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1.

A new station in the south of Cambridge

1.1

Network Rail has been working with the Greater Cambridge Partnership, AstraZeneca
UK and the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority on a proposed
station to the south of Cambridge (‘the Scheme’).

1.2

The station would have four platforms with step-free access via a footbridge and lifts
and additional railway lines required to serve all the platforms.

1.3

The aspiration is for the station to be located between Addenbrooke’s Bridge which
carries the guided busway and Nine Wells Bridge which carries Addenbrooke’s Road, in
the vicinity of the Cambridge Biomedical Campus (CBC). The station location is to be
determined and is the subject of this consultation.

1.4

Three potential locations for the new station have been identified together with access
for pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles. A first formal round of consultation will
commence in January 2020 for statutory stakeholders and the public to give their views
on the location options and access considerations.

1.5

Network Rail will prepare an application for a Transport and Works Act Order (TWAO)
for powers to build, operate and maintain a new station, track and railway
infrastructure and associated apparatus under the Transport and Works Act 1992.

1.6

The purpose of this document is to provide an overview of the emerging development
proposals to enable statutory stakeholders to give their views on the station location
and access considerations. This document also describes Network Rail’s plan and
programme for statutory consultation.

1.7

This will be the start of ongoing consultation on the proposals, up to, and after
submission of the application for the TWAO. The Project team will review feedback
from all consultees and the feedback will form the Scheme’s development. A report
summarising the consultation undertaken will be submitted in support of the TWAO
application and will be available for review once the application has been submitted.
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2.

Approach to consultation

2.1

Consultation forms an integral part of Network Rail’s approach to project development.
Early stakeholder engagement on the proposals is essential to ensure all views are
taken into consideration as the Scheme develops. The Project team has developed a
comprehensive programme of consultation with both statutory consultees and wider
stakeholders. These wider stakeholders have been termed ‘community consultees’ and
include local Members of Parliament, local councillors, businesses, access groups,
members of the local community and the wider public.

2.2

Two formal rounds of consultation will be held. Each consultation round will be a formal
period where key information will be provided to statutory consultees and events held
for community consultees to attend, view materials and speak to the Project team. A
campaign to publicise the consultation period, events and how to feed back views will
be undertaken; this will involve press releases, adverts in local newspapers, door drops
to residents and businesses within the consultation zone, leafleting in stations and
social media activities. The intention is to build a close working relationship with all
stakeholders. Consultation will not be limited to formal consultation rounds; it will be
ongoing with site visits, meetings and presentations.

2.3

Figure 2.1 summarises the consultation process. This comprises early and targeted
engagement and consultation with selected consultees.

Figure 2.1 Consultation process
Round One Consultation: January 2020 – March 2020
2.4

The scope of Round One consultation will include three potential station locations and
associated access considerations. See Section 4 for more details.
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2.5

Following the Round One Consultation and engagement with statutory stakeholders
and landowners, Network Rail will review the feedback and comments, select and
develop further scheme details based on a station location.
Round Two Consultation: 2020

2.6

Round Two consultation will focus on scheme details such as:
•
•
•
•

2.7

the architectural form of the station;
construction elements such as location of compounds, construction routes and
diversions;
preliminary environmental effects; and
the operational scheme.

A high-level summary of the feedback received from Round One Consultation will be
included in the Round Two Consultation Stakeholder Information Pack and explain why
the preferred station location has been selected.
Consultation with landowners

2.8

Stakeholders with land interests that could potentially be affected by the Scheme are
key to the Scheme. The Scheme will require some private land to be acquired; some
land will be required temporarily for construction purposes and some will be required
permanently. Those with any interest in land needed for the Scheme are being
identified and consultation with these groups and individuals will form an integral part
of Scheme development. Those owners will also be notified and will have the ability to
object as part of the TWAO application process.
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3.

Need for a station and Scheme benefits

3.1

Cambridge is one of the UK’s most successful and fastest growing cities. The
Cambridge Local Plan 2018 1 identifies the Cambridge Biomedical Campus (CBC), an
internationally significant health and life sciences cluster, and the Cambridge Southern
Fringe as two of eight areas of major change in Cambridge.

