling are informing discussions with stakeholders to
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confirm the most appropriate assumptions for the final assessment work, for
example, in relation to how additional users may choose to travel to and from
the railway stations; how this may be accommodated in railway station
design; and reasonably foreseeable change in demand for sustainable travel
modes and localised parking.
3.2.41

The final findings of the environmental impact assessments will be presented
in the ES that will accompany the Project’s TWAO.

4.

CONSULTATION PROCESS

4.1

Round Two Consultation

4.1.1

The comments received by statutory and community stakeholders during the
Round Two Consultation which took place in July and August 2017 have
resulted in some design changes to the Project. These related to some of the
structures, relocation of environmental mitigation areas, changes to the
Project boundary and changes to some public right of ways diversions.

4.2

Round Three Consultation

4.2.1

This consultation forms the third round of consultation with the public,
landowners and statutory consultees. Consultation starts on 12 January
2018 and ends on 9 February 2018.

4.2.2

The purpose of the Round Three Consultation is to present the key project
changes as a result of comments from the Round Two consultation, the
DfT’s instruction to make scope changes and changes to the construction
methodology.

4.2.3

Since the second round of consultation the project scope has changed so
public events will be held in areas where the project has seen the greatest
changes. Comments are welcomed from stakeholders across the Project
area and are not limited to those who are able to attend the events.

4.2.4

There are five events being held between 15 and 19 January. The local
community and stakeholders will have the opportunity to view and give
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feedback on the Round Three consultation materials and talk to the project
team about the changes. Event dates, times and locations are set out in
Table 4:
Table 4: Round Three Consultation events

4.2.5

Location

Date

Time

Address

Twyford

15 January

10-3pm

Twyford Village Hall, The Knob, Twyford,
MK18 4EG

Charndon 16 January

12-8pm

Charndon Community Centre, Steeple
Claydon Road, Charndon, OX27 0BL

Winslow

17 January

12-8pm

Winslow Public Hall, Elmfields Gate,
Winslow, MK18 3JG

Newton
Longville

18 January

11-5pm

Longueville Hall, Whaddon Road, Newton
Longville, MK17 0AT

Launton

19 January

12-8pm

Launton Sports and Social Club, Bicester
Road, Launton, OX26 5DP

Comments on EWR2 proposals provided in this document and suite of
supporting consultation materials are welcomed from stakeholders across
the Project area. Comments can be submitted online, by post or by email
by midnight on 9 February 2018 in the following ways:
•

Write to FREEPOST EAST WEST RAIL CONSULTATION (no stamp
required)

4.2.6

•

Email ewrconsultation@networkrail.co.uk

•

Complete the comments form available at the public consultation events.

•

Visit www.networkrail.co.uk/east-west-rail

Round Three Consultation materials are available to view at the following
locations (check opening hours) during the consultation period:
•

Aylesbury Study Centre - Walton Street, Aylesbury, HP20 1UU
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•

Bicester Library - Franklins House, Wesley Lane, Bicester, OX26 6JU

•

Bletchley and Fenny Stratford Town Council - 76 Queensway, Bletchley,
MK2 2SA

4.2.7

•

Ridgmont Station Heritage Centre - Station Road, Ridgmont, MK43 0XP

•

Winslow Community Library - Park Road, Winslow, MK18 3DN

Queries on EWR2 proposals during the Round Three Consultation period
can be made:
•

By writing to: FREEPOST EAST WEST RAIL CONSULTATION (no
stamp required)

•

By emailing: ewrconsultation@networkrail.co.uk

•

By calling the Network Rail 24-hour helpline: 03457 11 41 41 (calls
charged at standard rate).
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