3.2

The CBC is expected to house the largest concentration of biomedical expertise in
Europe, accommodating 27,000 jobs by 2031. In 2019, the Royal Papworth Hospital
relocated to the CBC and AstraZeneca’s new strategic research and development
centre will become operational in 2020. Over the next four years, 3750 new jobs are
expected to be created.

3.3

It is envisaged that by 2031 new housing developments across the Cambridge
Southern Fringe comprising an estimated 4000 new homes shall be constructed. This
urban growth is needed to meet the high demand for housing and support the local
economy however future development is also expected to place significant pressures
on the railway system which is already running at full capacity.
Scheme benefits

3.4

The new station in the south of Cambridge will:
•
•
•
•

1

provide convenient and sustainable access by rail for staff, patients and visitors to
Addenbrooke’s and the Royal Papworth Hospitals;
provide access to destinations such as central London, London Stansted Airport, Ely,
Birmingham and Europe;
help relieve congestion in the local area and support the development of
environmentally sustainable transport in Cambridge; and
improve transport access to the CBC to help the businesses grow and remain both
nationally and globally competitive; by attracting skilled workers from a wide
catchment area.

https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/media/6890/local-plan-2018.pdf
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4.

Project description
Background information

4.1

Cambridge is geographically located at a confluence of several strategically significant
rail routes. Running south from Cambridge Station, services connect the city to London
by the West Anglia Mainline (WAML) to London Liverpool Street, and the East Coast
Mainline (ECML) to London Kings Cross via Shepreth Junction. Since 2018, Thameslink
route services connect Cambridge across Central London to Maidstone East, and to
Brighton via Gatwick Airport. To the north of the station, services continue to the
Midlands and beyond, and to Norwich and Ipswich via the Cross Country corridor.

4.2

The WAML runs between London Liverpool Street and Kings Lynn and is formed of a
two-track railway through to Ely where the line becomes a mixture of single and double
track sections through to Kings Lynn. The route carries busy commuter and leisure
traffic from London Stansted Airport and Cambridge into London Liverpool Street, as
well as serving high tech industries within Greater Cambridge and through to
Peterborough.

4.3

The Cross Country corridor (via Ely) supports a nationally important freight route
between the Port of Felixstowe and other regions such as the Midlands, Yorkshire and
Scotland alongside busy inter-regional passenger services. The route includes the
Felixstowe to Nuneaton route in terms of freight and Ipswich/Norwich to
Cambridge/Peterborough via Ely passenger services.

4.4

The ECML contains a mixture of Long-Distance High Speed services, regional services
and freight. For Cambridgeshire, it is an important route for commuter and leisure
traffic for services from Kings Lynn through to Cambridge and onwards to London Kings
Cross. These routes provide local, regional, and national connectivity to Cambridge’s
dynamic and growing economy.
The station south of Cambridge

4.5

It is proposed that the new station will comprise:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

4.6

four platforms with step-free access via a footbridge and lifts;
platforms with seating and shelter for waiting passengers;
a ticket office and ticket machines, along with automatic ticket gates;
taxi and passenger drop off areas;
facilities such as a retail/catering unit, a waiting room and toilets;
blue badge parking; and
cycle parking.

Due to the surrounding rail network being at capacity, the current proposal is to provide
additional railway lines required to serve all of the platforms. This would include
expanding the current two and three track sections to four tracks north and south of
the new station. The Scheme will also include:
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•
•
•
•
•

the provision of overhead line electrification (OLE) and supporting infrastructure
such as substations;
the provision of new signalling and associated cabling;
the provision of new telecommunications facilities and associated cabling;
the refurbishment and reconstruction of existing culverts and track drainage; and
the additional elements to ensure the Scheme is built and operated in a safe,
efficient manner, such as fencing, lighting, electrical connections,
pedestrian/vehicle access.

Station location
4.7

The proposed station is approximately two miles from Cambridge Station on the
WAML (see Figure 4.1). It will be located to the west of the CBC, Addenbrooke’s and
Royal Papworth hospitals and the planned growth area and to the east of the village
of Trumpington and Hobson’s Park which is designated as Green Belt.

Figure 4.1 Proposed location of a new station in the south of Cambridge
4.8

The Scheme, as proposed, will require the temporary use of a small portion of Hobson's
Park for a work site, and the permanent acquisition of a small part of the Park for an
7
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access route and for station and rail infrastructure. Network Rail understands Hobson's
Park is an important community asset and is designated as Green Belt. Any temporary
works on the green belt will be subject to a restoration scheme in agreement with
stakeholders and Network Rail will mitigate the impact on Hobson's Park and the Green
Belt as far as is reasonably possible.
Station location options
4.9

Aspirations are for the station to be located between Addenbrooke’s Bridge which
carries the guided busway and Nine Wells Bridge which carries Addenbrooke’s Road.

4.10

Network Rail is consulting on three station locations (see Figure 4.2):
•
•
•

Option 1: Northern location;
Option 2: Central location; and
Option 3: Southern location.

Figure 4.2 Station location options
4.11

The figures in Appendix A show indicative station layouts at each potential location
and the potential accessibility of the options for cyclists, pedestrians and vehicles. Each
option shows the preliminary permanent and temporary land requirements for the
station platforms, concourse and main station area and the main land requirements
that could be required for vehicles.
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5.

Train services

5.1

New infrastructure would be constructed to enable a mixture of services to call at the
new station providing access to key destinations. Figure 5.1 shows an indicative
selection of these destinations; please note that the calling pattern has not been
finalised. Only places served by services that may call at the new station are depicted.

Figure 5.1 Train services
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6.

Construction

6.1

The Project team is investigating how each option could be constructed. A main
temporary construction compound is proposed to the west of the railway and several
smaller construction compound locations are being investigated; these locations will
depend on the construction methodology.

6.2

The main construction works will involve:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

6.3

construction of the main station building, concourse and platforms;
construction of stairs, connecting footbridge and lifts;
installation of additional tracks;
provision of associated railway infrastructure;
earthworks to include stabilisation;
new works to existing bridges;
interface with existing structures; and
alterations to/ or repairs of existing drainage, e.g. diverting a drain under Nine Wells
Stream Conduit Bridge.

Reconstruction of the following existing bridge structures may be required, depending
on the preferred station location option and operational requirements:
•
•
•

Addenbrooke’s Bridge which carries the guided busway (on Option 1 only);
Nine Wells Bridge which carries Addenbrooke’s Road; and
Long Road Bridge which carries the A1134 Long Road.

6.4

There are several utility services that could be affected by the Scheme and may require
diversion as part of the construction phase. Where possible, those utility services
located within existing roads will be diverted under traffic management. In the event
there is insufficient space to undertake the required works and provide the necessary
road space for traffic, temporary road closures and diversions will be proposed.

6.5

All works proposed in relation to the public highway will be agreed with Cambridgeshire
County Council which is the local highway authority and undertaken under a specific
traffic management scheme. All utility service works will be designed and planned in
consultation with the statutory undertakers responsible for the services.

6.6

To reduce the effects of construction on communities and the environment Network
Rail will prepare a Code of Construction Practice. This will set out how construction
impacts during construction will be monitored, controlled and managed.

6.7

It is envisaged that in order to construct this Scheme there may be up to 24 months of
disruption to the railway in the form of blockades and night working. Network Rail will
apply for blockades to permit work to be carried out on or near the line during periods
such as Bank Holidays, Christmas and New Year.
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7.

Consenting process

7.1

Whilst some parts of the land required for the scheme fall within Network Rail’s
ownership, there are also areas in private ownership which will need to be temporarily
or permanently acquired to deliver the Project. Therefore, Network Rail will require
powers under a TWAO to acquire land and rights over land compulsorily as well as
powers to construct, operate and maintain the station, track and associated railway
infrastructure.

7.2

These powers will include, but are not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

7.3

compulsory purchase of land and property which is required for the Scheme;
the right to use land temporarily;
provision for temporary alternative routes and permanent diversions;
powers for making byelaws;
powers to stop up or alter roads and level crossings permanently and temporarily;
powers to divert any utilities; and
amendments to other legislation.

As well as applying to the Secretary of State for a TWAO, Network Rail will also apply
to the Secretary of State for a direction for deemed planning permission for the project.
If you would like more information about the TWAO procedures, please see the below
link to a brief guide on the process.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-and-works-actorders-a-brief-guide-2006/transport-and-works-act-orders-a-brief-guide.
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8.

Environmental Impact Assessment

8.1

Applications for Transport and Works Act Orders are made in accordance with the
Transport and Works (Applications and Objections Procedure) (England and Wales)
Rules 2006 (the Applications Rules). Rule 7 requires the submission of an Environmental
Statement (ES), for works that fall under Annex I or Annex II to the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive (European Council Directive 2011/92/EU) (as
amended). The Project will require an ES under Annex II.
The ES will describe the likely environmental effects resulting from the construction and
operation of the proposed works. Where appropriate, the ES will identify measures
intended to mitigate significant adverse effects and how such measures will be secured.
The ES, along with all the other documents required to support the TWAO application,
will be available for review once the TWAO application is submitted.

8.2

A request for a scoping opinion will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Transport
in Spring 2020. This will set out how Network Rail propose to carry out the EIA and the
topic areas that will be assessed. The draft document will be sent to relevant
stakeholders for comment prior to formal submission.
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9.

Temporary and permanent land
requirements

9.1

When the preferred Scheme is selected Network Rail will undertake a land referencing
exercise to identify those with an interest in the land within the footprint of the Scheme
in respect of which compulsory acquisition powers will be sought.

9.2

Where compulsory purchase powers are exercised affected parties will be eligible for
compensation in accordance with the Statutory Compensation Code. Network Rail will
seek to use compulsory purchase powers only after all reasonable practicable means to
negotiate for their voluntary acquisition have been exhausted.
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10. Consultation
10.1

The Applications Rules set out the procedure for submission of an application for a
TWAO. Rule 10(2)(d) requires that Network Rail consult all those bodies identified in
Schedules 5 and 6. Schedule 5 identifies the organisations that must be served with a
copy of the application documents and Schedule 6 identifies those who must be
notified that the application has been submitted.

10.2

The views of statutory and community stakeholders are important and will be taken
into consideration as part of the development of the options and selection of the
preferred Scheme during 2020.

10.3

This consultation is the start of one-on-one engagement with each statutory
stakeholder and we hope that you will work with us over the coming months on the
development of the Scheme.

10.4

As part of this Round One Consultation, Network Rail will be holding a series of public
consultation events in the local area where members of the Project team will be
available to answer questions and explain the proposals. Details of dates, times and
venue locations are included in Table 10.1.
Table 10.1 Round One Consultation events
Location

Date

Time

Address

The University Centre

Monday

4-8pm

Granta Place, Cambridge

20 January 2020
Long Road Sixth Form

Tuesday

College

21 January 2020

Royal Papworth

Wednesday

Hospital, The Atrium

22 January 2020

CB2 1RU
5-9pm

Long Road, Cambridge
CB2 8PX

9-1pm

Papworth Road, Cambridge
Biomedical Campus,
Cambridge CB2 0AY

Netherhall School

Thursday

4-8pm

23 January 2020
Trumpington Pavilion

Queen Edith's Way,
Cambridge CB1 8NN

Friday

10-2pm

24 January 2020

King George V Playing Field,
Paget Road, Trumpington
CB2 9JF

Shelford Rugby Club

Saturday

10-2pm

25 January 2020

The Davey Field, Cambridge
Road, Great Shelford
CB22 5JU
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Location

Date

Time

Address

Little Shelford

Tuesday

3.30pm -

The Long House,

Memorial Hall

28 January 2020

7.30pm

11 Church Street, Little
Shelford CB22 5HG

Grantchester Village

Wednesday

Hall

29 January 2020

Stapleford Jubilee

Thursday

Pavilion

30 January 2020

4-8pm

Vicarage Drive, Grantchester
CB3 9NG

1-5pm

Stapleford Recreation Ground,
Off Haverhill Road, Stapleford
CB22 5BX

10.5

We would appreciate your feedback on this Round One Consultation by midnight 2
March 2020. There are several ways to respond:
•

By email:
By post:

•

Online at:

•

cambridgesouth@networkrail.co.uk
Network Rail, Enterprise House, 167-169 Westbourne Terrace,
London, W2 6JX
www.networkrail.co.uk/cambridge-south-station
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Appendix A
Option 1: Northern location – main works
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Option 1: Northern location – potential access
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Option 2: Central location – main works
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Option 2: Central location – potential access
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Option 3: Southern location – main works
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Option 3: Southern location – potential access
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